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By Peter Drekmeier

In 1995, when I was offered a job with 
the Devil’s Slide Campaign, I jumped 
at the opportunity to work with Lennie 
Roberts, one of the greatest environmen-
tal leaders in the history of the Bay Area.

Less than a week passed before things 
started heating up. During a heavy rain 
storm, Highway 1 began to slump toward 
the ocean, turning the town of Montara 
into a giant cul de sac. Angry commuters 
began demanding an immediate fix to the 
road closure. Many embraced the Devil’s 
Slide Bypass, which, despite fierce opposi-
tion from the Sierra Club and Committee 
for Green Foothills, was the “preferred 
alternative” at the time. The odds were 
against us.

Fortunately for the coast, we had 
Lennie Roberts and Ollie Mayer on our 
side. The two had been following the 
issue since the early 1970s, and they knew 
the details inside and out. Whenever we 
needed documentation, we could count 
on them to produce it. Mike McCabe, 
a reporter for the Chronicle, once asked 
me why he could always get information 
quickly from us, but rarely from Caltrans. 

Despite the pressure we were under, 
Lennie always kept her cool, providing 
the leadership we needed to build our 
campaign. We produced fact sheets and 
newsletters, and launched an aggressive 
media campaign. Lennie made the case 
that viable alternatives to the Devil’s 
Slide Bypass existed that would not harm 
Montara Mountain and McKnee Ranch 
State Park. More importantly, a tun-
nel would protect the coast from rapid 
growth, which is why the developers 
opposed it.

Lennie didn’t just know the issue, she 
also knew the system. After all, she had 
helped write the Local Coastal Plan and 
had led the effort for the San Mateo 
County Land Conservation Initiative in 

the 1980s.  Her clout helped pressure the 
Board of Supervisors into eventually sup-
porting an independent tunnel study that 
would prove its feasibility.

To build our support base, we launched 
a dynamic community outreach program 
aimed at engaging people at the grassroots 
level. Midcoast Citizens for the Tunnel 
and Pacifica’s Tunnel Alternative for 
Highway 1 were formed to emphasize the 
local faces of the campaign. Hundreds of 
people wrote letters to the editor, attend-
ed public hearings, and collected signa-
tures for our citizens’ initiative. It was the 
greatest show of community involvement 
I’ve ever seen, and it turned the tide.

One of the highlights of the campaign 
was when Highway 1 finally reopened. 
Bypass proponents were invited to the 
opening ceremony, but tunnel advo-
cates were excluded. This didn’t stop 
us.  As Tunnelistas marched north 
along Highway 1 from Montara, south 
from Pacifica, and even over Montara 
Mountain to descend on the press confer-

ence. We felt our power.
As the speakers droned on about what 

a great job Caltrans had done, the slight 
purr of a small plane could be heard 
in the distance. As it appeared over the 
ocean, we noticed the banner in tow – 
“Think Tunnel.” As the plane circled 
the event, I could see a slight smile on 
Lennie’s face. Once again, she had stolen 
the show.

We went on to pass the Devil’s Slide 
Tunnel Initiative with a whopping 74% 
of the Countywide vote. Yet another 
feather in Lennie’s cap.

And so it is fitting that the Committee 
for Green Foothills celebrate Lennie’s 30 
years of volunteer non-profit work this fall.  
Lennie has led the way for numerous such 
efforts, for the Committee, and for envi-
ronmentalists like me.   

Thank you Lennie!   CGF  
  

Leading the Way — Lennie Roberts

Green Footnotes

Lennie Roberts

Peter Drekmeier is a native Palo Altan 
that has co-founded several non-profit orga-
nizations, including Bay Area Action (now 
Acterra), Stanford Open Space Alliance and 
Environmentalists Against War. He is cur-
rently the Bay Area Program Director for the 
Tuolomne River Trust and Vice Mayor of 
Palo Alto.   
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Committee for Green Foothills is a grassroots 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization working to 
establish and maintain land use policies that 
protect the environment throughout San Mateo 
and Santa Clara County.

Founded in 1962, Committee for Green 
Foothills is leading the continuing effort to 
protect open space and the natural environ-
ment of the Peninsula and Coast. Through 
grassroots education, planning and legislative 
advocacy, CGF works to protect and preserve 
our local natural resources, views and open 
space.
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C o m m i t t e e  f o r

G r e e n  Footh i lls From the 
President ...

This spring, CGF’s community forum featured Phillip Fradkin, who recently 
published a biography of our co-founder and first president, entitled 

Wallace Stegner and the American West.  It’s a fascinating read.  What I found 
striking about Stegner’s life is that, despite extremely humble origins, he was able 
to make seminal contributions in several distinct endeavors: local and national 
land conservation, the writing of fiction and nonfiction, the teaching of creative 
writing and the mentoring of new talent.  His contributions made an indelible 
mark on those fields that he cared passionately about.  However, Fradkin’s book 
also makes clear that Stegner was a complex man who became extremely frus-
trated when he encountered reversals and who had a hard time letting go of his 
disappointments. 

Preserving the natural landscapes of our area is a vitally important cause, as 
much as it was when Stegner, Lois Crozier Hogle and Ruth Spangenberg found-
ed CGF in 1962. While the Committee and its area partners have an admirable 
record of success, as our local green hills bear witness, CGF has had its share of 
reversals too.  CGF is one of the few organizations that maintains a “Victories 
and Defeats” page on its web site because we believe that we can learn as much 
or more from our setbacks as our successes.  However, we would be ineffective 
advocates for our cause if we let our reversals slow us down or defeat us.  After 
all, GCF has been working to preserve agriculture in Coyote Valley for 25 years 
and Lennie Roberts worked some 36 years for the Devil’s Slide Tunnel!

My intent here is not to be in any way critical of Wallace Stegner.  Far from it!  
I only want to highlight the importance of celebrating the victories and cheer-
ing for those who do the challenging work of preserving our natural heritage.  
CGF is fortunate to have an extraordinarily committed Board of Directors and 
the incredibly talented and dedicated team of Wendee Crofoot, Brian Schmidt, 
Lennie Roberts, and Cynthia D’Agosta on staff.  This September, we have a 
unique opportunity to celebrate as CGF salutes Lennie Robert’s incredible 40 
years of accomplishments with CGF, as detailed elsewhere in Green Footnotes.  I 
hope you can join us there.  

Finally, I want to thank you for your support for CGF and your commitment 
to our mission of protecting and preserving the hills, forests, creeks, wetlands, 
and coastal lands of the Santa Clara and San Mateo Counties..  

— Jeff Segall
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From the 
Executive Director ...

Since joining CGF in May, I’ve come to appreciate 
the history and power of this great organization in a 

much different light than before.  I’d always supported and 
admired the Committee’s work, but hadn’t truly seen how 
strong and committed the network and organization really 
is.  The Committee for Green Foothills always has been, 
and continues to be, an exceptional assembly of individu-
als who care deeply about this place we call home. Those 
involved give it their all — volunteering time, talent, and 
financial support for the good of the environment. I see 
now that the Committee truly embodies the universal 
meaning of a “committee”, (see definition) and I am hon-
ored to have been selected as the new Executive Director.

The spark that ignites the energy of the Committee 
comes from its members, staff and Board of Directors who 
have made my introductory quarter both productive and 
fun.  As a grass roots organization, there is no finer nor 
more dedicated group to work with.  I am excited about 
diving into the ambitious agenda of the Committee’s five 
year Strategic Plan and continuing the tradition of pursuing 
important advocacy work.  

Joining such an energetic team is like jumping on a mov-
ing merry-go-round! As you can see from the reports in this 
edition of Green Footnotes, the team has been very busy 
these last few months:  
n  Conducting the Santa Clara County Farm Tour
n  Winning Patagonia’s “Voice your Choice” grant program 
n  Planning and fundraising for the annual fall event “Nature’s 

Inspiration”, a party you won’t want to miss
n  Advocating for important land use issues throughout both 

counties 
n  and transitioning to a new staff & Directors!

In addition to all of this, the 
Committee was joined recently by two 
new Board members – Gail Kaiser and 
Sandy Emerson whom we welcome whole 
heartedly !  And of course, we said good-
bye to our outgoing Executive Directors 
Holly Van Houten and Corrina Marshall.  
From Holly we hear that motherhood 
and consulting are filling her time nicely, 
and Corrina has found a new home at the 
International Museum of Women in San 
Francisco.  They’ve not gone far, and I’m 
certain we will be seeing more of them at 
future CGF events! 

So, a successful transition is underway 
– our work is going strong –the Committee keeps growing 
– and many more opportunities await us.  What an exciting 
time and place to be, I look forward to meeting and work-
ing with the many members of the Committee as we move 
forward!   

— Cynthia D’Agosta

Webster’s definitions of ’committee’:
— a self constituted organization for the promotion 
of a common cause or objective
— a body delegated to consider, take action on, or 
report on some matter 
— a group designated to investigate a particular 
issue and make recommendations for legislative or 
administrative action

Gail Kaiser

Sandy Emerson
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By Lennie Roberts

In Homer’s epic voyage, The Odyssey, 
Odysseus faced inescapable threats from 
two sea monsters, Scylla and Charybdis, 
situated on opposite sides of the Strait of 
Messina between Sicily and Italy. Any ship 
passing too close to the six-headed mon-
ster Scylla, would lose precious sailors to 
the ravenous monster.  Charybdis had a 
single gaping mouth that  sucked in huge 
quantities of water and belched them out 
three times a day, creating whirlpools, 
which threatened to destroy the entire ship. 
Odysseus had to choose which monster to 
confront when passing through the narrows.

