
SUMMER 2012

Celebrating the Past...

A Committee for Green Foothills Event

As we have saluted our successes and milestones through the years, CGF will 
celebrate our 50th anniversary with a special event in a spectacular place.  
We invite you to join us as we observe our Golden Anniversary with an 

afternoon of camaraderie and festivity. Join us and other environmental stewards at 
the breathtaking Runnymede Farm in Woodside for scrumptious food, fascinating 
artwork, beautiful open space, hillside hiking, and, of course, many, many “wonderful 
people!”

Guests are invited to hike and view the stunning sculptures set throughout the grounds, 
spend time in our History Corner honoring our founders and long-time supporters, and 
visit the Inspired By Nature silent auction where you can bid on works by local artists 
such as Linda Gass, Don Quinn, Jacqueline Norheim, Kit Davey, and others. 

You are sure to be further inspired by our program, hosted by Jon Christensen, Execu-
tive Director of the Bill Lane Center for the American West at Stanford, and featured 
speaker Lynn Stegner, author and daughter-in-law of Wallace Stegner. For more infor-
mation visit www.greenfoothills.org or call us at the office.

           SEPTEMBER 23, 2012, 2:30–6:30 pm

As We Look toward the Future

“If there is such a thing as being conditioned by climate and geography, and 
I think there is, it is the West that has conditioned me. It has the forms and 
lights and colors that I respond to in nature and in art. If there is a western 
speech, I speak it; if there is a western character or personality, I 
am some variant of it; if there is a western culture in the small-”c”, 
anthropological sense, I have not escaped it. It has to have shaped 
me. I may even have contributed to it in minor ways, for culture is 
a pyramid to which each of us brings a stone.” 

      		     Wallace Stegner, 1987 (From Living Dry)
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Greetings from the Executive Director
by Cynthia D’Agosta

What better way to celebrate CGF’s long and successful history than to honor 
founders and key stewards of our organization over the years? We will take 
the opportunity in this newsletter, and at our September Golden Celebra-

tion party (to which you are all invited!), to highlight and thank those who’ve come 
before us. CGF has made a lasting mark in the environmental movement of the Bay Area 
because of its leaders and supporters. As you can see  in our donor thank-you list  
(pg 4–5), CGF has involved and inspired some pretty significant people. 

It’s been a real “trip down memory lane” spending time with Lennie pulling together 
pictures, articles, old newsletters, and past events to highlight. Lennie is an amazing  
reservoir of knowledge on local people and issues. I hope the images and names we’ve  
included here evoke great memories for you as they do for us. Please join us in saying 
thank you to everyone who has made CGF into what it is today. And don’t hesitate to 
share your memories with us—please call me or Paul Davis anytime!

We have an amazing opportunity and a real responsibility to uphold the tradition, goals, 
and dedication of CGF’s earlier generations. Fortunately, the clear vision and passionate 
commitment that has guided CGF through its first 50 years of environmental advocacy is 
stronger than ever.  As we look forward to our future in a growing Bay Area, the struggle 
to see agriculture survive will continue, and threats to natural resources and open spaces 
will grow. So as we celebrate the past, we also recommit ourselves to CGF’s ongoing role 
in the community we love.
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As part of our on-going ef-
forts to prevent the loss of 
farmland in Morgan Hill, 

CGF has released our Study of 
Morgan Hill’s Proposed Agricul-
tural Mitigation Ratios (available 
on our website). The Study is in 
response to the City of Morgan 
Hill’s draft Agricultural Mitiga-
tion Policies and Implementation 
Program that outlines how the 
City plans to lessen the impact 
of developing farmland and support the 
agriculture that remains.  

The City’s Agricultural Policies are to be 
adopted as part of a greater proposal to  
annex farmland into the city for develop-
ment purposes. The area proposed for 
annexation and development is commonly 
known as the Southeast Quadrant. CGF 
has engaged in this issue for a number of 

years and last wrote about it in our Green-
Footnotes Summer 2011 edition.

The City has proposed an unprecedented 
0.5:1 mitigation ratio (for every one acre 
developed a conservation easement is 
placed on half an acre) for all mitigation 
done within the city’s sphere of influence.  
The California standard is 1:1—twice that 
proposed by the City. (The City proposed 

