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How should you design a levee? Many people would answer that levees are intended for flood protection, and that bare 
or nearly bare earthen embankments, with water on one side and land on the other, do the job. The levees we are most 
familiar with in the Bay Area are just that. They create an abrupt transition between the development and infrastructure 
of the Bay Area and the waters of the Bay. And as 

sea level rise continues to threaten the many homes, businesses 
and other infrastructure located near the Bay, it might be expected 
that we would simply raise those bare walls higher and higher to 
keep out the rising seas, cutting our communities off from the 
Bay’s habitat and wildlife in the name of flood protection.
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“Living Levees”: Protecting Against  
Sea Level Rise by Restoring Wetlands

BY ALICE KAUFMAN LEGISLATIVE ADVOCATE
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COMMITTEE FOR  
GREEN FOOTHILLS Dear Amelia, 

You’re finally here. The last few months have been a whirlwind of dirty diapers, 
late-night feedings, and family visits. But mostly there has been awe and a profound 
sense of wonder at your very existence. When you wrap your tiny hand around my 

finger, I can’t help but think of your future. From your first step to your first day of school—your 
story is still untold. I see the world and my work with new eyes. Seeing a vision for your future 
that is as visceral as my own present. 

Even before these words mean anything to you, life is full to the brim. It’s full of diapers and 
land-use policies; both need to be changed. It’s full of lullabies and injustices; both need to be sung. 
It’s full of new life and age-old lands; both need to be cherished. 

I’ve written before about preserving the planet as we know it for future generations. It’s the 
steady drumbeat of people like me across the world. And yet today—looking at you sound asleep 
in my arms—it takes on a new force. 

I can’t guarantee anything about this world you’ve been born into. Our problems are too urgent, 
too wide, and too deep to make promises. Many of our friends have decided not to have children, 
fearing the world they would inherit. Your father and I will not lose hope. We believe in the power 
of good people coming together to face challenges. Here are my hopes for you:

I HOPE YOU GROW UP A WILD CHILD. 

May you grow up with a deep love of nature. Climb trees, scrape your knees, build forts, grow 
carrots, collect snails. It’s how you’ll learn to love the wild. I’ll take you outside, and I’ll be working 
every day to protect natural places. I do it for lots of reasons, but the simplest is this: so you can 
come running to me, smiling and streaked with mud, leaves in your hair, spent from a day 
scrambling over rocks and chasing butterflies. 

I HOPE YOU THRIVE LIVING WITH LESS. 

We outspend our planet’s resources in a way that can’t go on. From unchecked development 
to disposable everything, we need to change how we do the business of living on the earth. So many 
good people are changing: downsizing, sharing with others, and reducing their footprints. I can 
see a future where everyone uses what they need and no more. May your future be one where 
wasting our planet’s precious resources will be unthinkable. 

I HOPE YOU BELIEVE YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE. 

You may not know it yet, but you are a warrior. Never let 
anyone tell you otherwise. There may be times where you feel 
small. You are small. We all are. But together with others, you are 
mighty. Some days, it will feel impossible. Never let those feelings 
stop you from finding your voice. You are part of a groundswell 
of people who are changing the world. Find your tribe—your 
“small group of thoughtful, committed citizens”—and go out and 
fight for the world you want. 

That old drumbeat, save the planet for the next generation? 
It’s merged with my heartbeat now. 

I love you, dear daughter. Now let’s go out and save the world. 

Your mom, 
Megan

BY MEGAN MEDEIROS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

An Open Letter to our Youngest Member

CGF Executive Director Megan 
Medeiros welcomed her baby girl  
and future open space advocate, 
Amelia Jane Medeiros, into the  
world this August.
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Who says that farming is dead in Santa Clara 
County? Developers and their supporters would 
have us believe that there is no point in protecting 
the farmland that is left. And yet, the facts do 

not bear this out. A recent study commissioned by the county’s 
Department of Agriculture concluded that agriculture contributes 
$1.6 billion in gross value to the county and creates net economic 
value of $832 million. While those amounts don’t rival the financial 
reports of tech companies, they reveal that agriculture plays a notable 
role in the economic diversity of our county.

More importantly, the report showed that the amount of 
harvested acreage has stabilized over the last decade and 
production value per acre has continued to trend upward. The 
availability of land, water, and labor along with a shift in market 
demand to high value crops and stronger environmental policies 
have been some of the drivers of these changes. Santa Clara 
County’s production value per acre now ranks 6th out of 58 
counties in the state.

LAND MATTERS

While agriculture is certainly an industry subject to the whims 
of nature (the recent drought being an obvious example), it simply 
cannot exist without the land. 

Committee for Green Foothills has long valued farmland’s 

importance, because its inherent environmental, social, economic, 
and health benefits are necessary for a sustainable society. Local 
food production, groundwater retention, flood protection, climate 
change mitigation, and natural habitat and biodiversity are just 
some of these many vital benefits. 