The City of Half Moon Bay threw itself 
into a modern-day version of Odysseus’ per-
ilous journey when it chose not to appeal 
a questionable federal lower court decision 
regarding development on wetlands on a 
24-acre parcel called Beachwood.  Judge 
Vaughn Walker found that a City drain-
age project, constructed at the request of a 
former owner of the property, had created 
the wetlands, which rendered the property 
undevelopable.  Judge Walker assessed dam-
ages and costs against the City of over $40 
million, which is four times greater than its 
annual budget.

Despite offers from the State Attorney 
General to help, the City Council decided 
not to appeal this decision, but instead 
entered into a settlement agreement with 

developer “Chop” Keenan in which the 
City would seek legislation (AB 1991 – 
Mullin) to exempt the Beachwood property 
from all environmental laws, including 
CEQA, the Coastal Act, Fish and Game 
Codes, stormwater pollution controls, as 
well as traffic mitigations, school and park 
fees, and affordable housing requirements.  
As a bonus, the settlement agreement 
included the same sweeping exemptions 
from State environmental laws for the adja-
cent 12-acre Glencree property that was 
not part of the Beachwood litigation, but 
on which Keenan holds an option.  If the 
legislation does not pass, the City will gain 
title to the Beachwood property at a cost of 
$18 million. 

The two choices set up by the settlement 
agreement are reminiscent of the ancient 
Scylla and Charybdis dilemma.

The Charybdis-like statewide preceden-
tial consequences of exempting two proper-
ties in the coastal zone from all environ-
mental laws are enormous.  Any city that 
chooses to comply with a lower court ruling 
rather than appeal, or that faces a financial 
crisis, could seek similar legislative relief and 
argue for equal treatment.  Alternatively, 
the Scylla-like $18 million price tag for the 
property would mean a major drain on the 
City’s finances, even with a long term bond 
to finance it.

Recently, the City’s financial “plight” 
has been ameliorated by a $5 million reim-

bursement of already incurred legal costs 
through ABAG’s pooled liability fund. 
There may be additional funds coming 
from secondary or “excess” insurance as 
well. These funds can be applied to the $18 
million.  The City can also sell the property 
to a developer, which would further offset 
its liability. The wetlands, whether man-
made or natural, do not cover the entire 
property.  In 2003, the Coastal Commission 
issued a permit that would have allowed 19 
homes on the property, so clearly the land 
is not without any value whatsoever.  If 
the Legislature can find a way to help the 
City through a legitimate grant for public 
purposes, the combination of these revenue 
sources would reduce the City’s obligation 
to a more reasonable level. 

In the myth, Odysseus decided against 
risking his ship and its entire crew in the 
Charybdis whirlpools.  Instead he sailed his 
ship closer to the monster Scylla who killed 
only part of his crew.

Although AB 1991 passed through the 
Assembly by a 46-17 vote through avoiding 
the key environmental committees, the bill 
is now stalled in the Senate, where alterna-
tives are being discussed.  Senator Leland 
Yee, who represents Half Moon Bay, has 
insisted that environmental laws not be 
sacrificed in order to rescue the City.  CGF 
will continue to work with the various 
interested parties to see if there is a rea-
sonable way to address this dilemma.  CGF

Scylla and Charybdis:  
The Greeks Had Nothing on Half Moon Bay

Jurvetson
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By Brian Schmidt

When developers withdrew their plan to build a new 
city on 3,000 acres of farmland in Coyote Valley, a new 
threat appeared on the horizon from an unexpected 
source, Gavilan College, before we could celebrate our 
victory. 

Unfortunately, perhaps unwittingly, Gavilan College 
is proposing to build a new campus in northern Coyote 
Valley far from the main population centers served by 
the Gavilan College District – Morgan Hill, Gilroy, and 
Hollister. Since few people live nearby, it will be virtually 
impossible to reach the campus except by car. 

From the college district’s perspective, the benefit of 
this proposal is the land is free. But the effect of this gift 
by the developers will be to accelerate the conversion of 
neighboring land to non-agricultural uses – making it 
more difficult for farming to survive in the area.  In that 
sense it resembles the past proposal to locate a massive 
athletic facility in rural Almaden Valley – an attempt to 
change the nature of that area that Committee for Green 
Foothills helped to defeat.

Loss of farmland, reduced wildlife habitat, and more 
car traffic are all potential impacts of this poorly planned 
project.  We at the Committee have submitted com-
ments on the environmental documentation, and we will 
continue to watch it closely, while working for a much 
improved outcome. CGF

Gavilan College 
Proposal: 
Not a Smart Idea 

By Lennie Roberts

Windy Hill, the prominent 
“bald hill” that can be seen 
from almost anywhere on the 
Peninsula, has been the scene of a 
wonderful group tradition among 
a group of friends and neighbors 
that began about 25 years ago.  

Rather than ushering in the 
New Year with late night partying 
and noisemaking, this intrepid 
bunch instituted a New Year’s 
Day Walk/Run from the “bot-
tom of the hill” off Willowbrook 
in Portola Valley to the summit 
of Windy Hill.  The walkers are 
given a head start, the runners 
pass them on the way, and there 
is a sag wagon that delivers a 
sumptuous Brunch to the picnic 
area at Spring Ridge adjacent to 
Skyline Boulevard.  

We brush away any lingering 
cobwebs of the Old Year, and 
savor the New, admiring the 

panoramic views from the Pacific 
Ocean to the Bay and beyond to 
the Diablo Range.

We’ve celebrated the sparkling 
New Year in almost all possible 
weather conditions – rain or 
shine!  We’re reminded of our 
great good fortune to be able to 
enjoy this special Open Space 
Preserve, thanks to the gener-
osity of donors to Peninsula 
Open Space Trust, and to the 
Midpeninsula Regional Open 
Space District, which acquired 
the initial portion of the Preserve 
from POST in 1981.

What better way to antici-
pate a new and hopefully bet-
ter future than to connect with 
Mother Earth, which sustains 
and supports our very existence!  
And how grateful our group 
is for all who have worked to 
preserve our amazing Peninsula 
landscape!  CGF

Ringing in the  
New at Windy Hill

Do you have a favorite tradition for enjoying our parks and 
open space preserves? In future Green Footnotes, we plan to fea-
ture some of the wonderful trails and other special places that 
make the Santa Clara and San Mateo counties such an enjoy-
able place to live.

Windy Hill New Year’s Gang 2005

G
race Abbot

Project Site
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by Ralph Nobles

A decade ago, San Francisco International Airport (SFO) pro-
posed expanding its runways into the Bay, which would have 
required filling some 400 acres of open waters. As mitigation, the 
airport was willing to purchase Cargill Corporation’s vast South 
Bay salt ponds for restoration. The airport expansion was sub-
sequently dropped due to changed economic conditions, but by 
that time, the Federal EPA determined that the restoration project 
was sufficiently meritorious to enter into negotiations to purchase 
Cargill’s salt ponds on behalf of Federal and State agencies. 

Cargill agreed to sell 15,100 acres of their salt ponds, stretching 
from Newark to Menlo Park, plus 1,400 acres in Napa County, for 
$100 million in direct payments plus tax credits of $143 million, 
ostensibly as a donation.  However, if the purchase included the 
remaining 1,420 acres in Redwood City, Cargill’s price was $300 
million.  Because of the exorbitant cost of $200 million for just 
1,420 acres, the Redwood City ponds were not included in the 
eventual purchase, although they are included within the autho-
rized boundary of the Don Edwards San Francisco Bay National 
Wildlife Refuge.

Cargill’s asking prices were based on the so-called “appraised fair 
market” value.  Environmentalists questioned the $200 million val-
uation of the Redwood City salt ponds, since they were not zoned 
for development.  There were three appraisals of the salt ponds in 
question, as is required. Two of the three appraisals were so unjus-
tifiably high that the two appraisers who made them were both dis-
ciplined and one of the two had his license revoked for three years, 
although that decision has been appealed. 

As a resident of Redwood City, my main concerns have been 
with Cargill’s Redwood City salt ponds that were left out of the 
purchase.  It strikes me as perverse and ironic that the only remain-
ing salt ponds still at risk of sprawling development are those in 
Redwood City. 

But this saga of the salt ponds isn’t over!   Instead it is entering a 
climactic phase.

Two years ago, Minnesota-based Cargill took on an Arizona 
development partner, DMB, which has been aggressively market-
ing an upscale housing development, called the “50-50 Plan”, that 
would be located on half of the former Redwood City salt ponds.  
Redwood City officials have tacitly encouraged this plan rather than 
pointing out that the land use and zoning designations of Open 
Space and Tidal Plain allow no such use. This fact, plus Redwood 
City’s record of never having seen a big bay wetland development it 
didn’t like, led to the formation this spring of the Open Space Vote 
(OSV) alliance.

Open Space Vote is comprised of several environmental organiza-
tions, including Friends of Redwood City, Save the Bay, Sequoia 
Audubon, Sierra Club, Citizens Committee to Complete the 
Refuge and Committee for Green Foothills, as well as many citizens 
who are all concerned about the future of Redwood City’s open 
space and Baylands.

