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As we look back at 55 years of 
advocacy, many of our biggest 
victories can’t be seen.

In June 1973 the last seven miles of Interstate 280 opened 
with great fanfare. Stretching from Raymundo Drive in 
Woodside to the Eugene Doran Memorial Bridge that crosses 
the canyon of San Mateo Creek, this final link completed 

some 50 miles of highway that was designed to blend with nature 
(as much as a six-lane freeway cutting through foothills possibly 
could). A Caltrans commemorative brochure from 1973 dubbed 
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Highway 280, dubbed “the world’s most beautiful freeway,” where the scenic hills would have been paved over if it were not for the 
decades-long work of Committee for Green Foothills and our partners.

What you don’t see
BY LENNIE ROBERTS  LEGISLATIVE ADVOCATE
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the years, we have shaped and strengthened our 
community in countless tangible ways. We are 
respected as an informed, nimble, and 
unwavering defender of important open spaces, 
farmlands, and natural resources. On the coast, 
in the hills, and by the Bay, you can see our 
victories out every window. 

We will always remain alert for irresponsible 
development proposals, but we have also 
broadened our efforts to shape a better tomorrow. 
Through our Community Advocates Leadership 
Academy, we are teaching tomorrow’s leaders 
how to effectively advocate for healthy 
communities. With our long-term commitment 
to save Coyote Valley, we are taking a seat at the 
planning table to help envision and shape a 
responsible future.

You might be one of those feeling disheartened 
and powerless by changes at the national level. 
Take heart. With your help, we have amazing 
power here at the local level. In the future, as in 
the past, the effectiveness of Committee for 
Green Foothills begins and ends with you. With 
your financial support, your response to our action 
alerts, and the many other ways you make your 
voice heard, we can shape a bright future. 

Together, we have the power. It is down here 
at the grassroots level where change happens. Let 
Margaret Mead’s words be our marching orders:

“Never doubt that a small group of 
thoughtful, committed citizens can 
change the world; indeed, it’s the only 
thing that ever has.”

The morning after the November 8 
presidential election, I awoke feeling 
disturbed and bewildered—as though 
I had joined Alice on the far side of 

the looking glass. A long shot candidate widely 
considered unfit for the office had been elected 
President of the United States.

I was not alone. Based on his campaign 
rhetoric, it was natural to fear that our president-
elect held values and was likely to initiate policies 
that are repugnant, even offensive, to many 
Americans.

The concerns are many, and they unleash a 
cascade of questions. But for us at Committee 
for Green Foothills and for you who support our 
work, the key question is will the new 
administration undo environmental protections 
that were decades in the making? Will he shrink 
the role of the Environmental Protection Agency? 
Will he weaken regulations in order to spur oil, 
gas, and coal production? How will our country 
address climate change if the president views it 
as a hoax? And on and on.

Some of these are national and international 
policy issues that appear beyond the concern of 
an environmental organization focused on 
preserving open space in Santa Clara and San 
Mateo Counties. But are they really? How will 
the President’s policies embolden the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers when they sit down with 
other stakeholders to discuss the fate of the 
Cargill Salt Ponds? How will cuts impact 
federally-listed threatened and endangered 
species? 

Despite the cause for concern, there are 
reasons for hope. At Committee for Green 
Foothills, we are hearing more 
than ever before from people who 
are energized to effect meaningful 
change locally.

This is what we have done at 
Committee for Green Foothills 
since 1962. So, while our work 
remains the same, it has become 
more important than ever. Over 
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BY RON ERSKINE  BOARD PRESIDENT

A native Bay Area resident, Ron has volunteered 
for over 20 years at Henry Coe State Park and 
serves on the Board of Directors of Coe Park’s Pine 
Ridge Association. An avid outdoorsman and 
lifetime backpacker, he has twice hiked the John 
Muir Trail. He writes a regular outdoor column 
called “Getting Out” for the Morgan Hill Times 
and Gilroy Dispatch that he hopes will entice others 
to hike our local parks and preserves.
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diligently with Committee for Green Foothills to address 
community concerns. Our efforts were particularly focused on 
the importance of preserving the coastal prairie habitat and on 
ensuring that all development is far enough back to avoid having 
to reinforce the crumbling bluffs. Achieving an adequate setback 
for the homes also means that the public trail will have adequate 
space to move inland in the future.