That’s why Committee for Green Foothills continues to 
champion the importance of retaining farmland as part of our 
landscape. We are involved in the general plan updates of Morgan 
Hill, Gilroy, and Santa Clara County. We have been advocating 
for land preservation in the Southeast Quadrant (of Morgan Hill) 
and carefully metered growth in the north of Gilroy. 

Along with many Gilroy residents, we advocated for Gilroy 
to re-designate 660 acres of prime farmland from an industrial 
designation back to one of open space. We were pleased with City 
Council’s decision to do just that and remove it from its urban 
growth boundary as part of its 2040 General Plan update.

Our work has also included helping strengthen the efforts of 
other agencies seeking to assist local jurisdictions better plan 
their future growth.

CLIMATE CHANGE MATTERS

In March I provided a letter of support for Santa Clara County  
and the Santa Clara Valley Open Space Authority (OSA) to receive 

I ’d be surprised if there’s a Vinnie Barbarino or Arnold Horshack among the Greenfeet Family, 
and our part of the Bay Area is a little different from a Brooklyn high school, but readers from my 
generation may remember the television series Welcome Back, Kotter, about a high school alumnus 
returning to his school as a teacher. I’ve got a bit of that feeling returning to Committee for Green 

Foothills, this time on the Board of Directors–and it feels great!
I served for nearly nine years as Committee for Green Foothills’ Santa Clara County Legislative 

Advocate. That experience earned me enough trust and respect from the community that I was elected 
to the Santa Clara Valley Water District, and after a short overlap, I left CGF to concentrate on elected 
work. Now that I’m off the Water District Board, I couldn’t be happier to be back.

My environmental passion predated my time at Committee for Green Foothills: studying environmental 
law at Stanford, working at the Natural Resources Defense Council, Earthjustice, and at Shute Mihaly & Weinberger, which has 
often represented CGF. Once at Committee for Green Foothills, I relied heavily on mentoring from Lennie Roberts, long-time 
Legislative Advocate, and the wisdom of our directors. In the following years, I’ve assisted Legislative Advocates Julie Hutcheson 
and Alice Kaufman in the fantastic work they are now doing.

While I have some ideas to bring to the table, I make no claim to a teacher’s wisdom. I’m just happy to give my continuing 
passion and support for an organization that does such a great job. Thanks for having me back!

Call Me Kotter
Brian Schmidt, CGF’s Newest Board Member, (Re)Introduces Himself

Continued on Page 8

Why Agriculture Matters 
Understanding the Economic and Environmental Benefits of Santa Clara County’s Farmland
BY JULIE HUTCHESON LEGISLATIVE ADVOCATE
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But a new paradigm is being developed which combines 
traditional flood protection with the goal of restoring tidal marsh 
and tidal flat habitat. Sometimes called “horizontal levees” or 
“living levees,” this model incorporates a levee that, instead of 
dropping down sharply on the Bay side, slopes gently downwards 
in the same way that the land did hundreds of years ago, before 
the marshes were filled and the tidal flats diked off for salt ponds. 
This allows for natural, gradual transitions—from open water, 
to tidal mudflat, to tidal marsh, to “ecotone” or transitional 
upland habitat—to be re-established in these areas. 

Living levees provide better protection against sea level rise, 
since the gradual slopes and tidal marsh vegetation act to slow 
storm surges and absorb floodwaters. As a result, the earthen 
levee system can be lower than it would otherwise have to be, 
saving significant costs in construction and reducing the visual barrier 
between the Bay and the protected community behind the levee.

Moreover, the environmental benefits of living levees are 
significant. San Francisco Bay once contained 200,000 acres of 
wetlands, but due to filling and diking activities, only 40,000 
acres remain. Tidal wetlands are the “lungs of the Bay,” filtering 
pollution and absorbing carbon from the atmosphere. Wetlands 
also provide habitat for numerous species, including threatened 
and endangered species such as the salt marsh harvest mouse, 
Ridgway’s rail (formerly known as the California clapper rail), 
and western snowy plover. As restoration efforts have moved 

forward over the past few years, these species’ populations have 
slowly begun to increase; however, sea level rise could wipe out 
these species’ habitats if we follow the old model of levees and 
create no additional wetlands.

Recent flood protection plans are incorporating this new 
model. The South San Francisco Bay Shoreline Study is proposing 
levees for the northern edge of San Jose (north of the Alviso 
neighborhood and the San Jose wastewater treatment plant) that 
would include 2,900 acres of tidal marsh habitat and ecotone. 
The SAFER (Strategy to Advance Flood Protection, Ecosystems 
and Recreation) Bay project being designed by the San Francisquito 
Creek Joint Powers Authority also plans to include living levees, 
which would extend from the northern boundary of Menlo Park 
to the southern boundary of Palo Alto. 