Hello Farmland, Goodbye Sprawl 
by Julie Hutcheson

Continued on Page 7



Update from the President
by Margaret MacNiven

Time flies when you are having fun! Already CGF is halfway through its 50th 
year, a year we are celebrating with member appreciation events that are 
informative and, yes, fun! So far this year members have enjoyed the expanse 

of wildflowers on Coyote Ridge, an important wildlife corridor connecting the Diablo 
Range with the Santa Cruz Mountains; hiked the foothills above Coyote Valley on 
a property recently purchased by the Santa Clara Open Space Authority; followed 
Adobe Creek as it meanders from its headwaters at Hidden Villa in Los Altos through 
recently restored areas before entering a channel in Palo Alto on its way to the bay; 
learned more about Searsville Dam during a docent-led hike in Jasper Ridge, Stan-
ford’s biological preserve; and walked the 
Baylands with environmental luminaries 
Enid Pearson, Florence LaRiviere and  
Eileen McLaughlin to learn more about 
our local wetlands. Our major donors 
were treated to a site visit of the Cargill 
property in Redwood City, site of the 
proposed Saltworks development  
(followed of course with wine and  
fresh-baked pizza!) 

And our celebrations continue. We have 
arranged a San Mateo County farm tour; 
another creek tour, this time the Los 
Gatos Creek; and an educational forum in 
which we will partner with Sempervirens 
Fund, an environmental group that for over 100 years has been dedicated to preserving 
redwood forests. The culmination of our festivities will be CGF’s Golden Celebration 
in September, a not-to-be-missed event which will be the most fun of all!

We have continued our unrelenting advocacy work, as well as managed all these events, 
because last year our capable and creative ED, Cynthia D’Agosta, set about restructuring 
administration. Our three Legislative Advocates, Julie Hutcheson, Alice Kaufman, and 
the always-intrepid Lennie Roberts, are working on more projects than ever to ensure 
the natural beauty of the Bay Area continues to be protected. Paul Davis is now the 
Development Director and Karin Lin the Programs Assistant. The “New Team” has 
proven to be productive and successful and we are more committed than ever to  
our mission. 

I want to take this opportunity to thank our long list of donors and to express my 
gratitude to you, the ones who make our work possible, and to ask you once again 
for your support as we embark upon our second half-century. I hope you will join me 
in supporting CGF as we reach out for sponsorships and donations for our Golden 
Celebration event at Runnymede Farm in Woodside this September. I can assure you 
your contribution will yield ongoing dividends as CGF continues its important work. 
It is no accident that the Bay Area is one of the most gorgeous places in which to live. 
Continued vigilance and hard work by organizations such as CGF are necessary to 
ensure it continues to be. 

And one last note: I would like you to join me in welcoming Andrea Altmann as our 
newest Board member. Andrea, who recently moved to the Bay Area, has 10 years of 
experience in the environmental field, and brings to CGF a wealth of knowledge in a 
variety of areas ranging from climate adaptation planning to sustainable landscaping. 
We are delighted to have Andrea on our Board.
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Staff photo (left to right): Nina Darner, Intern;  
Cynthia D’Agosta, ED; Lennie Roberts, Legislative  
Advocate; Karin Lin, Program Assistant; Paul Davis, 
Development Director; Alice Kaufman, Legislative  
Advocate; Julie Hutcheson, Environmental Advocate
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We Thank Our Donors — Your Support Makes Our Work Possible

Individual Donors
$50,000 or more
Mrs. Jean Lane

$25,000 to $49,999
Steve Blank and  

Alison Elliott

$10,000 to $24,999
Allan and Marilyn Brown

$5,000 to $9,999
Peter Kunstadter
Brad and Judy O’Brien
Nancy and Greg Serrurier

$2,500 to $4,999
Ed Carter and  

Kathryn Slater-Carter
Elizabeth Chamberlain
Dick and Beth DeAtley
Chuck and Nan Geschke
Sue and Peter LaTourrette
Jamis and  

Margaret MacNiven
Pete and Helen McCloskey
Dean and LaVon Morton

$1,000 to $2,499
Dayna and Steven Bochco
C. Denise Brodersen
Craig Britton and  

Carleen Bruins
Matthew Burrows
Helen E. Charpentier
Robin Clark and  

Mary Mackiernan
Constance Crawford
Paul Davis and Jade Thuma
Nancy S. Drapkin
Linda and Jerome Elkind
Rob and Susan Flint
Jim Foran
Ruth and Ben Hammett
Larry and Penny Hassett
Alice C. Kaufman and  

Scot Griffin
Jody and Roger Lawler
Tor and Nancy Lund
Stan and Joan Myers
Paul Perkovic
David and Jocelyn Perrone
William Reller
Robert and Elizabeth Rix
Lennie and Mike Roberts
Bruce Russell 
Audrey C. Rust
Katie Sanborn and  