We engaged two coastal erosion experts, Bob Battalio and 
Louis White of ESA, to do an independent review of the site’s 
bluff and cliff stability, taking into consideration sea-level rise 
and future wave runup. When the applicant saw the study results, 
it became clear that the project would face a long and difficult 
process and likely would not be approved unless modified. We 
were gratified when Mr. Lawler agreed to revise the project, 
reducing the number of new homes to four, all located along the 
eastern inland area, and creating an expanded coastal prairie 
conservation area. 

In December the coast yellow leptosiphon, a tiny member of 
the phlox family that grows only at Vallemar Bluffs, was accepted 
as a candidate for listing as a California Endangered Species; it 
now has full protection under the law. Due to its location adjacent 
to the edge of the eroding bluffs, it will need a buffer area to 
enable it to migrate inland over time. 

While details of the grassland habitat’s permanent preservation 
and the new homes’ exact 
locations are still being worked 
out, the key decision to reduce 
the number of homes from seven 
to four is testament to the 
willingness of all parties to work 
together to find a reasonable 
compromise.  Bravo!

Vallemar Bluffs: A Rare and Beautiful Coastal Gem Saved

The rocky cliffs and native coastal prairie grassland at 
Vallemar Bluffs in Moss Beach will continue to delight 
visitors, thanks to our proactive engagement with the 
property owner’s representative. Over the past year, 

we have been pushing to protect the western half of this 2½-acre 
parcel. In December the property-owner’s consultant let us know 
that in response to our efforts they will build not seven homes 
on the parcel, but just four, all on the inland portion.  

This heartwarming outcome is a testament to strong, focused 
public engagement, facilitated by the Midcoast Community 
Council. Most important, the willingness of the property-owners’ 
representative to respond to community and environmental 
concerns has been a critical and welcome ingredient.

In 1991 the San Mateo County Planning Department approved 
seven residential lots at Vallemar Bluffs through a Lot Line 
Adjustment process, but the lack of public water service derailed 
several development proposals for one of the lots perilously close 
to the eroding bluffs. Since then, however, the Montara Water 
and Sanitary District found a new, reliable well-water source, 
and the owners decided to submit a development proposal for 
all seven lots. An immediate outcry arose about impacts to public 
views, loss of coastal prairie habitat, the unsafe location of homes 
too close to eroding bluffs, and the loss of a beloved blufftop trail.

The owners’ representative, Owen Lawler, subsequently worked 

BY LENNIE ROBERTS LEGISLATIVE ADVOCATE

For nearly 40 
years, Lennie 
Roberts has 
been our voice 
in San Mateo 
County. One 
of the Bay Area’s most respected 
environmental leaders, Lennie has led 
countless critical open space battles on 
the San Mateo county coast and along 
Skyline Boulevard.

A parcel of the fragile and continually eroding Vallemar Bluffs was going to have seven houses built on 
the edge of its cliffs, but the proposal has been revised to include only four houses on the inland portion 
of the property.
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(Photo by: Liz Seckler) San Carlos voted to add only minimal facilities such as trails to North Crestview Park, a green area that serves as a 
safe crossing and local hotspot for wildlife.

North Crestview Park is a 4-acre site reputed to be 
the highest point in the city of San Carlos, offering 
stunning views both west to the Santa Cruz 
Mountains and east to the Bay and the East Bay 

hills. North Crestview Park is also a local wildlife corridor, located 
at the juncture between Devonshire Canyon and the vast acreage 
of the San Francisco Watershed that encompasses the Crystal 
Springs reservoirs and thousands of acres of open space. Crestview 
Drive, at the far western edge of San Carlos, forms a barrier 
between these two open space areas, and North Crestview Park 
is one of the few open areas where animals can safely get through.

