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Dear <<salutation>>, 

Look around. Every tree, every park, every hillside that you see 
has a story – one of people coming together to protect it. It is in 
the DNA of the people who live in San Mateo and Santa Clara 
counties to take action when nature is threatened.

For 55 years Committee for Green Foothills has fought to 
ensure the beautiful places that inspire us are protected so that 
our children and grandchildren can enjoy them as we have. 
With your support we celebrated a lot of wins in 2016, and I 
expect many more in 2017.

As you read the stories in this report, you’ll see that our successes 
are rooted in the ongoing commitment of people like you. On 
behalf of everyone with Committee for Green Foothills, I thank 
you for making 2016 another incredible year.

In service,

Megan Medeiros 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Victories Across the Map

We fought hard on 37 local land use 

issues in 2016, and celebrated many 

victories. Some of these wins were 

many years in the making. Others 

came quickly, always because of 

pressure put on by the powerful 

activist network we support. This  

map illustrates the range of our 

projects. Continue through this  

report to read more about some  

of our biggest victories.
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Victories Across the Map

SAN MATEO COUNTY
Saved scenic views and 
nixed new electronic 
billboards (p6)

REDWOOD CITY
Abandoned plans to 
dredge the bay to build a 
massive office complex

MORGAN HILL 
Saved 771 acres of farm-
land by halting Southeast 
Quadrant annexation

SAN JOSE 
Worked to protect wildlife, 
water, and farmland in 
Coyote Valley
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PACIFICA
69% of Pacifica voters 
rejected Measure W, 
preserving sensitive 
habitat and open space 

CAL FIRE 
Worked for protection 
for 87 old growth trees

HALF MOON BAY  
Worked for strong 
policies protecting 
farmland and sensitive 
habitat in general plan 
update

EAST PALO ALTO
Included strong 
language for parks 
and conservation  
in general plan

GILROY 
Voters passed Measure  
H, an urban growth 
boundary initiative (p4)

MOSS BEACH
Protected open space and 
rare coastal grassland 
habitat at Vallemar Bluffs 
(p5)



Farmland or asphalt? That was the 
question. Committee for Green 
Foothills and our allies scored a critical 
victory in the ongoing battle between 
farmland and sprawl when 66% of 
voters said ‘yes’ to Gilroy’s Measure H. 
The law now stands as Gilroy’s first 
ever voter-approved urban growth 
boundary. This outcome was a direct 

voter response to a 2015 attempt by 
the City of Gilroy to annex 721 acres 
of farmland so the land could be 
developed, extending urban sprawl. 

The campaign was spearheaded by 
the citizen group Gilroy Growing 
Smarter. Committee for Green 
Foothills was a partner in this 
campaign. Our Advocate Julie 
Hutcheson has been working  
on farmland preservation in south 
Santa Clara County since 2010. 
Having already defeated Morgan 
Hill’s proposal to develop the 
Southeast Quadrant, Julie worked 
tirelessly to get Measure H passed. 

Gilroy 
farmland

SAVED “This victory was 
possible because  
a large community 
of people believed 
that farmland was 
something worth 
fighting for.” 

- Sandie Silva  
Farmer and member  
of Gilroy Growing 
Smarter
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All coastal bluffs erode and crumble 
into the ocean. Some, including 
Vallemar Bluffs, also host rare coastal 
prairie grassland habitat. Nonetheless, 
the owners of the seven parcels of 
land on the Vallemar Bluffs in Moss 
Beach wanted to build seven houses.

With spectacular views of cliffs, a 
pocket beach, and intertidal reefs, 

the 2.4-acre Vallemar Bluffs is the 
only known home of the coast yellow 
leptosiphon, a small plant in the Phlox 
family.

Thanks to community pressure and 
the work of Committee for Green 
Foothills, the property owners agreed 
to build on only four lots. A fee on 
those homes will fund habitat 
restoration on the other three lots.  
We are working to ensure enforcement 
of the permanent habitat protections. 
This is an important win for this 
coastal gem, where we have opposed 
inappropriate development for 25 
years. We applaud the landowners 
willingness to work with us.

vallemar 
bluffs

PROTECTED “Thank you Committee 
for Green Foothills 
for all you have 
done to preserve  
this beautiful place.” 

- Valdeir Faria Filho 
Half Moon Bay resident, 
currently enrolled in our 
Community Advocates 
Leadership Academy
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Big ugly billboards. Would you like 
more of them in San Mateo County? 
Well, probably not, but last year the 
county flirted with putting them 
on county lands to raise money 
without raising taxes. “San Mateo 
County shouldn’t be an agent for 
visual pollution,” said our advocate 
Lennie Roberts. She sent a letter 
on behalf of Committee for Green 
Foothills to the San Mateo County 
Board of Supervisors, then called the 
Almanac, which wrote an editorial 
that in turn led to TV coverage. 
Lennie also invited our members to 
weigh in. Over 225 people wrote or 
emailed county supervisors. The quick 
community response and Committee 

for Green Foothill’s advocacy killed 
the idea. “More billboards made no 
sense,” says Lennie. But when ideas 
like this come up, residents have to 
organize opposition to stop their 
implementation.

visual 
blight

STOPPED

“I was very concerned 
about the possibility of 
installing billboards 
on county lands and 
was glad that it was 
opposed by Committee 
for Green Foothills.” 

- Dave Pine
Member of the San 
Mateo County Board of 
Supervisors & Former 
CGF Board Member
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“Once I thought the battles would end someday,  

but I know now that conservation battles never end. 

We just pass the torch to new generations.” 

- OLLIE MAYER

3921 EAST BAYSHORE ROAD  

PALO ALTO, CA 94303

WWW.GREENFOOTHILLS.ORG
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