Open Space Vote recently qualified a ballot initiative that would 
amend the Redwood City Charter to require a two thirds majority 
vote in order to develop Redwood City’s open space, tidal plain or 
parks. In just 45 days, citizens gathered over 8,000 signatures from 
Redwood City residents - more than enough to qualify the measure 
for the November, 2008 ballot.  The City Council’s reaction has 
been to attack the sponsoring organizations, including calling Save 
the Bay an “outsider”.  On August 4, the Council voted to place 
a competing measure on the November ballot, hoping to confuse 
voters and defeat the Open Space Vote measure.

The voters of Redwood City have turned down two huge Bay-
filling developments in the past. What will be the fate of the last 
Cargill lands?  Stay tuned for farther developments in this fasci-
nating drama.  CGF

Note:  Ralph Nobles is the Chair of the Friends of Redwood City.   
Ralph led the successful citizens referendum to prevent development 
of Bair Island in 1982, and subsequently served for 9 years on the 
Redwood City Planning Commission and 14 years on the San Mateo 
County Planning Commission.

Redwood City’s Cargill Salt Ponds

The South Bay’s Last Large 
Unprotected Open Space

Welcome Laurel!
Committee for Green Foothills welcomes Laurel Smith on her internship here at the CGF office.  

Laurel is a Los Altos native and a recent graduate from San Diego State University.  She will be 
using her Spanish fluency and her interest in environmental advocacy by working with us for the 
summer and fall of 2008.  Readers can look forward to seeing her work in future newsletters and 
on the CGF website.
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by Brian Schmidt

In a recent decision smacking of judicial 
activism, the California Supreme Court 
ruled in behalf of a minority of landown-
ers, overriding the majority of voters in a 
Santa Clara County Open Space Authority 
election. 

We at CGF participated in a “Friend 
of the Court” brief on behalf of the Open 
Space Authority, and are sorry things didn’t 
go the right way. This decision will make 
future funding of open space purchases by 
any California government agency more 
difficult, although not impossible. 

California law, since Proposition 13, 
allows a simple majority of voters to 
decrease tax rates but requires a two-
thirds supermajority to increase “special 
taxes” (taxes meant for specific purposes). 
“Special assessments,” however, are differ-
ent from “special taxes” in that they pro-
vide special benefit [to specific properties], 
and don’t require a two-thirds vote. 

The entire legal battle is over what con-
stitutes “special assessments.” Proposition 
218, passed in 1996, tightened the legal 
requirements for special assessments in 
ways that remained poorly defined – prob-
ably to encourage voters to approve the 
measure. 

As the Supreme Court notes, Prop. 218 
created a paradox whereby a “special dis-
trict” could constitute all the parcels that 
receive a special benefit from the assess-
ment, but it also says that if the benefit 
reaches every parcel in the district then it 
isn’t a “special benefit” but rather a general 
benefit that needs a supermajority to pass.

The Supreme Court dealt with this 
paradox by saying that if parcels receive 
“direct advantages” from the benefit, like 
proximity to a park, then it’s a special 
benefit even if conferred on all parcels in 
the district. So far, so good. But then the 
Court spends the remainder of the opin-
ion ignoring what it just said. 

The Open Space Authority had justi-
fied the assessment by describing the 
direct advantages all parcels in the district 
would receive, such as better views and 
improved access to public recreation. The 
Court ignored this and said that these 
benefits aren’t special benefits and fall 

under Prop. 218 proscriptions because 
they reach everyone, ignoring what it had 
just previously said that direct advantages 
reaching everyone still qualify as special 
assessments.

So why would the Supreme Court 
behave so strangely? The likely reason 
is that Prop. 218 was a reaction by the 
voters to a previous Supreme Court rul-
ing that allowed expansive uses of special 
districts. The Court is aware that initia-
tive propositions are the only mechanisms 
that voters have to overrule it, so the 
Court may have felt obligated to rule that 
the Open Space Authority’s special assess-
ment constituted a standard property 
assessment.

Short of a new proposition that will 
overrule Propositions 218 and 13, this 
decision is the last word on this issue, 
and an assessment like the Open Space 
Authority’s will require a two-thirds 
supermajority. However, somewhat dif-
ferent special assessments may still be 
possible. Assessments that set up prior-
ity acquisition areas and assess more in 
the immediate vicinity of those areas or 
assess more when acquisitions are first 
made might still be legal. This is some-
thing that will have to be tested in the 
future.  CGF

Court Overturns Vote, Harms Enviroment

CGF Receives Grant   
Thank You CGF Members 
and Patagonia!

In June, CGF was selected by 
Patagonia to be one of five local envi-
ronmental organizations eligible to 
receive a $4,000 grant.  The catch – our 
members had to go to the Palo Alto 
Patagonia store and vote for CGF as 
their favorite non-profit by July 19.  
It was close, but on July 21 we were 
informed that CGF had the most votes 
and would receive the $4,000 grant! The 
check was presented to CGF at an in-
store celebration on August 2.  

To everyone that voted for CGF 
— Thank you for taking the time to 
visit Patagonia and vote for CGF.  We 
couldn’t have done it without you.  

The entire legal battle 
is over what constitutes 
“special assessments.”

Matt Burrows, Jeff Segall, Jennnifer Drew, Edoardo G. Buenaobra and Mary Davey
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Foothills 
Millennium Fund

These generous major donors of 
$1,000 or more in the past fiscal 
year have made an extraordinary 
commitment to local open space 
protection.  We are pleased to 
recognize them as members of the 
Foothills Millennium Fund.

Grace Abbott and Nils Nilsson
Margalynne Armstrong 
 and Andrew Pierce
Tom Ashton and Annette 
 Glanckopf
Jim Blanchard and Terry 
 Sweeney
Steve Blank and Alison Elliott
Jobst Brandt
Allan and Marilyn Brown
Linda Brownrigg and Philip Lewis
Gretchen Burke
Matthew Burrows
Elizabeth Chamberlain
Helen E. Charpentier
Robin Clark and Mary Mackiernan
Law Offices of Cotchett, Pitre & 

McCarthy
Mary and Jack Davey
L. Peter Deutsch
Laurence (Baron) Dorcy
Carl H. Feldman
Jan and Bob Fenwick
Rob and Susan Flint
Jim Foran
Michael and Cathleen Foster
Elaine and John French
Steve and Leslie Furney-Howe
Larry and Penny Hassett
Mary Hufty
Michael Jacobson and Trine 

Sorensen
Cathie and Pitch Johnson
Miles Jones
Tom and Madge Jordan
Suzanne Keith
Dana and Mike Kimsey
Danielle Lambert and Tony Fadell
Ambassador Bill and Mrs. Jean Lane
Susan Lang and Robert Levenson
Peter and Sue LaTourrette
Sidney and Linda Liebes
Tom Lockard and Alix Marduel
Henry Lowman
Tor and Nancy Lund
Margaret  and Jamis 

 MacNiven
Alice Anne Martineau and Olivia 

Bartlett
Olive and Henry Mayer
Dean and LaVon Morton
Brad and Judy O’Brien
Elena Pernasgiz-Battles and Matt 

Battles
David and Jocelyn Perrone
Dave and Jane Pine
Joan and Bill Porter
Carolyn and William Reller
Karen Scussel and Curt Riffle
Lennie and Mike Roberts
Jean Rusmore
Katie Sanborn and Barbara Wright 
Margaret Schink
Brian Schmidt and Karen Coppock
Albert and Jo Schreck
Jeff and Meridith Segall
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin A. Seipp, Jr.
Nancy and Greg Serrurier
Leonard J. Shustek and Donna 

Dubinsky
Tanya Slesnick and Ted  Mitchell 
Geoff and Colleen Tate
David and Karie Thomson
Elizabeth Touma
Jeanie Nieri Treichel
April Vargas
Mark Vernon
Nancy and Ted Vian
K. Christie Vogel
Jamie and Joe Wang
Diane Jordan Wexler and Bruce 

Beron 
Bill and Jan Whitmer
Ciddy and Bob Wordell

Individual Donors

Gifts of all sizes help ensure the 
future of local open space.  We’d like 
to thank the following donors for 
their gifts of $1 - $999

Ken and Gabrielle Adelman
Donald and Barbara Aitken
Judy Alessandri
Michael Alexander
Rhoda Alexander
Matthew and Marcia Allen
John and Kathryn Allen
Marjorie J. Anderson
Tony Anthony
Midori Aogaichi 
Nancy Arbuckle and  