Thanks to the San Carlos City Council and local residents 
who joined us in speaking up on behalf of this park earlier this 
year, it will now continue to serve as a wildlife corridor while 
also offering neighbors a chance to get outside and enjoy the 
amazing views and the open space on this site.

SOCCER FIELDS ON A STEEP HILLSIDE?

In February, the city council was presented with several 
different proposals for the future of North Crestview Park. One 
proposal – the “passive use” plan – involved minimal construction 
at the park, with only a walking trail, a couple of benches, and a 
memorial plaque. The other proposals included much more 
significant development, ranging from soccer fields to playgrounds 
to basketball courts, all with a paved road and parking lot. Because 
North Crestview Park is steeply sloped, any playing fields would 

Wildlife corridor preserved in San Carlos 
BY ALICE KAUFMAN LEGISLATIVE ADVOCATE

have required massive grading and retaining walls. Whatever 
natural vegetation was not removed to make way for the playing 
fields would likely have been destroyed during the grading 
operations, leaving only grass and mulched landscaping (which 
offer no cover or habitat for wildlife).

Local residents testified movingly at Parks Commission 
hearings about the great amount and diversity of wildlife to be 
found at North Crestview Park. Deer, rattlesnakes, hawks, gray 
foxes, and numerous bird species have all been seen on this site 
by the neighbors. 

PRESERVING NATURE AND SAVING MONEY

I met with city councilmembers, wrote letters, and spoke at 
meetings to advocate for the passive use plan for this park. In 
the end, it was a combination of environmental and fiscal benefits 
that saved North Crestview. Due to the challenges of the site, it 
was far too expensive to turn into soccer fields, and since the 
local residents clearly valued it as it was, the city council voted 
for the passive use plan. It was a real win for open space and 
wildlife habitat in San Carlos!

Alice Kaufman is one of our Legislative Advocates. 
She is a founding member of Redwood City Neighbors 
United, a community group working to defeat the 
massive Cargill/DMB Saltworks development on the 
Redwood City salt ponds.
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and earthquake hazards from the adjacent Seal Cove Fault. Safety 
and noise concerns about the adjacent airport added to questions 
as to whether housing for developmentally disabled adults was 
appropriate in this industrially zoned district. Citing the desperate 
need for affordable housing for the 70 future residents and 
caretakers, the San Mateo County Board of Supervisors approved 
the original project. But the California Coastal Commission, on 
appeal, agreed with the environmental and safety concerns raised 
by Committee for Green Foothills, the Sierra Club, the Surfrider 
Foundation, the Midcoast Community Council, and neighbors; 
and unanimously denied the project’s Coastal Development 
Permit in August, 2012. This history set into motion the 
negotiations leading to the deal that the developer is apparently 
trying to slide out of.

Developers recently submitted a new application for the controversial Big Wave project near  
the Half Moon Bay airport.

For nearly 10 years, the 
controversial office park and 
housing project known as 
“Big Wave,” near the Half 

Moon Bay Airport, has made its way 
by fits and starts through a 
tumultuous approval process. The 
developer’s general idea was to 
sweeten the massive office park 
component of the development with 
housing units for the developmentally 
disabled. In 2012, however, the 
California Coastal Commission 
unanimously denied the necessary 
Coastal Development Permit.

After the 2012 denial, I worked 
closely with the developer to revise 
the project to ensure that it complied 
with the Coastal Act and Local 
Coastal Program. The housing site 
was moved to a safer location adjacent 
to the Pillar Ridge community, and 
the office park was scaled back. The 
project’s Development Agreement 
and conditions of approval required 
that the first units of housing be 
constructed before the office park, as 
the latter will have significantly more 
impacts, particularly on traffic. 