Barbara Wright
Brian Schmidt and  

Karen Coppock
Jeff Segall
Lubab Sheet and  

Jonathan Davis
Leonard J. Shustek and 

Donna Dubinsky

Tanya Slesnick and  
Ted Mitchell 

Colleen and Geoff Tate
Joe and Jamie Wang
Jan and Bill Whitmer
James Wickett

$500 to $999
Steve and Carlene Abbors
Nancy Arbuckle and 

Cedric Crocker
Joan Baez
Bryan Beck and Kaia Eakin
Jim Blanchard and  

Terry Sweeney
Kathy Bridgman
Sherry Brown
Dan and Helen Chapman
Cindy Chavez
Jennifer Couperus
Nancy and Jitze Couperus
Cynthia K. D’Agosta
L Peter Deutsch
Dale Djerassi
Paul and Maureen Draper
Timothy Duff
Edith and Jeb Eddy
SandyEmerson
Jerry Hill
Arthur Hofmayer
Earle Jones
Tom and Madge Jordan
Thomas FJudge
Gail Kaiser and  

Mark Anderton
Dana and Mike Kimsey
Kenneth King
Susan Lang and  

Robert Levenson
Sally Lieber and  

Dave Phillips
Linda and Sid Liebes
Tom Lockard and  

Alix Marduel
Theresa Lyngso
Gal Mariansky
Alice Anne Martineau
Robin McKnight and  

Allen Olivo
Paul and Antje Newhagen
Bruce Purdie
Daniel and Helen Quinn
Mary ERatner
William Reller
Tony and Mary Roggero
Jessica Rose and  

James Principato
Elizabeth Boardman Ross
Jean Rusmore
Albert and Jo Schreck
Barbara Seaney
Margo Sensenbrenner
Ginger and Roger Summit
Diane Talbert 

Carolyn Tognetti
Jerry Torrance and  

Carmen Ortiz
Chris and Marita Vargas
Nancy and Ted Vian
Loren & Erica Walden
Mariquita West
Ciddy and Bob Wordell
Tanya Yurovsky

$250 to $499
Anonymous
Richard H Beahrs
Betsy and George Bechtel
David Beck and  

Debra Robins
Phil and Mary Bobel
Sabrina Brennan
Elizabeth Buchner
Nancy and John Cassidy
Patricia Cherry
Kansen and Daisy Chu
David Chu and  

Irene Lawrence
Linda Craig and  

Evan Hughes
Mike and Carol Danaher
Jan and Bob Fenwick
Francesca Eastman and  

Ed Goodstein
Chrisi Fleming
Steve and Sofia Freer
Monty and Judy Frost
Steve and Leslie  

Furney-Howe
Mary Gordon
Kelsey Grousebeck
Jerry Hearn
Hilary K Srere
Joan Sherlock
William and Beihua Kehoe
James and Annie LaPlante
Gregory ALoew
John and Jule Lynch
Dan and Janet Martin
Brian PMcCune
Clysta Seney McLemore
Kenneth C Muller
Jean and Greg Myers
Liz and Gary Nielsen
Mary and Ward Paine
Curt Riffle and  

Karen Scussel
David Ritson
Ralph D Samuelson
Michael Sanchez
Charles G Schulz and 

Claire Taylor
Joan Sherlock
Laura and Boris Teksler
Jim and Emily Thurber
Bryan and Cindy Trujillo
Woutje Swets
Don Weden

$100 to $249
Anonymous (5)
Elizabeth and  

Philippe Alexis
Betsy and Nat Allyn
Tanya and Alex Bagerman
Janet Bertaina
Paul Billig
Jean Blomquist and  

Greg Kepferle
Kristine Bobier
Penelope Bowen
Brian Carr
Mark Bult and  

Velma Gentzsch
Lyn Chambers and  

Greg Lee
Lydia Chen
Jon Christensen
Tim and Mia Clark
Kevin Cooke
Mary and Tom Cooper
Jeannette Cosby
Nicole David
Gordon K and  

Carolyn S Davidson
Arline and Peter Dehlinger
Ruth G Doell
Sharon Doyle
Richard and Jean Duda
John Duff
Lester and Marian Earnest
Ellen Zeff
Jan and Ernst Epstein
Gail Erwin
Tom and Janet Espersen
Stanley and Betty Evans
Dean A Eyre, III
Kelly Fergusson
Tom and Nancy Fiene
Norma Jean Bodey Galiher
Ann Ganesan
Lynn and Jim Gibbons
Annette Glanckopf
Matthew Greenberg
Grace and Michael Griffin
Carole Groom
Jennifer Hagan
Stephen and Diana Halprin
Michael Hammes
Kathryn Hargrove
Hertha and  

Walter Harrington
Cecily Harris
William Harris
Phillip HarterGary and 

Patricia Hedden
Davis Hershey
Kenneth Himes
Jan Hintermeister
Virginia Holmes
Kirsten Holmquist
Julie Hutcheson
Carol Jacobs
Michael and  