Cedric Crocker
Norman Arslan 
Keith G. Askoff
Charles R. Bacon and  

Cynthia Dusel-Bacon
Margaret Rose Beernink-Badger 
Tomiko Bailey
Gary Bailey
Daniel and Mary-Lynne Bainbridge
Lawrence M. Baker
Ann Lafargue Balin and Fred Balin
Bruce and Marjory Barkhau
Nancy and Donald Barnby
Cliff and Zelda Barnett
Jean Barrett
Robert Barrett and Linda Atkinson
Jennifer Basiji
Larry and Susan Basso
Rosyland and Robert Bauer
Marilyn and William Bauriedel
Duane Bay and Barbara Noparstak
Bob Baylor and Mary Morris
Irene Beardsley and Dan Bloomberg
Betsy and George Bechtel
Bill and Peggy Bechtell
Cindy and Dale Beliveau
Rachel Bell
Al and Jeanne Bell
Helene F. Belz
Dorothy Bender
Jeanne Benioff
Atsuko and Keith Bennett
Fran Bennion
Fred D. Benz
Caroline H. Bergh
Martin Berndt
David and Anne Bernstein
Janet Bertaina
Ann C. Beyer
Shirley Biggerstaff
Roger and Millicent Bishop
Dick and Sharon Blaine
Noel and Frances Blincoe
Marsden and Elizabeth Blois
Arnold and Barbara Bloom
Jane Blumberg-Goldberg
Phil and Mary Bobel
Tom Coates and Kristine Bobier
Norma Jean Bodey Galiher
Dave and Cherie Bogart
Mr. and Mrs. John Boice
Beth Marie Bonora
Nancy S. Borgeson
Rose and Roy Borrone
Christopher A. Botsford
Julia Bott and Paul Acklin
Eleanor Boushey
Elizabeth Bowden-Smith and 

Randall Smith
Penelope Bowen
Patricia Boyle
Mary Ashley Brayton
John Brazil and Libby Dresel
Lawrence M. Breed
Scott Brenneman
David and Sally Brew
Edith Bridges and David Cone
Jeanine and Robert Briggs
Winslow and Ann Briggs
Dianne Brinson
Robert D. Brown, Jr.
Phyllis Browning
Joanne E. Bruggemann
Elizabeth Buchner
Robert Buell

Mark Bult and Velma Gentzsch
Gail and Robert Buschini
Magdalena Cabrera
Carolyn Caddes
Gordon and Joan Campbell
David Cardinal and Lorraine Duval
A. R. and C.M. Carlson
Frank and Margaret Carney
Brian Carr
Paul Carroll
Phyllis and Richard Cassel
Don Cassidy
Nancy and John Cassidy
Marc and Julia Casto
Nancy and George Cator
Saul Chaikin and Beth Johnson
Lyn Chambers and Greg Lee
Tom and Katherine Chapman
Ellen Christensen 
Ted, Ginny and Jennifer Chu
David Chu and Irene Lawrence
Mary Lou Ciranni
Bertina Clare
Thomas S. and Sarah Clark
Dr. and Mrs. William H. Clark
Tim and Mia Clark
Ron and Carol Clazie
Betsy Clebsch
George and Trish Clifford
Vicki Coe and Scott Mitchell
Howard Jerome Cohen
Patrick Colgan
Robert and Doreene Compton
Dorothy and Kirke  
 Comstock
Ann and Clyde Coombs
Ken and Sally Cooper
Harry Cornbleet
David D. Cortese
Jeannette Cosby
Jen Couperus
Nancy and Jitze Couperus
Constance Crawford
Roger Crawley
Christine Currie
Carolyn Curtis and Don Mayall
Denice Dade
Marianne and Bjarne Dahl
David and Judy Daniels
Maryann Danielson
Susan Danielson
J. Mike Danzenbaker and Lee Hung
Gordon K. and Carolyn S. Davidson
Daniel Davies
Michael Davis
Dexter and Jean Dawes
Paul and Anne De Carli
Wim and Helen de Wit
Rob Decker
Arline and Peter Dehlinger
Karen Del Compare
Mary DeLong
Shirley and Felix Demartis
Karen DeMello
Barbara Demere
Rodney Derbyshire and Mary Ann 

Carmack
Frances Marie Devlin
Dru Devlin
Don Dianda
Kate Disney and Robert Burdeck
Mary and Bob Dodge
Ruth G. Doell
Kathleen Dolan
Joseph Donohoe
Rita Donovan
Carolyn Dorsch
Tad Doxsee
Sharon Doyle
Harold Drake
Paul and Maureen Draper
Charles and Margot Drekmeier
Peter Drekmeier and Amy Adams
Richard and Jean Duda
Malcolm and Cosette Dudley
Timothy Duff
Kay and Bill Duffy
Donna Dunckel
Lois Durham
Diana B. Dutton
Linda Dyson-Weaver and Ron 

Weaver
Lester D. Earnest
Francesca Eastman and Ed 

Goodstein
Shirley and James R. Eaton, Jr.
Joseph S. Eckerle
Edith and Jeb Eddy
Robert and Diana Ekedahl
Martha Elderon
Sally Ellison

Sandy Emerson
Ben Encisco and Judith Dean
Jan and Ernst Epstein
Lyndall F. Erb
Len and Gael Erickson
Barbara Erny, M.D. 
Gail Erwin
Anna Eshoo
Stanley and Betty Evans
William D. Evers
Lynn Ewing
Dean A. Eyre, III
Geraldine Farber
John Farrow and Rebecca Fewkes
Lyn and Steve Faust
Gary and Annette Fazzino
Nancy Federspiel
Harold Feeney
Anita and Sol Feferman
Andy Fenselau
Dante and Betty Fernandez
Tom and Pauline Ferrito
Tom and Mary Field
Thomas and Nancy Fiene
John Firman and Ann Gila
Mark Fischer-Colbrie
Herbert and Alice Fischgrund
Leslie and James Fish
Janet and Louis Fisher
Ellen Fletcher
Ancy Fletcher
Christel Fliss
Alexander L. Florence
Marie E. Forster
Mary Francis
Oliver and Lolita Frank
Sarah and Robert Freedman
Bill and Louise Freedman
Audrey Freeman
Larry A. Freeman, M.D.
Stephan and Sofia Freer
Julianne Adams Frizzell
Hugh F. and Loraine Frohbach
Monty and Judy Frost
David Fung
Gary Gale
Ann Ganesan
Charles and Elizabeth Garbett
Joel Gartland
Jeanne Gary
Linda Gass
Andrew Geiser
Albert and Barbara Gelpi
Betty W. Gerard
Elizabeth Gerstley
Jo Rawlins Gilbert
Mary McVey Gill
Mark R. Gion
Professor Robert Girard
Roy Glauz, Jr.
Ernie Goitein and Claire Feder
Mark J. Goldberg
Milton and Jean Goldberg
Arnold Goldschlager
Dr. Chip and Linda Goldstein
Leslie C. Gordon
Mary Gordon
Jim and Debbie Grady 
Kathy Graham
John and Mariam Graham
Joan and Dan Gray
Joan and Ken Green 
Patricia Cherry
Matthew Greenberg
Harry and Diane Greenberg
Robert C. Greene
David Greene
Peter B. and Ann M. Gregory
Linda Gregory
Herbert and Norma Grench
Grace and Michael Griffin
Alice Painter Gross
Carl Guardino
Liz Haenel
James R. Hagan
The Hagan Law Firm, Inc.
Gerhard E. Hahne
Carol and Dexter Hake
Jean Halford
Jean Halloran
Stephen and Diana Halprin
Brent Iverson and Cynthia Hamilton
Michael Hammes
Nonette Hanko
Christine Hanlon
Audrey E. Hargis
Kathryn Hargrove
Jonathon Harman
Richard Harris
William Harris
Maureen E. Hartman

Harry and Susan Hartzell
Grace and Robert Hasbrook
Dorothy Haumesser
Nancy L. Hay
Kirsten R. Hayes
Walter and Katherine Hays
Jerry Hearn
Ruth Heaslett
Margaret Heath
Larry Hebb and Michelle Bonat
Gary and Patricia Hedden
Susan Heimans
Albert and Hertha Hemel
Bob and Marilyn Henderson
Mary W. Henderson
Mike Henshaw
Teena Henshaw
Karen Herrel
Davis Hershey
Donald Herzog
Elly Hess
Myrle Hillback
Kenneth Himes
Jan Hintermeister
David Hochschild
Carroll Ann Hodges
George and Ann Hogle
Lindsay Hogue
Barbara M. Holbrook
Rebecca Holland
Chuck and Christy Holloway
Fenwicke W. Holmes
Virginia Holmes
Kirsten Holmquist
William Homan and Thomas Griglock
Patricia L. Hooper
Lenore W. Horowitz
Don and Elaine Horsley
Cay Horstmann
Micheline Horstmeyer
Jonathan C. Horton
Anne Houghteling
Joseph C. Houghteling
Grant and Karen Hoyt
Lyndal Hubbard
Carol and Mahlon Hubenthal
Joseph and Nancy Huber
Ellie Huggins and Dan Wendin
Timothy and Janet Hughes
Barbara Hunter
Cait Hutnik
Etty and Richard Huynen
Cleo Jackson
Carol C. Jacobs
Yvonne and William Jacobson
Michael and Christine James
Dana Jaye
Adaline Jessup
Earl and Janet Jezek
Brielle Johnck and Steve Schmidt
Jane Johnson
Barbara M. Johnson
Bob and Graceann Johnson
Shawn and Mary Johnson
Carolyn Jones
Margaret E. Jones
Craig A. T. Jones
Michael Jordan
Thomas F. Judge
Patsy Kahl
Barbara Kaiser
Bruce Kaiser
Stella and Bill Karras
Loran and Rita Kary
Audrey Kass and Paul Hammes
Mimi Kearns
Kirsten Keith and John Woodell
Carol Chapman and Michael Kelly
Jane Q. Kennedy
Mary Kennedy
Mary Kenney and Joseph Pasqua
Steven and Barbara Kerckhoff
Sylvia T. Kershaw
Karen Kidwell and Rodney 
 Farrow 
Nancy Kiely
Grace Kietzmann
Muriel J. King
Mark and Paulette Kirshner
Burt and Teresa Kirson
Yoriko Kishimoto
Robert L. Kissick
Howard and Wendy Kleckner
James and Judith Kleinberg
James Kleinrath, D.D.S.
J. Burke Knapp
Supervisor Liz Kniss
Kathy and Bill Korbholz
Judy and Stew Krakauer
Charles B. Krenz and Karen A. Tate
Susan Kritzik