We were therefore stunned to 
learn that the developer recently submitted an application to 
build some of the office park first. The original agreements require 
that one of the two housing buildings be constructed by May 
2020 and that no office park building permits be issued until the 
housing is under construction. The proposed amendment allows 
development of a portion of the office park immediately and 
requires only that the developer apply for a construction permit 
for the housing by May 2021.

Committee for Green Foothills will continue to push for 
“housing for the developmentally disabled community first,” 
since this pressing need was the fundamental premise on which 
the Big Wave project approval was based. 

Situated on two parcels of land adjacent to the Pillar Point 
Marsh just west of the Half Moon Bay Airport, the initial Big 
Wave proposal faced daunting challenges: it proposed housing 
on lowlands subject to flooding and tsunami inundation hazards 

Big Wave – A Deal is a Deal 
BY LENNIE ROBERTS LEGISLATIVE ADVOCATE
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what you don't see...    

Caltrans 
Praises Its Own 
Work on 280

A Caltrans commemorative 
brochure from 1973 dubbed 
interstate 280 “the world’s most 
beautiful freeway,” and waxed 
poetic: “And what scenery! The 
‘southern gateway to San 
Francisco’ begins in the Santa 
Clara Valley near San Jose, then 
rises through the undulating 
foothills of Los Altos, Palo Alto, 
and Woodside. Further north, it 
winds through the rich, forested 
open space of the San Francisco 
watershed. Each turn in the road 
opens new vistas for the 
motorist: softly rounded, golden 
hills crowned with oaks, broad 
natural meadows surrounded by 
trees, brilliant blue-green waters 
framed by thick woods – all 
unspoiled by the sight of urban 
sprawl.”

it “the world’s most beautiful freeway,” and waxed poetic about the scenery, the 
vistas, the waters, the woods, and the hills.

Today, driving between Palo Alto and San Bruno, what’s striking is not so much 
what Caltrans pointed out that you do see, but what you don’t see. Even before I-280 
was under construction, city and county planners, along with developers, engineers, 
and Chambers of Commerce, had envisioned I-280 opening up Caltrans’ “softly 
rounded, golden hills crowned with oaks” for development of office parks, residential 
subdivisions, and new freeways crossing from the bay to the coast.

Today’s unspoiled vistas, enjoyed by millions of residents and visitors, are due to the 
hard work of Committee for Green Foothills and many others over the past 50 years.  

Beginning with the Palo Alto Foothills, we turned back early schemes to develop 
all the way to Skyline Boulevard, cities and landowners that had planned massive 
development found themselves changing their plans and expectations. Here are some 
notable examples of things you don’t see along 280:

Continued from Page 1

YOU DON’T SEE A GOLF COURSE, INDUSTRIAL 
PARK, LUXURY HOMES, OR A HIGH SCHOOL  
ON STANFORD’S FOOTHILL LANDS:

The oak-studded hills from Arastradero Road to Sand 
Hill Road remain open space and grazing lands, with a 
few low-intensity research facilities. This is thanks to 
Stanford University’s own decision 20 years ago to adopt 
smart-growth principles and concentrate development 
within the immediate campus area, east of Junipero Serra 
Boulevard. Previous generations of University officials 
had contemplated (1) relocating the historic Stanford golf 
course to a site near Felt Lake to free up room for campus 
expansion, (2) building an income-producing industrial 
park on the Webb Ranch next to Ladera, (3) locating 
luxury homes on top of Jasper Ridge’s world-famous 
biological preserve, (4) constructing a new high school on 
40 acres of “Guernsey Field,” now part of the Horse Park 
at Woodside. Other discarded proposals along Sand Hill 
Road west of 280 included disposing of dirt on the former 
Christmas Tree Farm property (burying the oak 
woodland six to ten feet deep), a golf course at the Horse 
Park, and even a major sports stadium. 

