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by Peter Drekmeier

The location of the two trails required
under Stanford’s General Use Permit

and Community Plan continues to spark
controversy. Stanford’s maneuvering on
this issue is indicative of the University’s
reluctance to fully comply with the condi-
tions specified in the agreement it signed
more than two years ago.

When the Santa Clara County
Supervisors approved Stanford’s General
Use Permit (GUP) and Community Plan
in December 2000, they granted the
University approximately 5 million square
feet of development over the next ten
years. In exchange for this huge develop-
ment entitlement, Stanford agreed to
meet all the conditions of the GUP as set
by the County. One condition reads:
“Stanford shall dedicate easements for,
develop, and maintain the portions of the
two trail alignments which cross Stanford
lands shown in the 1995 Santa Clara
Countywide Trails Master Plan (Routes
S1 and C1)...”

Master Plan includes 
requirements and flexibility

From the outset, the locations of these
trails were controversial. Language in the
Countywide Trails Master Plan is vague,
with alignments essentially running along
creeks and meant to be general locations.
Stanford quickly attempted to site the
trails along busy roads on the edges of its
land, while environmentalists and hikers
supported scenic routes that would con-
nect with other trails in the area. 

However, some of the language in the
Countywide Trails Master Plan is very
clear. The Plan clearly requires these —
like all County trails — to be safe and
recreational. The Plan also requires the
two trails required of Stanford to be in
Santa Clara County, and to connect to
Palo Alto’s Arastradero Preserve.

The Plan specifies that the required S1
trail — also known as the southern trail
— is in the Matadero Creek area near
Page Mill Road. The required C1 trail —
also known as the western trail — is in
the area of San Francisquito and Los

Trancos Creeks near Alpine Road.
Because Stanford’s proposed trails do

not meet a number of requirements of the
Master Plan, the environmental commu-
nity — including Stanford Open Space
Alliance, Committee for Green Foothills,
and others — have been opposing these
alignments, and supporting instead com-
munity-endorsed options. 

Stanford puts halt to 
progress on trails

As a result of the controversy, the
December 2001 deadline for trail dedica-
tions passed with little forward movement.

In June 2002, the Supervisors directed
County staff to move forward with an
environmental review for the trail alterna-
tives with the most potential. It looked
like progress was being made until
Stanford officials announced they would
not pay for — or allow access to — any
trail alignments they didn’t support. The
trails were put on hold once again.

Supervisors give in 
on southern trail

In an attempt to break the stalemate,

Stanford continues to drag its feet on
establishment of two required public trails

PLACING THE WESTERN TRAIL: A COMPARISON OF TWO POTENTIAL ALIGNMENTS

Two potential alignments for the western trail required by Stanford’s General Use
Permit differ significantly. The route endorsed by the community and Committee for
Green Foothills (C1-B) meets the environmental and recreational requirements of the
County Trails Master Plan. The route proposed by Stanford (C1-C) does not.

STANFORD ROADSIDE ROUTE (C1-C)

Runs largely along and adjacent to Sand
Hill and Alpine Roads to Arastradero
Road.

Provides minimal recreational value due
to its close proximity to busy roadways
for the entire length of the trail.  

Has significant environmental impacts:
requires removal of more than 40 trees,
including some heritage oaks, and
requires creek bank fortification.

Is contentious: homeowners in the
Weekend Acres neighborhood have sued
San Mateo County over the easement
required for the trail right-of-way.

Creates “Medium to High risks to public
safety” as evaluated by County staff,
from heavy traffic on Sand Hill and
Alpine Roads and cross traffic from
numerous driveways and roads in the
Stanford Weekend Acres neighborhood.

Is mostly in San Mateo County.

See STANFORD, next page

COMMUNITY ENDORSED TRAIL (C1-B)

Runs along the inside edge of the
Stanford golf course, on the Dish side of
San Francisquito Creek; passes through
tunnel under 280 to Arastradero Road.

Provides “Medium to High” 
recreational value, as assessed by County
staff.

Has low environmental impact as deter-
mined by County staff; doesn’t pose
threat to creek habitat.

Requires no negotiation with San Mateo
County or other landholders; has no
impact on property owners in the
Stanford Weekend Acres neighborhood.

Avoids unsafe crossings with roadways
and driveways; avoids the entrance and
exit ramps of I-280 by utilizing a service
tunnel under the freeway.

Is entirely in Santa Clara County.