THANK YOU TO 
ALL OUR SUPPORTERS!
GIFTS RECEIVED APRIL 1, 2007-MARCH 31, 2008	
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Patrick Kwok
Arthur and Edith Lachenbruch
Niki Lamb
Ann V. Lambrecht
Nils and Marie Lang-Ree
Kevin Lansing and Sonja Myhre
Congressman Tom Lantos
James and Annie Laplante
Deborah Lardie
Jeanne Larkin
Elizabeth Lasensky
Dean LaTourrette
Jeff and Maureen LaTourrette
Hartley Laughead
Thomas Lawer
Jody and Roger Lawler
Barbara W. Lawson
Laura and John Lazzarini
Andy Leak
Virginia and King Lear
Dick Leask and Barbara Means
Nicole Lederer
Aldora Lee
Stuart Leeb
Rosalie Lefkowitz
Barbara Leighton and Philip Green
Karen and John Lemes
Karen Leoni
Ginger and Doug Levick
Morton and Elaine Levine
George and Ann Limbach
Phil Lindsay
Peter and Beverly Lipman
Sonja and Peter Lobban
Terri Lobdell and Bill Johnson
Franklin Lockfeld
Anne and John Loftis
Dr. and Mrs. David London
Joan Loney
Mike and Alexandra Lopez
Gary Lucks and Lisa Gibson
Rene Lynch
Sara MacDwyer
Rachel Macias
Hugh MacMillan
Alan and Judith MacPherson
George and Marjorie Mader
John F. Mallory
Lori Mann
Ellie Mansfield
Pamela Marino
Michael and Susan Marks
Elizabeth A. Maroder
Janet Martin
Pete and Helen 
 McCloskey
David McCracken
Fielding McDearmon
Hugh McDevitt
Marshall B. McDonald
Keith and Luella McFarland
Arthur  and Annette McGarr
Alan and Nancy McGee
Laura J. McIntosh
Susan and Ralph McKuhen
Eileen P. McLaughlin
Clysta Seney McLemore
Linda McPharlin
Ernst O. Meissner
Frank Menke
John and Valerie Metcalfe
Amy Meyer
Robert W. Miller
Paul Miller
Micki Miller
Joyce and Pat Milligan
Barbara Millin
David and Lynn Mitchell
Holly Mitten
Linda Montalto and Richard 

Patterson
James Montgomery and Gale Snow
Patricia Moon
Mrs. Albert Moorman
Kelly Moran and Mark Eliot
Jean and Barbara Mordo
Joan Welch Morris
Anne G. Moser
Mary Lou Moses
Ms. Harriet Moss
Lowell A. Moulton
Thomas Moutoux
Edward S. Munyak
Leslie Airola Murveit and Hy Murveit
Rocky Mussadi
Jean Myers
Ellen Nachtrieb
Jack Nadeau
Ruth K. Nagler
Karen and Sam C. Naifeh, M.D.
Richard A. Navarro

Angel and Helen Navarro
Ann P. Nelson
Elaine and Lionel Nelson
Paul and Antje Newhagen
Merrill and Lee Newman
Christal Niederer
Liz and Gary Nielsen
Anurag Nigam
Susan Nightingale
William K. Nisbet
Ken Nitz
Frances Orr Nitzberg
Ralph Nobles
Timothy and Virginia Norman
Joan Norton
Tim O’Brien
Brigid O’Farrell and TJ Glauthier
James G. Ochsner
Margaret Okuzumi 
William and Beverly 
 Oldfield
Clarence P. Olesko
Robin McKnight and Allen Olivo
Jean Olmsted
David and Elaine Oppenheimer
Michael Pacelli
Robert A. and Marna S. Page
Mary and Ward Paine
Alan and Catherine Palter
Mr. Richard W. Palthe
Peter Parham
G. Lyndall Parsons
Pam Patek
Linda Patterson
Lynne Paulson
Enid Pearson
Marie Pejcha-Slanina
Lin-Ching Peng
Ron and Jolly Perkocha
Courtney and Andy Pflaum
Merry Phillips
Helen and Joe Pickering
Wilson G. Pinney
Robert Piper and Pat Boyd
Fran Pollard
Eric Ponteri and Jane Anderson
Klaus and Ellen Porzig
Amanda Posner
Kenneth Powell and Rona Foster
Chris Powell and Bern Smith
Margot and Vaughan Pratt
Thomas T. Pressburger
Duffy Price
Nan Prince
Judith Pruess-Mellow
Chris Quinn
Daniel and Helen Quinn
Lee Quintana
Dick and Carol Rabin
Ted Raczek
Bonnie Raitt
Eleanor Rakonitz
Sheila Raleigh
Laura and Carroll Rankin
Bert and Anne Raphael
Marilee Rasmussen
Bonnie Rattner
Kate H. Reimnitz
David and Frances Reneau
Glenn Rennels and Margaret Forsyth
Steve Reoutt
Nancy Rice
Elizabeth M. Richards
Eric Richert
Barbara Rigney
Bruce Ring
David Ritson
Lynn and Ray Roberts
Myrna and Leon Rochester
Stephen and Judy Rock
Bob Rogers
Dobbie Roisen
Deborah Rose, M.D.
Jessica Rose
Dick and Ruth Rosenbaum
Annemarie Rosengreen
Karen Rosenstein
Howard Rosenthal, MD
Alex Ross
Elizabeth Boardman Ross
Jennifer A. Roberts
Bob and Aileene Roth
Jim and Claudia Rourke
Pati Rouzer
Marjorie M. Royce
Lorelei Rubin
Cindy Rubin and Brian Rosenthal
Hon. Cindy Ruby and Allen Ruby
Hannes and Ruby Ruescher
Mary Ann Ruiz
Leonard Rush

Cindy Russell and David Smernoff
Nancie L. Sailor
Grace Sain
Misao Sakamoto
Ralph D. Samuelson
Robin Shank Sanderson
George and Dorothy Saxe
Roberta P. Saxon
Karl E. Schabinger
Jan and Vic Schachter
Suzanne Schauwecker
Dianne Schilling
Dana and Alice Schmidt
Nancy Schneider
Linda Schuck and Jim  Robbins
Charles G. Schulz and Claire Taylor
John Schwabacher
Janet Schwind
Robert Scruggs
Barbara and Martin Seaney
Walter and Janice Sedriks
Julia Munger Seelos
Jonathan H. Segal
Bruce Seidel
Elizabeth C. Seike
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Serra
Jacob Shapiro
Howard and Barbara Shaw
Gerard and Joyce Shefren
Patt Sheldon and Matthew Clark
Drew Shell
Julia and Fred Shepardson
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard A. Shoor
Jeffrey Shore
Pat Showalter and Steve Longcor
Wendy E. Shray
Sue Siegel
Barbara and Robert Simpson
Joy Sleizer
Charles and Lydia Sloan
Gail Slocum and Jordan Gruber
Jerry and Dick Smallwood
Virginia Smedberg
Larry W. Smith
Robin Winslow Smith
Rey and Susie Smith
John S. Smolowe and JoEllen Werne
Marion Softky
Keith C. Sorenson
Gunther and Ursula Sorger
Nita Spangler
Samuel Sparck
Albert and Jeanne Spaulding, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Spencer
Peter Stansky
Steve Stearns
James A. Steck, M.D. and Cynthia 

Dutro
Mary Page Stegner
Judith and Hans Steiner
Lawrence Steiner
James W. and Nina L. Steiner
Cynthia R. Stern
Hank and Marlene Stern
Julie Steury-Reynolds
Carol and Noel Stevens
Sarah D. Stewart
Robert Stiff
Jean M. Stockett
Kathryn Strachota
Stan Stratton
Carolyn Straub and Stephen 

McHenry
Robert E. Stutz
Ginger and Roger Summit
Beth and Phil Sunshine
Neilda Sussman
Robin Ann Sutton
Wayne Swan
Lina Swisher and Dan Rubin
Kathy and Andy Switky
Mike and Diana Sworakowski
Rowland Tabor
Carla Talbott
Roger and Sherry Taylor
Nancy Teater
Daniel Tellep
Sue Thiemann and William Faustman
Mr. and Mrs. Warren Thoits
Chris Thollaug and Suzanne 

Stephanik
Terri Thomas and Fred Genter
Gail Thompson
Sara Timby 
Carolyn Tognetti
Jerry Torrance and Carmen Ortiz
Lori and Robert Torrano
Ann Tosello
David Traub and Mary Janson
Ruth and Eugene Troetschler
Tony and Carolyn Tucher