1
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what you don't see...    

YOU DON’T SEE A MAJOR  
FREEWAY ON SAND HILL ROAD:

The “Willow Freeway” was to begin at the bay, cut through 
Menlo Park generally along San Francisquito Creek, and 
follow the route of Sand Hill Road and La Honda Road 
up and over Skyline to San Gregorio on the coast. A revolt 
in Menlo Park and subsequent funding shortfalls sent the 
Willow Freeway to the dustbin of history. 

YOU DON’T SEE AN EXTENSION  
OF EDGEWOOD ROAD TO THE COAST. 

Early county highway plans included the extension of 
Edgewood Road through the San Francisco watershed 
lands west of Cañada Road up and over Skyline to meet 
Higgins Purisima Road and Highway 1 near Half Moon Bay. 

YOU DON’T SEE HOMES, A STATE COLLEGE,  
A RESEARCH FACILITY, OR A GOLF COURSE IN 
EDGEWOOD COUNTY PARK AND PRESERVE: 

Variously to be the site of 2,200 homes and condos (in the 
1960s), a state college site (also in the ‘60s), a federal solar 
energy research facility (1976), and a golf course (late ‘70s), 
Edgewood County Park and Preserve now protects unique 
and rare serpentine grassland habitat as well as other 
important foothills habitats. Committee for Green 
Foothills and a coalition of over 20 environmental groups 
fought for that.

YOU DON’T SEE 23,000 HOMES  
NEAR CRYSTAL SPRINGS: 

The 23,000 acres of forests, chaparral, and grasslands that 
surround the lakes in the Crystal Springs watershed, 
stretching from Woodside to San Bruno, were zoned for 
residential development in the 1960s. A historic settlement 
among San Francisco, the federal government, San Mateo 
County, and Caltrans regarding the routing of Highway 
280 resulted in scenic and recreational easements that 
protect the watershed from development. 

2

3

4

5

6
YOU DON’T SEE SPORTS  
FACILITIES IN CRYSTAL SPRINGS  
WATERSHED NEAR WOODSIDE: 

Three golf courses plus tennis courts and an equestrian 
center in the southern area next to Woodside were 
part of a “recreational plan.” All of those proposals 
were dropped eventually, while Committee for Green 
Foothills and other environmental groups advocated 
for permanent protection of these lands. At the 
intersection of I-280 and Highway 92, Bob Lurie and 
the San Francisco Giants proposed a new baseball 
stadium. After Congresswoman Anna Eshoo arranged 
for a meeting among San Mateo County Planning, 
Committee for Green Foothills, and the Lurie 
representatives, this idea was quickly abandoned. 

Lucky us here on the Peninsula! Instead of urban 
sprawl, people from all over the world marvel at the 
unspoiled vistas they enjoy along the “world’s most 
beautiful freeway” so close to the densely populated 
cities of the Peninsula. 

SPRING 2017  |  7
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I recently sat down with Nancy Reyering, a champion for 
open space in Woodside.  Nancy has served on our Board of 
Directors since 2015, and she and her husband, Marty Walker, 
recently joined our Mary Davey Legacy Society. Here’s what she 
had to say about it: 

Q: How did you first get involved with Committee for  
Green Foothills?  

A: I first heard of Committee for Green Foothills when the 
phenomenal Megan Medeiros contacted me about a local activism 
project I’d been involved in, working to get wildlife fencing in 
Woodside. When I learned that this group had been working since 
the 1960s to protect our open spaces, baylands, coast, and farmlands, 
I was overwhelmed with gratitude. 

From the very beginning I’ve had the feeling that I’ve found my tribe. 
I was born in San Francisco and grew up in Belmont, so I’ve seen  
what 60 years of development on our beautiful Peninsula has meant. 

Q: Why did you and Marty decide to add Committee for 
Green Foothills to your estate plans?

A: Because there is no finer legacy to leave than helping to 
preserve what is irreplaceable.