Christine James
Earl and Janet Jezek
Anne and Fritz Kasten
Judith Kays
Francie Kelley

Carol and Mike Kelly
Mary Kennedy
Alex Kennett
Steven and Barbara 

Kerckhoff
Kenneth King and  

Rosemary Malvey
Shigeo and Yuko Kirimoto
Yoriko Kishimoto and  

Lee Collins
James KleinrathVicki and 

Paul Kojola
Kathy and Bill Korbholz
Carol Kornfeld
Ginny Laibl
Ann V Lambrecht
Rick LanmanKevin Lansing 

and Sonja Myhre
Mary and Edmund Larenas
Jeffrey and  

Maureen LaTourrette
Barbara W Lawson
Rosalie Lefkowitz
Morton and Elaine Levine
Barry Lifland
John Litzinger
Liz Kniss
David Loeb
R.W. and  

Elizabeth S Lyman
Judith A and Mois Macias
Hugh MacMillan
Tyler MacNiven
Rowan MacNiven
Betsy and Bill Meehan
Frank Menke
John and Valerie Metcalfe
Amy Meyer
Micki Miller
Yoke and Ngoc Mo
Robert & Kay Moline
Kelly Moran and Mark Eliot
Terry Nagel
William K. Nisbet
Leslie O’brien
Kevin and Barbara O’Reilly
Mike Pacelli
Helen and Joe Pickering
Fran Pollard
David and Frances Reneau
Julie and Peter Reynolds
Virginia Rhodas
Ron Romines
Annemarie Rosengreen
Jim and Claudia Rourke
Cindy Rubin and  

Brian Rosenthal
Cynthia and Allen Ruby
Deborah R Ruddock
Jan and Vic Schachter
Gregory Scharff
Jonathan H Segal
Paul Segall and  

Joan Berman Segall
Ben and Annette L Segall
Drew Shell
Nancy Shepherd
Pat Showalter
Marion Softky
Nita Spangler

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Spencer
Michael Staskus
Robert E Stutz
Philip Sunshine
Robin Ann Sutton
Elizabeth Tarr
Nancy Teater
Amy Trainer
Tony and Carolyn Tucher
Ellen and Mike Turbow
April Vargas
Brent and Sandra Ventura
Jessica Vernon
Darien and Doug Walker
Louis S Wall
Dieter and Susan Walz
Samuel Weinberg
Sue Welch
Randall A White and 

Marcia Smythe
Margaret Williams
Mike and  

Margaret Williams
Howard Wilshire
Ron and Sue Wilson
Jeffrey and Sophie Yost
Mary L and Mark Zoback

up to $99
Anonymous (5)
Deborah Albert
Rhoda Alexander
John C Allen
Marjorie J Anderson
Karen Arimoto-Peterson
Bruce and Marjory Barkhau
Nancy and Donald Barnby
Cliff and Zelda Barnett
Robert Barrett and  

Linda Atkinson
Jennifer Basiji
Duane Bay and  

Barbara Noparstak
Irene Beardsley and  

Dan Bloomberg
Atsuko and Keith Bennett
Caroline H Bergh
Martin Berndt
David and Anne Bernstein
James Bjorken
Ann Bjorklund
Marsden and  

Elizabeth Blois
Christopher and  

Jane Botsford
Mary Ashley Brayton
Scott Brenneman
Joanne E Bruggemann
Gail and Robert Buschini
Michele and Derek Byrnes
Magdalena Cabrera
Gordon and Joan Campbell
Emily Cantey
A. R. and C.M. Carlson
Frank and  

Margaret Carney
Jennifer Castner
George Cattermole
Rachel Chamness

Gifts received April 1, 2011 through March 31,2012

Gifts of all sizes help ensure the future of local open space. 
CGF would like to thank the following donors for their 
committment to local open space protection. 
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We Thank Our Donors — Your Support Makes Our Work Possible
Paul and  

Marijane Chestnut
Ellen Christensen 
Thomas S and Sarah Clark
Ron and Carol Clazie
Howard Jerome Cohen
Susie Cohen and  

Barry Weingast
Robert and Doreene 

Compton
Jean M Covell
Maryann Danielson
J Mike Danzenbaker and 

Lee Hung
Paul and Anne De Carli
Shirley and Felix Demartis
Frances Marie Devlin
Rita Donovan
Chip and Linda Goldstein
Charles Drekmeier
Peter Drekmeier and  

Amy Adams
Joseph S Eckerle
David Ellison and  

Linda Fletcher
Lyndall F Erb
Ralph Eschenbach and 

Carol Provan
Lyn and Steve Faust
Anita and Sol Feferman
Eleanor Ferrari
Tom and Pauline Ferrito
Mark and  