Ellen and Mike Turbow
Robert G. Turner, M.D.
Tom Turner
Jane Turrel
John Tyler
Lynn Ubhaus
Mary Urbach
Elizabeth M. Vale
Holly Van Houten
Kathy Van Velsor
Tay Vanderlip
George and Susan Varian
Jessica Vernon
Darlene P. Vian and Brian P. McCune
Elizabeth Vincent
Timothy Vine
John and Mary Wachtel
Dorothy Wachter
Karen H. Wagstaffe
Erika and Loren Walden
Ruth Waldhauer
Darien Walker
Richard Walker
Stephen Walker
Teresa Walker
Louis S. Wall
Dieter and Susan Walz
Gretchen and Douglass Warner
Ann Warren Smith
Don and Kim Weden
Mark S. Wegehaupt
Gwen Weisner
Grace Weisser
David Weissman
Dalyn Wells
William Wendin
Mariquita West
Linda A. Wheeler
David and Helene Wheeler
Donald J. Wilhelm
George and Ann Wilkinson
Bruce and Ann Willard
Hope Duveneck Williams
Elinor and Bruce Wilner
Howard Wilshire and Jane Nielson
Garth and Maggie Wilson
Stephen Wilson
Rita Winkler and Richard Haukom
Patricia Wipfler
Jonathan and Susan Wittwer
Laura H. Wolfe
Osa L. Wolff
Patricia Wood
Eleanor J. Wood
Gail Work and Glenn Jones
Craig Working
Rose Wright
Willard Wyman
Thomas and Ellen Wyman
Charles Yanofsky
Daniel Yost
Jeff and Sophie Yost
Robert and Dorothy Young
David Zeff
Ellen Zeff
Karin Zimmermann
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Zoback
John Zoglin and Karla Lacey

In Honor of

CGF thanks these donors for their 
gifts in honor of special people and 
special occasions.

Mary Davey from Patricia Brown, 
Ruth and Ben Hammett and 
Catherine Davey and Tom Podoll

L. Pete Deutsch from Artifex 
Software, Inc.

Sheilah Dorcy from Laurence (Baron) 
Dorcy

Margaret MacNiven’s Birthday from 
Karen S. Arimoto-Peterson

Ed Quevedi and Rosanne Harding 
from Andrea Sumits and Jason 
Morrison

Lennie Roberts from Walter T. Moore
Brian Schmidt and Karen Coppock’s 

Marriage from Chelsea Dare and 
Laura Miles, Daniel Hernandez and 
Bobbi Lynn Jones

Jeff and Meridith Segall’s third  
anniversary from Ben and  
Annette L. Segall

Randy White and Marcia Smyth’s 
Marriage from Seth Moran and 
Elisa Wells

In Memory of

We are grateful for the following 
remembrance gifts made this year. 

Martin Boland from Mary and 
Martin Ratner

Lois Crozier-Hogle from Janet Gray 
Hayes

Peter Kornfeld from Carol Kornfeld
Mel Lane from Charles Schmuck
Gary Nolberg from Marlies Nolberg
Jud and Ruth Scholtzf from Judith 

Kays
Rodney Smith From Mary Smith
John Spice from Kerry L. Burke

Foundations

We would like to thank the follow-
ing foundations for their generous 
support of our work.

The Barkley Fund
Ben & Jerry’s Foundation
Drapkin California Charitable 

Foundation
Elkind Family Foundation
Foothill-DeAnza 
 Foundation
Foundation for Global Community
The Chuck and Nan Geschke 

Foundation
Hufty Foundation
Jewish Communtiy Endowment Fund
The May Family Foundation
McKee Family Trust
David and Lucille Packard 

Foundation
Pejecha Trust
San Francisco Foundation
Schwab Charitable Fund
Silicon Valley Community Foundation
Kenneth White Trust
The Zaffaroni Foundation

Corporations and 
Organizations

The following corporations have 
made grants, in-kind donations or 
matching gifts to CGF.

Cinnabar Vineyards & Winery
City of San Jose
Common Ground
Emilio Guglielmo Winery
Exxon Mobil
GE Foundation
Half Moon Bay Brewing Company
Hewlett-Packard
IBM Corporation Matching 
 Grants Program
Intuit Matching Program
Kaiser Permanente Foundation
The Lifemark Group
Lincoln Financial Group Foundation
Maatiam
Microsoft Matching Gift Program
Mill Rose Inn
Motorola Foundation
National Semiconductor
Nurserymen’s Exchange Matthew 

O’Grady and Steve Van 
Landingham 

Pacific Gas and Electric
Palomar Park Garden Club
Pfizer Foundation
Picchetti Winery
Ridge Vineyards
San Francisco Foundation
Santa Clara Valley Water District
Steelcase
Stroth - Hall Cellars
Sun Microsystems Matching Grants 

Program
The Church and Society Committee
The Lifemark Group
Thomas Fogarty Winery
Unilever
United Way of the Bay 
 Area
United Way Silicon Valley
Whole Foods Market
World of Music
Yerba Beuna Nursery
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Did you enjoy the day and do you consider the tour  
to have been a good value?

n I loved the variety of venues, topics presented. 
n Excellent value.
n Yes, in that I got to meet more people who are knowledgeable about the area, and 
see more of south Santa Clara County through their eyes. 

What about the tour stood out as really great for you?  
n The ranch experience, and the opportunity to learn the missions of the various 
open space trusts.  I’m not sure I came away in agreement with their priorities, but at 
least I understand them.
n It was all terrific; we were fascinated with the Mission Organics farm and their set-
up and problems they had to deal with.
n The fruit at Andy’s Orchard really stood out as great, as did the level of engagement 
and interest among the participants, and CGF’s engagement of the issues affecting 
the area, even with only a small staff. 

How we can encourage local support of farming  
and preservation of agriculture?  
n Series of news articles in local papers highlighting the challenges, rewards of local 
farm and ranch families.  
n Consider developing a PBS style mini-documentary on local farmers and ranchers.  
Imagine if segments, sound bites of the Farm Tour had been video taped and distilled 
into a 30-45 minute video encapsulating the most important aspects of the tour.  
Now imagine that video being shown at service organization meetings or friendship 
socities, club meetings, senior centers, college-level environmental and/or social sci-
ence classes throughout the valley spreading the message.   
n I’m interested in opportunities to not only learn about issues but also work on pos-
sible solutions 
n Reach out to school boards, and other community associations, to encourage them 
to, for example, organize a visit to Andy’s Orchards. It’d be hard not to get hooked 
on his produce after one visit!
n Teach kids about farming/local food production/get into the schools.
n Try focusing on field trips for school age children to make the connection between 
farming and their economy and their dinner tables. 
n My sense is that this is an idea whose time has come and that well selected actions 
by CGF can be a catalyst for very good results. 

Ben & Jerry’s Foundation
The David and Lucile Packard Foundation
Craige Edgerton, Silicon Valley Land Conservancy
Patrick Congdon and Lark Burkhart, Santa Clara County Open 
Space Authority

Andy Mariani and Lorene Scott, Andy’s Orchard
Otto Kramer, Dan Solomon and Robbie Long, Mission Organics

Don Salacci, Doan Ranch
Thomas and Karen Kruse, Thomas Kruse Winery
Lou Katen, San Martin Meats
Bob Seigfreid, Santa Clara Valley Water District
Jan Garrod and Nicole De La Rosa,  
Farm Bureau of Santa Clara County

Cait Hutnik, www.lightofmorn.com   

F A R M  T O U R

Farm Tour Survey Responses

Thank you to the many people and organizations  
that made the Santa Clara Valley Farm Tour 2008 Possible!

Starting the day with Gordon Clark, Mary Davey and 
Curt Riffle.

Lark Burkhart 

Peter LaTourrette & Thomas Kruse discussing vinification.
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Brian Schmidt:  Andy, thanks 
for answering our questions.  
Can you tell us a little about 
your business?

Andy Mariani:  Andy’s 
Orchard is a small, urban-edge 
agricultural operation in (and 
also just beyond) Morgan Hill 
east of Highway 101.  We have 
45 acres of specialty stone fruit, 
mostly cherries but also some 
peaches, apricots and plums.  
We process and pack some of 
our produce; but most of our 
cherries are packed and sold 
world wide by a large packer 
in Lodi; we also sell to local 
grocers and restaurants like 
Cosentino’s, Sigona’s, C. J. 
Olson, and Manresa; and we 
sell direct to customers at our 
own retail store.

Brian:  There are a lot of 
orchards in California – 
what’s different about yours?

Andy:  We sell tree-ripened 
fruit, not what you usually find 
in stores.  Most orchards sell 
fruit that’s picked before it’s 
ripe, while still firm enough 
to withstand mechanical 
packaging and long-distance 
transportation.  We don’t do 
that – we wait until the fruit is 
ripe and has the most nutrition 
and taste.  (We lose some yield 
to overripe fruit falling from 

the trees and bruising during 
hand harvesting and packing.   
Unuseable fruit  is composted, 
that is, returned to the soil.) 
We can’t grow, pick, pack and 
ship as cheaply, but we create a 
better product.

Brian:  Another difference is 
that you’re preserving farm-
land at the edge of a city, 
Morgan Hill.  What is that 
experience like?

Andy:  We have development 
on three sides of our orchard, 
and maybe on the fourth in 
a few years.  To be honest, 
it’s difficult – people think of 
farmland like it’s a park, but an 
orchard is a business that has to 
make money, and it’s difficult 
to make money here, espe-
cially as so much of the farming 
economy/infrastructure is gone.  
Economic forces caused larger 
packing operations in our valley 
to close, so we must deliver to 
big packers in Stockton/Lodi 
area where California’s cherry 
packing/shipping is concen-
trated.