Q: Like you mentioned, you have a history of citizen advocacy 
yourself. What advice would you give to new, aspiring activists?

A: Find something you love and dive in wholeheartedly. Find 
your tribe, nurture relationships, play nicely with others…but don’t 
take “no” as a final answer, and don’t let those who oppose your 
efforts push you around.

Q: What would you say to anyone considering joining  
the Mary Davey Legacy Society?

A: I think Committee for Green Foothills’ work speaks for itself, 
but I would encourage anyone with questions to contact any of us 
on the board or staff to learn more. I couldn’t be prouder of this 
group, and feel truly honored to be a small part of this work to 
protect local nature.

On behalf of our entire organization, thank you Nancy, Marty, 
and all of the wonderful people who have joined our Mary Davey 
Legacy Society. If you are interested in learning more about 
making a legacy gift, please see: www.greenfoothills.org/ 
donate/legacy-giving or give me, Amanda Henry, a call at:  
650-968-7243 x314.

A Conversation with Our Newest  
Legacy Member, Nancy Reyering
BY AMANDA HENRY DEVELOPMENT AND COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER

Nancy Reyering and husband Marty Walker are the newest 
members of our Mary Davey Legacy Society.

Amanda Henry is Committee for Green Foothills’ 
Development and Communications Manager. She 
has a MA degree in Sustainable Development and 
is passionate about conservation and social justice. 
In her free time Amanda enjoys getting outside as 
much as possible.
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Committee for Green Foothills may be at odds with 
the new Gilroy city council over the location of the 
city’s future high speed rail station. 

That’s because in 2012 Gilroy city councilmembers 
chose their downtown as the preferred location for a high speed 
rail (HSR) station. The community strongly supported this 
decision, as did Committee for Green Foothills, because it avoided 
the alternative location --accompanied by new urban growth 
-- in the Agricultural Preserve to the east of the shopping outlets. 
Locating the station in the preserve could have lost 200 acres of 
prime farmland and cause numerous other environmental 
impacts. It would have induced further sprawl and seriously 
jeopardized much needed efforts to revitalize Gilroy’s downtown. 

Unfortunately, this January, just as councilmembers were on 
the cusp of adopting a new downtown HSR station area plan, 
they decided instead to revisit the preferred station location. City 
councilmembers directed staff to update the 2012 analysis of 
advantages and disadvantages of the two proposed station 
locations before proceeding further. Pressure from some in the 
business community who believe the construction impacts will 
be too great for business to bear caused the change of heart. 

While city councilmembers do need to look out for business’s 
short-term interests, they must also take the long-term view of 
the station’s benefits for the downtown and city as a whole. 
Locating the station in the Agricultural Preserve would place it 
in a floodplain. It would require more city investment to create 
and sustain growth around it than would a 
downtown location. Further, Measure H, a 
voter-approved urban growth boundary, 
excludes the Agricultural Preserve from urban 
development. Indeed, the lands within the 
Agricultural Preserve weigh heavily in Santa Clara 
County’s and the Santa Clara Valley Open Space 
Authority’s current effort to develop a regional 
climate and agriculture preservation program.

To complicate matters further, the council 
decided in April to consider an option that 
would run two alignments through the Gilroy 
area: one downtown where the station would 
be located and through the Agricultural 
Preserve on the east side of the city. This ‘split’ 
or ‘Y’ option would allow trains not stopping 
at the station to run east of the city. This option 

was shelved by the California High Speed Rail Authority (CHSRA) 
several years ago as infeasible on a number of levels. The council 
is expected to make a final decision at their May 15, 2017 meeting 
as to which option they will recommend to the CHSRA. 