Lisa Fischer-Colbrie
Doris Fischer-Colbrie 
Alice Fischgrund
Helen Fisicaro
Christel Fliss
Alexander L Florence
Bill and Louise Freedman
Sarah and  

Robert Freedman
Julianne Adams Frizzell
Hugh F and  

Loraine Frohbach
Diana Gerba
Jo Rawlins Gilbert
Mary McVey Gill
Mark R Gion
Jonathan Glick and  

Linda Tapscott
Kathy Graham
Robert and Joan Grant
Robert C Greene
Peter B and  

Ann M Gregory
Thomas Grey
Gerhard E Hahne
Dan Haifley
Margaret and Van Harvey
Cathy Hauer
Nancy L Hay
Teena Henshaw
Karen Herrel
John and Nancy Hewitt
Helen Holmgren
William Homan and 

Thomas Griglock
Carol and Mahlon 

Hubenthal

Ellie Huggins and  
Dan Wendin

Barbara Hunter
Cleo Jackson
Adaline Jessup
Barbara M. Johnson
Mick Jordan
Barbara Kaiser
Kirsten Keith
Sylvia T Kershaw
Mark and Paulette Kirshner
Howard and  

Wendy Kleckner
James and Judith Kleinberg
Ann Lafargue Balin and 

Fred Balin
Nils and Marie Lang-Ree
Jeanne Larkin
Elizabeth Lasensky
Heather Lattanzi
Hartley Laughead
Aldora Lee
Lily Lee
Karen Lemes
Benjamin Lerner
Michelle Lieberman
Gloria Linder and  

Inman Gallogy
David and Jane Lintott
Sonja and Peter Lobban
Dr. and  

Mrs. David London
Joan Loney
Carol and Hal Louchheim
Judith D Lurie
Marilyn MacDonald
Jone Manoogian
Carol and Joseph Marchi
Elizabeth A Maroder
Janet Martin
Hugh McDevitt
Susan and Ralph McKuhen
Eileen P McLaughlin
Barbara and Gerald Millin
Mary and Peter Mills
David and Lynn Mitchell
Joan Welch Morris
Jack Morton and  

Mary Ellen White
Robert Moss
Thomas Moutoux
Raymond Mueller
Merrill and Lee Newman
Ken Nitz
Joan Norton
Brigid O’Farrell and  

TJ Glauthier
William and  

Beverly Oldfield
Jean Olmsted
Palomar Park Garden Club
Mary Kenney and  

Joseph Pasqua
Ragni Pasturel
Gary Patton
Enid Pearson
Margot and Vaughan Pratt
Ted Raczek
Eleanor Rakonitz
Sheila Raleigh

Laura and Carroll Rankin
Kate HReimnitz
Emily Renzel
Thomas and  

Joanna Reynolds
Barbara Rigney
Rand and Joyce Robison
Myrna and Leon Rochester
Stephen and Judy Rock
Suzanne Rodriguez
Dobbie Roisen
Howard Rosenthal, MD
Bob and Aileene Roth
Leonard Rush
Paul Saffo
Nancie L Sailor
Grace Sain
Karl E Schabinger
William and Lynn Scheid Jr.
Kathy Schmidt
Charles Schmuck
Walter and Janice Sedriks
Howard and Barbara Shaw
Carolyn Shaw
Gerard and Joyce Shefren
Patt Sheldon and  

Matthew Clark
Jeffrey Shore
Mike Sims
Charles and Lydia Sloan
Gail Slocum and  

Jordan Gruber
Larry W Smith
Samuel Sparck
Peter Stansky
Carol and Noel Stevens
Sarah D Stewart
Robert Stiff
Carolyn Straub and  

Stephen McHenry
David and Jean Struthers
Robert Lee Stuart
Kathy and Andy Switky
Diana and  

Mike Sworakowski
Bruce Kaiser and  

Lisa Thomas
Sara Timby 
Lynn and David Torin
Robert G Turner
John Tyler
Mary Urbach
Barbara B Varenhorst
Timothy Vine
Karl and  

Carol Vonder Linden
Dr. & Mrs. Paul Wachter
Karen H and  

James M Wagstaffe
Grace Weisser
William Wendin
David and  

Helene Wheeler
Linda A Wheeler
Donald J Wilhelm
Bruce and Ann Willard
Elinor and Bruce Wilner
Stephen Wilson
Patricia Wipfler
Irving and Josephine Witt

Dana Wolfe
Osa and Gregory Wolff
Craig Working
Rose Wright
Thomas and Ellen Wyman
Andrea Zafer Evans
Karin Zimmermann