Brian:  How have you reacted 
to changes over the years?

Andy:  The whole idea is 
adapting to changing circum-
stances so that our orchard 
can continue.  We’ve had the 

orchard in our family for over 
fifty years.  We started out 
producing apricots for canning, 
but then canneries switched 
to a different type of apricots 
that aren’t as high quality, but 
do better as canned fruit.  We 
then switched to drying our 
apricots, until cheap, dried 

Turkish apricots overran the 
market.  We also dried prunes. 
Now we’re primarily growing 
cherries and continue to seek 
the ways we can to tap into the 
high-end markets, including 
overseas markets.

“The whole idea is adapting to 
changing circumstances”

Interview of Andy Mariani of Andy’s Orchard, by Brian Schmidt

F A R M  T O U R

Committee for Green Foothills’ Legislative Advocate, Brian 
Schmidt, interviewed Andy Mariani, the owner and manager 
of Andy’s Orchard.  Andy’s Orchard is a small specialty orchard 
in Morgan Hill that distributes nationally and to local high-
end grocers and restaurants.  A retail store at the orchard sells 

directly to customers (interviewer’s favorite:  fresh (not dried) 
cherries, dipped in chocolate and still on the stem), and sells 
via the Internet at   http://www.andysorchard.com/. Andy’s 
Orchard was one of the stops on Committee for Green Foothills’ 
2008 Farm Tour.

Continued on next page

Photos by Cait Hutnik
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Brian:  And does all this adapting work?

Andy:  The orchard is still around, but it doesn’t make a lot of 
money.  My parents were able to send three sons to college with 
what they made from the orchard, but those days are long past.  
I’m 62 years old and have to think about retirement and what to 
do with the orchard.

Brian:  You’ve mentioned before that you might disagree with 
the environmental community about some aspects of preserving 
farmland – what do you mean?

Andy:  The way I see it, if the outcome people want is to pre-
serve agriculture, then let me, the farmer, do it as I best know how 
to do it.  Here’s an example:  I recently got a lease on land near 
here and put it back into agricultural production for the first time 
in 50 years.  But I’m a dirt farmer, not a Silicon Valley gentleman 
farmer, and starting a new orchard has a lot of upfront costs and 
no payback for several years.  If I were allowed to sell off a small 
portion of my land for development, I could put new land into 
production that I’m not able to now.

Brian:  I understand, but everyone’s obligated to deal with zon-
ing.  Switching land use from agriculture to intense development 
means a lot of profit – wouldn’t it be fair to require some of the 
profit be put into preserving nearby farmland?

Andy:  I’d have to see the details, but putting limitations on 
my land isn’t something I would necessarily welcome, particularly 
where the orchard is becoming increasingly surrounded by urban 
uses making farming almost impossible.  In addition to all the 
other financial demands on farming, the land is my 401k, and I do 
not think anyone would want restrictions placed on his/her retire-
ment and future financial position.

Brian:  We’ve often heard that the "last crop" some farmers 
want to retire on is residential development of their farms.  
But these large parcels on the Valley floor and in the vicinity 
of San Jose, Morgan Hill, and Gilroy have got to be worth a 
lot of money even if they aren’t broken up for development.  
Doesn’t that mean you still have a retirement fund in the 
land?

Andy:  Well, I don’t own all the land myself – it’s shared family 
ownership.  And while I’m not trying to get rich, I would like a 
comfortable retirement.  Most of all I would like to have enough 
set aside so that I could buy or keep 5 acres or so of land where I 
could keep farming even after I’ve "retired."

Brian:  Spoken like a true farmer.  Any last thoughts for the 
readers?

Andy:  The way I grow and harvest fruit is how I would like to 
eat fruit myself.   There’s no question that people can go to Safeway 
and find cheaper fruit – hard fruit with much less taste and nutri-
tion.  We try to educate people about the alternative – the fruit 
here is fruit that they can’t find anywhere else—many are older, 
heirloom varieties that have great flavor.  We schedule fruit tast-

ings and tours, and try to encourage people to come by our store 
and website to see all that we’ve got to offer.  We’re so close to San 
Jose, the ninth-largest metropolitan area in the nation.  This is a 
real chance for a lot of people to sample and buy fruit of superior 
quality.

Brian:  Great – thanks for the time, Andy, and thanks for keep-
ing agriculture going here. CGF

Continued from previous page

Ed Tewes & Dennis Kennedy

Enjoying peaches in Andy's Field

Tom Jordan, Curt Riffle and Sue LaTourrette.
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Proposed San Martin Incorporation: 
A Reasonable Purpose, Wrong  
Approach, and Terrible Execution
By Brian Schmidt

Heading south from San Jose, along Monterey 
Highway and Santa Theresa Boulevard you are able to see 
much of Santa Clara County that’s not visible from Highway 
101.  The open fields, fruit stands, and greenhouses of Coyote 
Valley transform abruptly into the residential development of 
Morgan Hill.  Leaving that city of fifty thousand people is a
gradual transition back into farmland and then eventually 
you arrive at the eighty thousand people of Gilroy, and 
then further south to still more farmland all the way to 
the county line at the Pajaro River, north of Hollister.

There’s one exception though to the farmland between 
Morgan Hill and Gilroy.  Half way in between is San Martin 
Avenue, the heart of the unincorporated town of San Martin 
with about five thousand people living there.  Committee for 
Green Foothills has worked to protect this area, most recently 
fighting the expansion of San Martin Airport that is not meant 
to serve the local area but just to provide more corporate jet 
capacity for northern Santa Clara County.

The central part of San Martin can properly be called a 
town, with relatively dense development, stores, and even a 
Caltrain station.  With a community identity and history of 
opposition to bad county planning in past years, some San 
Martin residents have proposed incorporating their town so 
they can take over land use planning.  This purpose is reason-
able although one could equally reasonably oppose it, since 
they propose none of the city services that usually accompany 
incorporation.

The real problem lies with the approach then taken by 
incorporation proponents, that every acre lying between the 
Morgan Hill, Gilroy, and their respective planning areas (called 
Spheres of Influence) should become part of San Martin.  This 
turns normal city planning on its head – normally, cities are 
supposed to encompass the areas that are mostly developed, 
and only expand outward to bring in rural lands when the 
city’s future growth requires the land.  While at least some San 
Martin incorporation proponents expect to do a better job 
of protecting open space than the County has, they cannot 
control the future city, and a real risk of wholesale loss of thou-
sands of acres of farmland could happen with any vote of the 
future city council.

Where things have gone terribly wrong is with the execution of the 
process for determining whether San Martin will incorporate.  This 
problem has nothing to with San Martin residents but everything to 
do with the agency that is supposed to oversee the process, Santa Clara 
County Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO).  This agency 
is required by County policy and state law to protect the environment 
but has refused advice of its staff, its lawyer, a second team of lawyers, 
and and an environmental consultant.  The advice revolved around 

shrinking the size of the proposed city, but on a series of consistent 3-2 
votes, the LAFCO Commission has refused to do its job.

The situation became so serious that for the first time in 
Committee for Green Foothills’ 46-year history, our Board of 
Directors passed a No Confidence Motion in Santa Clara County 
LAFCO.  We can only hope the agencies responsible for appoint-
ments to LAFCO take notice of this situation, and take appropri-
ate action to fix it. CGF
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San Mateo County’s Long Range Planning Division, 
which has initiated a comprehensive update of the San 
Mateo County General Plan, the North Fair Oaks Area Plan 
Update, and the 2009 Housing Element Update.

San Mateo County Board of Supervisors 
Environmental Quality Committee, composed of 
Supervisors Jerry Hill and Rich Gordon, which decided to 
gather additional date on the health of the County’s 34 
watersheds and engage in more public outreach before pur-
suing additional regulatory solutions or new programs.

Clos de la Tech Winery near La Honda where owner 
T.J. Rodgers proposes changes to the County Zoning 
Regulations to allow “Scenic Wineries” defined as located 
above 1,500 feet elevation to expand bottling capacity to 
13,000 cases from the currently allowed 2,500 cases annu-
ally.

Santa Clara County’s reaction to the spate of wildfires 
in the last two years, and whether it will reduce develop-
ment in the hillsides that causes more fires and makes fire-
fighting more dangerous and difficult.

Morgan Hill, which will have to decide whether to require 
city taxpayers to subsidize the planning for a proposed 
sprawl to the southeast, or make developers pay the full 
costs of planning.

San Jose, whose General Plan revisions can ultimately 
make significant advances in environmental protection or 
just lock in place current inadequate policies.

Santa Clara Valley Water District, whose plans for flood 
control along Stevens and Permanente Creek could provide 
environmental benefits if done correctly and without a pro-
posed dam structure on upper Permanente Creek.

The Committee Applauds
San Mateo County Planning Commission, which 
approved new regulations on telecommunications facilities.

Santa Clara County, The (preliminary) Draft Habitat Plan 
for Santa Clara County, which will affect the protection for 
endangered species in most of the county, for better or for 
worse, during the next 50 years.

The many other environmental groups in Santa 
Clara County that at CGF’s urging, joined us in condemn-
ing Santa Clara County LAFCO and pushed for changes.