Instead of considering options that would maximize impacts, 
Gilroy should seek to minimize them by negotiating with the 
CHSRA to address their concerns about the disruptive effects a 
Downtown station and alignment might cause. The city can also 
glean valuable insight from the experiences of Central Valley 
cities such as Fresno and Merced. Both cities chose to locate their 
HSR stations in their downtowns, based on the broad economic 
benefits and sustainable growth they can bring. Both cities are 
also much further along in their station-area planning.
Locating the high speed rail station in Gilroy’s downtown is 
simply the right environmental and economic option. 
Committee for Green Foothills will continue to advocate for 
this smart community supported choice.

Location for Gilroy Rail Station up for Grabs.
Farmland Again at Risk
BY JULIE HUTCHESON LEGISLATIVE ADVOCATE

Portion of the high speed rail under construction in Fresno. In Gilroy the city council is 
considering placing the station in the agricultural preserve.

Julie Hutcheson joined Committee for Green Foothills 
as our Environmental Advocate in 2010. She is a 
member of the Santa Clara County Food System 
Alliance, serves on the Morgan Hill 2035 General 
Plan Advisory Committee and Santa Clara Valley 
Habitat Agency Public Advisory Committee. She is 
also the founder of Thrive! Morgan Hill.
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MMy family has a long history of civic leadership. 
My grandfather, Don Aitken, was one of the 
founding members of Committee for Green 
Foothills. In 2015, I was 25 years old, wanting to 

make a difference on the issue of money in politics but not 
knowing exactly how. When I found out about the Community 
Advocates Leadership Academy, I knew that I had to apply.

The program gave me the courage to lead a San Francisco 
ballot initiative campaign in 2016. I championed Proposition T 
to ban lobbyist campaign contributions, gifts of travel, and 
bundling. But ballot initiative campaigns are a lot of hard work. 
The Community Advocates Leadership Academy equipped me 
with the toolset to draft the policy language, organize the 
campaign, and mobilize people to join the cause 

Surprisingly the most meaningful part of the program wasn’t 
the lessons I learned but the friendships I made with 30 other 
local leaders in the program. The members of this cohort are 
from every walk of life and they care about so many issues, from 

climate, to public health, to education. Seeing these people every 
month invigorated me. We supported one another, improved one 
another, and reminded one other that we can each make an impact.

We did win our local ballot measure. But beyond that it was 
the community of engaged citizens and our potential to create 
change that make me grateful for this program and drives me 
forward with hope. My campaign team, RepresentUs, cannot 
wait for others to do the work we need in our communities, our 
country, and our world. To see change we must act together. I will 
always value the Community Advocates Leadership Academy and 
Committee for Green Foothills for teaching me how to do my part. 

We won our campaign thanks to Community 
Advocates Leadership Academy
BY MORGAN AITKEN-YOUNG COMMUNITY ADVOCATES LEADERSHIP ACADEMY CLASS OF 2016

Morgan joined Committee for Green Foothills in May 
of 2015 as an intern supporting the Community 
Advocates Leadership Academy (CALA), and 
participated in the class the following year. Morgan is 
a native to the Bay Area and enjoys anything that takes 
her outdoors.
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San Mateo County
COUNTY OF SAN MATEO — where the Draft Comprehensive 
Transportation Management Plan (CTMP), a comprehensive 
update of Princeton area plan and zoning, and new countywide 
Subdivision Regulations, including Lot Merger and Lot Retirement 
Policies, will be available for public review this summer.  Advocate 
Lennie Roberts has been keeping tabs on these major  
planning efforts.

Santa Clara County
CITY OF GILROY — where the 2040 General Plan update process 
will resume now that Measure H, the urban growth boundary 
initiative, was resoundingly passed by the voters of Gilroy. The 
city council directed staff to reevaluate the land use alternatives 
and reconvene the General Plan Advisory Committee to consider 
these alternatives. At least one community workshop is anticipated 
to take place as well to gather input on the alternatives.  
CITY OF GILROY — where the city council has called for a 
reevaluation of the advantages and disadvantages to the alternative 
high speed rail station locations despite having chosen the 
downtown location as the preferred site in 2012. We are continuing 
to advocate for the downtown location as it is the environmentally 
and economically superior choice.