In Memory
In memory of Nancy Blaney
	 Ellen Zeff

In Memory of Mary Davey
	 James and  

  Judith Kleinberg
	 Pat Showalter

In Memory of Tony Hance
	 Julie and Peter Reynolds

In Memory of  
Darlene B Jones

	   Earle Jones

In Memory of Nancy C Kays
	   Judith Kays

In Memory of  
Candace Anthony Lilly

	   Dana and Mike Kimsey

In Memory of  
Geroge Rakonitz

	   Eleanor Rakonitz

In Memory of Ben Solow
	 Myrna and  

  Leon Rochester

In Memory of  
Ruth Beahrs  
  Spangenberg

	 Richard H Beahrs
	 Ann Bjorklund
	 Michele and  

  Derek Byrnes
	 Francie, Pat and  

  Katie Kelley
	 Shigeo and  

  Yuko Kirimoto
	 Sue and  

  Peter LaTourrette
	 Gregory A Loew
	 R.W. and  

  Elizabeth S. Lyman
	 Carol and Joseph Marchi
	 Yoke and Ngoc Mo
	 Robert Lee Stuart
	 Elizabeth Tarr
	 Tony and  

  Carolyn Tucher
	 Ciddy and Bob Wordell

In Memory of  
Darlene P Vian

	   Brian P McCune

To Honor
To Honor Matt Burrows
	 Patricia Cherry

To Honor Ben and  
Kim Cooper

	   Mary and Tom Cooper

To Honor  
Jennifer Couperus

	   Emily Cantey

To Honor Paul Davis
	 Woutje Swets

To Honor Peter Douglas
	 Dayna and  

  Steven Bochco
	 Coastal Commission      	

  Staff
	 Coastwalk California
	 EAC of West Marin
	 Land Trust of  

  Santa Cruz County
	 League for  

  Coastal Protection
	 Nature’s Inspiration was 

held in Peter’s honor

To Honor Claire Feder
	 Jennifer Couperus

To Honor Peter and  
Holly Henshaw

	   Teena Henshaw

To Honor  
Margaret MacNiven

	   Karen Arimoto-Peterson
	   Rowan MacNiven
	   Tyler MacNiven

To Honor Lennie Roberts
	 Audrey Rust
	 Karl and  

  Carol Vonder Linden
	 Margaret Williams

To Honor Sarita Schreiber
	 Anonymous

To Honor Brian Schmidt
	 Mark Bult and  

  Velma Gentzsch
	 Audrey Rust

To Honor Jeff Segall
	 Ben and Annette L Segall
	 Paul Segall and  

  Joan Berman Segall

To Honor Diane Talbert
	 Karen Arimoto-Peterson

Foundations
$50,000 or more
The David and Lucile 

Packard Foundation

$25,000 to $49,999
The Gordon and  

Betty Moore Foundation

$10,000 to $24,999
Cinco Hermanos Fund, 

LLC 
Michael Lee Environmental 

Foundation

$5,000-$9,999

$2,500 to $4,999
Geschke Foundation at the 

Silicon Valley Community 
Foundation

$1,000 to $2,499
Rockridge Fund at the 

East Bay Community 
Foundation

Corporations and 
Organizations

$2,500 to $4,999
Kaiser Permanente  

Foundation Matching 
Program

$1,000 to $2,499
Genecor International
Kenmark Real Estate 

Group, Inc.
League for Coastal Protection
Pacific Gas and Electric
UBS Investments

$500 to $999
Blue Oak Capital
Borel Private Bank & Trust 

Company
First National Bank of 

Northern California
Lam Research Foundation 

at the East Bay  
Community Foundation

Land Trust of Santa Cruz 
County

McDonald’s Serramonte, 
Daly City

O’Neill Wetsuits LLC
SRT Consultants
Working Partnerships USA

$100 to $499
GAP Giving Program
GE Foundation
IBM Corporation Matching 

Grants Program
Microsoft Matching Gifts 

Program
Motorola Solutions  

Foundation

up to $99
Costco
Levi Straus Foundation

In-Kind Gifts
Buck’s of Woodside
Cait Hutnik
Gary Walton’s Restaurants
Hobbe’s Restaurants
Margarita Castro
Margaret MacNiven
Ridge Vineyards
Shute, Mihaly & Wein-

berger
Starbuck’s, Palo Alto
Thomas Fogarty Winery
Wittwer & Parkin, LLP
Woodside Vineyards LLC
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Devil’s Slide Tunnel 
The Devil’s Slide Tunnel at long last will officially open in  
late fall amid great celebration—watch for details as to time  
and date.