The California Rangeland Conservation Coalition, 
which CGF recently joined as a coalition that recognizes the 
importance of private rangeland for the environment and 
helps bring ranchers and environmentalists together. 

The Committee 
is watching...

Peter LaTourrette

HELP WANTED!
Volunteer with the Committee!
You’re a member of the Committee, you read the newsletter, 
come to events, perhaps even subscribe to our action alerts, and 
now you want to get more involved.  Well then, here are a few 
ways you can volunteer.

Take great pictures?
Send us you pictures of local open spaces, flora or fauna. The 
Committee is building an archive of great pictures that we can 
use in this newsletter.

Like stuffing mail, filing, office work?  
We need someone to come in and help keep us organized.

Want to be published author?
Write about a favorite local place.  (See Lennie Roberts Windy 
Hill adventures in this issue.)  

If you have other ideas of how you can help give us a call! We’d love 
to talk about your ideas for pitching in!  Coordinate with Wendee 
at info@greenfoothills.org or (650) 968-7243 x314.

Working with Local 
Partners – the Example of 
Save Open Space Gilroy
By Brian Schmidt

Increasingly, in recent years Committee for Green Foothills has 
worked with local partners to protect open space where it is 
most at risk. The Committee and Save Open Space Gilroy (SOS 
Gilroy) are working together very effectively to preserve working 
farmland and natural open space in southern Santa Clara County.

SOS Gilroy has a number of important achievements under its 
belt.  It assisted Gilroy in developing the first agricultural mitiga-
tion policy that required farmland to be preserved when other 
farmland is lost.  Group members were instrumental in stopping 
the Westfield proposal for yet another shopping mall in Gilroy, 
this one designed to consume valuable farmland outside city lim-
its.

Currently, the Committee is working with SOS Gilroy mem-
bers to develop the Santa Clara County Habitat Conservation 
Plan and develop broader strategy for protecting open space in 
southern Santa Clara County. We expect to continue this rela-
tionship with strong groups like SOS Gilroy, and we hope to 
expand our relationships to encompass new groups elsewhere in 
southern Santa Clara County.  CGF
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by Becky Trout
Reprinted with permission from the Palo Alto Weekly

 

Missing only one major link, the long-envi-
sioned Bay-to-Ridge Trail is nearly complete.

On the latest version of the city’s Palo Alto 
Open Space map, the 16-mile trail appears as 
a long orange line, curving southwest from 
the Palo Alto Baylands’ sailing station through 
Monte Bello Open Space Preserve in the foot-
hills. Just off the map, the trail extends to the 
Skyline Ridge Open Space Preserve.

On the ground, it is largely unmarked, 
passing invisibly through places Palo Alto 
pedestrians already tread — North California 
Avenue, Stanford Avenue, Old Page Mill Road, 
the Pearson-Arastradero Preserve and Foothills 
Park.

In the minds of its supporters, the Bay-to-
Ridge Trail represents something even larger. It 
links the Palo Alto of daily life with the Bay’s 
waters and the west’s wooded hills, unimpeded 
by city boundaries, property ownership or free-
ways — or by residents-only rules.

It connects the San Francisco Bay Trail and 
the Ridge Trail, two major efforts to construct 
Bay-ringing hiking paths.

And someday, that path will continue all the 
way to the Pacific Ocean.

"It’s just very cool to ... walk out of your 
door and up to the top of Skyline and down to 
the ocean," Councilwoman Yoriko Kishimoto 
said. "It’s really a beautiful vision."

As mayor last year, Kishimoto presided 
over a significant milestone for the trail, the 
completion of links between Los Trancos Open 
Space Preserve and Foothills Park and between 
Foothills Park and the Arastradero Preserve. She 
and Palo Altan Nonette Hanko, a founder and 
longtime board member of the Midpeninsula 
Regional Open Space District (MROSD), 
jointly hammered in a 3-foot-long wooden 
"spike" painted gold at the place the trail 
through the city’s Foothills Park connects with 
MROSD lands.

Previously, Foothills Park trails didn’t con-
nect with anything, on purpose, to protect its 
status as accessible only to Palo Alto residents.

But in 2005, the City Council had to 
agree to open Foothills to through hikers to 
secure $2 million from the California Coastal 
Conservancy and Santa Clara County to pur-
chase 13-acre Bressler property, which was sub-
sumed into the Arastradero Preserve.

By co-opting a utility road and construct-
ing a new trail, those links were completed in 

September 2007.
"That’s really the lynchpin that created the 

Bay-to-Ridge," Greg Betts, the city’s acting 
community-services director, said of the con-
nection.

Betts entered the nearly complete trail into 
a statewide contest this spring. It won, captur-
ing a trail-project merit award at the California 
State Parks’ California Trails and Greenways 
Conference in May.

"The trail not only links parks and open-
space areas with urban neighborhoods as the 
trail passes from tidal marshlands to redwood 
forests, there are four nature interpretive centers 
along the trail route to allow travelers to learn 
about the ecology of the different plant com-
munities along the way," Betts wrote in the 
award application.

The history of the trail dates back more than 
a third of a century. It was conceived by Hanko 
when she was envisioning creation of the 
MROSD in 1972, as a spinoff of an earlier trail 
vision: a trail all around the Bay, envisioned by 
Mary Gordon, then a member of the Palo Alto 
Planning Commission.

Frances Brenner, also a commission member, 
favored the city acquiring the former Arastra 
Ltd. property. In the mid-1960s, a develop-
ment firm proposed building 1,776 houses on 
the land, but the city denied it, rezoned the 
property and in the mid-1970s was forced to 
acquire the land in a court decision, for a nego-
tiated price of $7.5 million. The land is now a 
key link in the Bay-to-Ridge Trail.

Hanko, who still serves on the MROSD 
board, said the Bay-to-Ridge Trail has been a 
campaign position every time she faces re-elec-
tion — although she hasn’t had to campaign in 
recent elections because no one has run against 
her.

Former MROSD Planner Del Woods 
actually developed a trail alignment along the 
periphery of Foothills Park, but it was steep and 
close to private properties.

Betts, as director of open space and parks, 
suggested looking at existing trails, and Craig 
Beckman of the MROSD suggested that the 
best alignment would be to link to the district’s 
Los Trancos Preserve, near the top of Page Mill 
Road.

Former Palo Alto City Council members 
and mayors Judy Kleinberg and Dena Mossar 
also supported the trail concept.

A county planner, Lisa Killough, was put in 
charge of trails countywide and was one more 
catalyst in moving the trail forward, Hanko 

recalled.
Along the way, the Bay-to-Ridge trail was 

included in the 1995 Santa Clara County Trails 
Master Plan.

Trail planning kicked off in earnest fol-
lowing the adoption of Palo Alto’s 1998 
Comprehensive Plan, which called for the city 
to "evaluate the design of a Bay-to-Foothills 
path."

Practicality largely drove the selection of the 
route, Betts said.

Planners utilized an existing path over U.S. 
Highway 101 and the California Avenue 
underpass below the railroad tracks. They tried 
to connect parks and green space — the trail 
touches Jordan Middle School, Alexander Peers 
Park, Jerry Bowden Park and comes close to 
Donaldina M Cameron Park.

And planners used the four nature centers 
— Lucy Evans Baylands Nature Interpretive 
Center, the Junior Museum and Zoo, 
the straw-bale gateway facility at Pearson-
Arastradero and the Daniels Nature Center in 
the Skyline Ridge Open Space Preserve — as 
anchors, Betts said.

They also used existing trails.
In the built-out areas of Palo Alto, planners 

aimed for less-busy roadways and wide side-
walks, Betts added.

One gap remains in the trail. Between Old 
Page Mill Road and the Arastradero Preserve, 
across Interstate 280, the path needs to cross 
Stanford University land.

Stanford agreed to build the critical link as 
part of its 2000 General Use permit, in which 
it agreed to construct two trails.

Known as S-1, or southern trail, the Bay-to-
Ridge connector was approved — but is now 
tied up in the lawsuit challenging the northern 
Stanford trail proposal along Alpine Road.

Betts said he only knows of one person 
who has hiked the length of the trail, although 
others including Kishimoto have hiked large 
chunks of it.

"We acknowledge that it’s not going to be an 
ant trail of people," he said.

Anyone eager to hike the trail should prepare 
carefully. It is long and, as its name suggests, 
climbs more than 1,400 feet. Most of the trail 
is unmarked so a map is essential for first-time 
trail hikers.

Signs through the Pearson-Arastradero 
Preserve, for example, still state trails end at 
Foothills Park and once at the boundary, a 
hiker arrives perpendicular to a road, with no 
clear indication which way to go.  CGF

From the Bay to Skyline Ridge
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C o m m i t t e e  f o r

G r e e n  Footh i lls

j o i n  u s !

Please join us for a spectacular afternoon 
celebrating the dedication and leadership 
of CGF’s longtime Legislative Advocate 
extraordinaire, Lennie Roberts.

Sunday, September 28, 2008 
4 – 6:30 pm 

Los Altos Hills

Tickets for this event are now on sale!
For your ticket call  

(650) 968-7243 extension 314 or visit  
www.GreenFoothills.org/Lennie 

We look forward to celebrating 
Lennie’s continued service with you!Celebrating Lennie Roberts

N A T U RE  ' S  INS   P IR  A TION  