CITY OF MORGAN HILL AND LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION COMMISSION 

(LAFCO) — who have authorized a settlement agreement on the 
CEQA lawsuit LAFCO brought against the City of Morgan Hill’s 
2035 General Plan Environmental Impact Report (EIR). The 
settlement requires the city to prepare an “Annexation EIR” that 
would analyze environmental impacts to all lands that could 
potentially be brought into the city per the 2035 General Plan. 
The new EIR must include a full water supply assessment and 
assessments of the Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Master Plans. 
COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA – where the Climate and Agriculture 
Preservation Program (CAPP) team has released its preliminary 
mapping products, lessons learned from other agricultural 
preservation programs, and a summary of key findings to date. 
Advocate Julie Hutcheson who serves on the CAPP Food and 
Farming Technical Advisory Panel will be reviewing the draft 
CAPP which is expected to be released in May or June.
COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA – where a proposal for the Cordoba 
Center, a complex for religious and cultural facilities, is raising 
concerns of urban level development and impacts in a rural area. 
We have submitted comments on the Notice of Preparation for 
an Environmental Impact Report.

The Committee is Watching...

The Committee Applauds...
San Mateo County
HALF MOON BAY CITY COUNCIL — for deciding to separate the 
Local Coastal Program (LCP) Update from the General Plan 
Elements Update, and giving direction to prioritize completion 
of the LCP.
SAN MATEO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS — for moving forward 
on the first segment of the multi-modal Parallel Trail, which will 
allow safe pedestrian and bicycle travel for residents to travel 
north from the Half Moon Bay City Limits to Coronado Street 
in El Granada. The Parallel Trail, when completed, will enable 
residents thoughout the Midcoast and Half Moon Bay to commute 
to and from school, visit businesses, and connect neighborhoods, 
without relying on vehicular travel or crossing Highway 1 
unnecessarily. 
SAN CARLOS CITY COUNCIL — for voting for walking trails rather 
than sports fields in North Crestview Park, an undeveloped piece 
of land that forms a wildlife corridor connecting large areas of 

open space. By choosing a passive use option for North Crestview 
Park, San Carlos is protecting the birds and animals that use and 
move through this critical area.

Santa Clara County
LOS GATOS TOWN COUNCIL — for prioritizing the revision of Los 
Gatos’ wildlife-friendly fencing ordinance to better protect 
animals and enhance wildlife migration.
SAN JOSE CITY COUNCIL — for voting to prioritize working on 
bird-safe design guidelines for buildings near creeks. San Jose’s 
bird-safe design guidelines currently apply only to a small area 
north of Highway 237; now, city staff will begin studying the 
possibility of expanding this to include all the areas along San 
Jose’s creeks, where birds tend to congregate.
SAN JOSE CITY COUNCIL — for voting to study ways to increase 
funding of San Jose’s neglected parks system, including a possible 
parks bond measure for 2018. 
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at our  
Nature's Inspiration  

benefit on September 24  
Stay Tuned!

2017 Member Survey

Check Out Our 2016 Annual Report

For more information about this and other events, please see: 

www.greenfoothills.org/calendar

Please take a moment to share your thoughts and ideas by completing the attached 

survey. Completed surveys can be returned using the enclosed envelope, or online at: 

www.greenfoothills.org/2017survey

2016 was an exciting year for us here at Committee for Green Foothills.  Check 

out some of our biggest victories over the past year in our Annual Report 

www.greenfoothills.org/2016report

Join Us Online!
Sign-up for our action alerts today at: 
www.greenfoothills.org/action-alert-sign-up

3921 East Bayshore Road 

Palo Alto, CA 94303

C O M M I T T E E  F O R  
G R E E N  F O O T H I L L S

WE’RE THRILLED  
TO BE HONORING:

Joan  
Baez