San Mateo County History Museum 
An exciting exhibit celebrating “The People’s Tunnel” at Devil’s 
Slide is slated to open November/December and will be housed 
in the Rotunda of the Old County Courthouse

Big Wave 
Coastal Commission staff are reviewing the many issues raised 
by CGF and four other organizations in their Appeals of the 
controversial Big Wave Project, and is expecting to schedule a 
hearing on the Appeals in late summer or early fall. 

Martin’s Beach
CGF and Surfrider Foundation have called upon the property 
owner, Vinod Khoshla, to restore public access to this pictur-
esque fishing and surfing beach just south of Half Moon Bay.

Alpine Trail 
San Mateo County Supervisors have budgeted $2 million in FY 
2012-13 to repair and resurface the existing trail along Alpine 
Road instead of expanding it into a badly planned and located 
multi-use bi-directional trail, as Stanford had proposed.  The 
Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors will determine how 
to spend Stanford’s $10.4 million, mitigation funds required for 
impacts to recreational users from campus expansion.

Midcoast Local Program
The California Coastal Commission is still reviewing the resub-
mittal in May of 2011 of the San Mateo County update of the 
Midcoast Local Coastal Program. CGF is keeping on eye on  
the proceedings.

Williamson Act Contracts
San Mateo County has cancelled 128 Williamson Act contracts 
that have not met Caifornia state requirements for maintaining 
land in agricultural or open space use in exchange for substantial 
tax reductions. 

San Mateo County Energy Efficiency and  
Climate Action Plan
County staff are drafting a plan designed to reduce greenhouse 
gases and address climate change impacts. CGF will review and 
comment on the plan as soon as it becomes available. 

Redwood City Salt Ponds 
Cargill and developer DMB recently withdrew their original 
application to build 12,000 housing units and 1 million square 
feet of office space on restorable salt ponds due to intense public 
objections to the project. Cargill and DMB say they will be 
back with a smaller plan, but are first asking the EPA and the 

The Committee is watching...

Army Corps of Engineers to declare the salt ponds exempt from 
the Clean Water Act and the Rivers and Harbors Act, efforts 
CGF adamantly opposes.

Google Campus Expansion
Google is planning to expand its campus in to the Moffett 
Field/NASA Ames Research Center property and has pre-
sented a design concept to representatives of environmental 
groups including CGF. The plan addresses the protection and 
enhancement of adjacent natural resources including the two 
creeks (Stevens and Permanente) that run through the campus. 
One point of contention is whether or not Google’s expansion 
plans should include housing in the North Bayshore area of 
Mountain View.

Palo Alto Comprehensive Plan – Natural Environment 
Element
CGF submitted comments on the draft of the Natural Environ-
ment Element of Palo Alto’s Comprehensive Plan. CGF also 
provided input to the Climate Adaptation Plan currently in  
development in Palo Alto. This plan will address how to  
respond to alterations in the environment due to climate 
change. CGF will continue to track the evolution of both of 
these documents.

Morgan Hill’s Agricultural Policies and  
Implementation Program 
The City of Morgan Hill plans to release a revised version of the 
first draft originally circulated for public review in December 
2011. CGF has provided initial comments on the draft and 
is continuing its analysis of the document to be assured of its 
accuracy, clarity, and effectiveness. The Agricultural Policies are 
part of a larger project to annex 760 acres—much of it prime 
farmland— into the city for eventual development.

Morgan Hill’s Southeast Quadrant
The future of a substantial amount of Morgan Hill’s agriculture 
is at stake in the City’s proposal to annex and invite private 
development in an area known as the Southeast Quadrant.  The 
current proposal could potentially destroy much of the remain-
ing prime farmland within the city’s sphere of influence.  CGF 
is attempting to engage stakeholders in working toward more 
responsible planning and, ultimately, long-term preservation of 
farmland and continued feasibility of agriculture in the area.

The Institute Golf Course (Morgan Hill)
The Institute has indicated they would like to host a PGA tour-
nament at their private facility by 2013. The after-the-fact 2004 
EIR for the Institute Golf Course did not evaluate impacts of 
a tournament nor did the Planned Unit Development zoning 
document permit this type of usage. It is unknown at this time 
how the City of Morgan Hill will proceed with an application 
to permit the tour once it is received.  CGF is calling for the 
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completion of the outstanding mitigation 
measures to endangered species habitat 
and further CEQA review before a per-
mit for such use is considered.

Santa Clara Valley Habitat  
Conservation Plan
After more than seven years in the mak-
ing, the final Habitat Conservation Plan 
(note to Julie: is “Final” actually part of 
the title of the document? Is “Final Plan” 
its proper name? I am not sure how to 
capitalize!) is set to be released in late 
August for public review. The plan is 
set to go through the approval process 
by the six local partners (cities of San 
Jose, Morgan Hill, and Gilroy, County 
of Santa Clara, VTA, and Santa Clara 
Valley Water District) in early to mid-fall.  
CGF has been an active stakeholder in 
the process and will continue to advocate 
for the adoption of the Plan, which is 
intended to preserve important habitat 
for endangered and threatened species 
and will be paid for via new development 
impact fees. 

California High Speed Rail Authority
The California High Speed Rail Author-
ity is seeking a 90-acre site for a multi-
use (storage, maintenance, equipment) 
facility in southern Santa Clara County. 
So far, the Authority has proposed two 
potential sites in sensitive areas—one 
in Coyote Valley and the other in active 
farmland south of Gilroy. The need for 
this facility is due in large part to the 
Authority pursuing a “blended approach” 
to Caltrain and HSR north of Diridon 
Station in San Jose.

a 1:1 ratio applicable only to a small area of the Southeast Quadrant project 
known as Sub-district B. ) A 2:1 ratio option is proposed for developers who 
would prefer to find lands for mitigation purposes outside of Morgan Hill,  
i.e., elsewhere in Santa Clara County.

The mitigation ratios are critical as they translate into how many acres of 
farmland a developer will be required to purchase as conservation easements 
to mitigate for the loss of farmland. Conservation easements are not only a 
crucial tool in protecting farmland from development but also in increasing 
the viability of farming operations.

The results of our Study indicated that:

1. There were significant enough discrepancies between the data we col-
lected and the City’s to require them to further justify their land value 
data

2. The speculative development value on farmlands that are artificially aug-
menting land values are not reflective of true agricultural easement value 
and so cannot serve as the sole basis for determining the mitigation ratios

3. Mitigation costs at a 1:1 ratio may not place the City or developer at an 
economic disadvantage

4. Some proposed General Plan goals will be difficult to achieve under 
these ratios

The Agricultural Policies call out the need to “limit speculation associated 
with the conversion of agricultural land”. To achieve this, the City should 
plan future urban growth within its existing urban area and insist on keeping 
development out of the unincorporated Southeast Quadrant area. It could 
then work with landowners in that area to find those willing to place their 
land under conservation easements. The long-term goal would be the even-
tual acquisition of one or more contiguous areas of viable agricultural land 
that would make long-term farming feasible in Morgan Hill.

Where loss of farmland cannot be prevented, mitigation remains an impor-
tant tool for agricultural land preservation. As such, CGF supports a 1:1 
mitigation ratio inside the city’s sphere of influence as a fair standard for 
compensation for the irreplaceable loss of farmland within the community. 
We also are proposing a ratio increase — from 2:1 to 3:1 — for developers 

wanting to mitigate lands 
outside of Morgan Hill. The 
3:1 ratio would serve one 
of two purposes:  either (1) 
to incentivize developers to 
mitigate inside Morgan Hill 
due to the potentially higher 
cost of mitigating lands out-
side of Morgan Hill, or (2) to 
generate true enhancement 
outside the city’s borders, 
going beyond fully mitigat-
ing the impact (as the 2:1 
ratio does) and proactively 
preserving an additional acre 
of farmland.

Hello Farmland, Goodbye Sprawl     (Continued from Page 2)
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Upcoming Events
Committee for Green Foothills 50th Anniversary Party
Sunday, September 23rd, 2:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m.

Mark your calendars for the Committee for Green Foothills’ Golden Anniversary, 
celebrating fifty years of protecting the “green and gold” foothills and open space that 
bring life to our communities. See front page and website: www.greenfoothills.org for 
more information

The Los Gatos Creek Watershed Tour
Saturday, October 13th, 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

As with our previous Adobe Creek Watershed tour, this tour is in conjunction with 
the ongoing Shaped by Water exhibit, this time hosted by the History Museum of Los 
Gatos.  Join CGF as we explore the Los Gatos Creek watershed and learn about this 
wonderful natural resource and the challenges it faces.  

Speakers Forum with Sempervirens Fund
Tuesday, October 23rd, 7-8:30 pm 

CGF is partnering with Sempervirens Fund to host author John Muir Laws for an enter-
taining evening on the natural history of California.  In addition to the talk, representa-
tives from three major trail systems (Bay Trail, Coast Walk, and Ridge Trail) will be 
available to answer questions and inspire guests to get out and hike! 

Devil’s Slide Tunnel Opening Ceremony 
November or December – Information will be forthcoming as it becomes available. 

 
Please see CGF’s website for more information on these programs:  
www.greenfoothills.org or call Karin Lin at: 650-968-7243 x 340