Committee for Green Foothills will work over the next year 
to help secure funding for these and other living levee projects 
so that we may all continue to enjoy the wonderful wildlife and 
open space of the baylands while still protecting our communities 
against sea level rise. 

Continued from Page 1

Alice Kaufman is one of our Legislative Advocates. She 
is a founding member of Redwood City Neighbors 
United, a community group working to oppose the 
massive Cargill/DMB Saltworks development on the 
Redwood City salt ponds.

Representation of a living levee, which allows for a natural transition of habitats.
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2016 Events: Save the Dates
Baylands to Cooley Landing Bird Walk 
Palo Alto and East Palo Alto - Saturday, January 23, 2016 

Enjoy a leisurely 5-mile nature walk from the Palo Alto Baylands to Cooley Landing in East Palo Alto and back, 
led by docents from the Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society. It will be migratory bird season, and we expect 
to see a variety of birds in addition to great views of the Bay. We’ll learn about the Bay Restoration Authority 
ballot measure and how sea-level rise is affecting this incredible place.

Edgewood Park Member Hike and Picnic
Redwood City - Sunday, April 3, 2016
To thank our supporters who give $500 or more annually, we invite you to a special day at Edgewood County Park. 
Edgewood’s docents will lead us on a moderate 3.3-mile hike, and conservation biologist Dr. Stuart Weiss will show 
us the butterfly habitat. The hike will end with a program from Friends of Edgewood and our legislative advocates 
Alice Kaufman and Lennie Roberts. Lunch will be provided by Committee for Green Foothills and Friends of Edgewood.

Coyote Lake-Harvey Bear Ranch Hike
Gilroy - Saturday, April 9, 2016
Join Committee for Green Foothills and Save Open Space Gilroy for a docent-led wildflower walk. Our moderate 
4-mile hike will traverse a mixed oak forest on the way to the ridge top. With its quiet valley and views of the 
Diablo Range, you will feel as though you are hours away from the hubbub of the Bay Area. 

Coyote Ridge Hike
Gilroy - Sunday, April 17, 2016
If you miss the Coyote Lake-Harvey Bear Ranch hike, you have another chance to see the spring wildflowers 
on the federally protected Coyote Ridge. We hope to get a glimpse of Bay checkerspot butterflies while learning 
about this important habitat.

Earth Day
East Palo Alto - Saturday, April 23, 2016
Join Committee for Green Foothills, the City of East Palo Alto, and Youth United for Community Action for 
Earth Day in East Palo Alto. There will be tree care and tree planting with Canopy; city beautification with the 
Mural, Music and Arts Project; and city clean-up.

Devil’s Slide Walk and Picnic
Half Moon Bay - Sunday, May 1, 2016 
Enjoy stunning views of the coast as we learn about the epic 40-year campaign for the Devil’s Slide tunnel 
and the unique geology of this area. This will be a leisurely educational 2.5 mile walk. Lennie Roberts, one of 
our legislative advocates, will discuss our current work along the coast. Lunch will be provided.

Mary Davey Bench Hike
Los Altos - Sunday, May 22, 2016
Join us for a hike to celebrate Mary Davey’s birthday, her life, and contributions to Committee for Green 
Foothills. This moderate 4.5-mile hike will go through Rancho San Antonio Open Space Preserve, starting and 
ending at Hidden Villa. We will stop at the bench dedicated to Mary Davey to take a break, remember Mary, 
and enjoy lunch with a view before heading back through the forest. Last year we saw flowers in bloom, a 
California king snake, newts, and whiptail lizards.
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PUBLISHING ICONS CELEBRATED  
BY 300 GUESTS AT ANNUAL GALA

Committee for Green Foothills celebrated publishing 
icons Malcolm Margolin and David Loeb at Filoli 
Estate for our 12th annual “Nature’s Inspiration” on 
Sunday, October 4. Surrounded by beauty and 

serenaded by The Flatpick Sidekicks’ ambergrass music, we 
enjoyed food and wine and connected with friends old and new.

We were joined by well over 300 “wonderful people” (as the 
late Mary Davey would say), the champions for our region’s open 
spaces. In attendance were people who have been supporting 
CGF for decades, including Sid and Linda Liebes, who were 
recognized as our longest time members at the event. We were 
honored to have several dozen local elected officials along with 
many new CGF supporters. 

Introducing our two honorees, Executive Director Megan 
Medeiros said, “they share stories of the places that are worth 
fighting for and celebrate the people who are fighting for them.” 

David Loeb described Bay Nature, the magazine he and 
Malcolm founded together. “We’re a voice for the natural world 
that seeks to win people over to the concept of stewardship, not 

BY JUSTYNE SCHNUPP EVENTS AND OUTREACH COORDINATOR

through a sense of guilt or obligation, but by appealing to their 
sense of curiosity about the world around them and their love of 
beauty.” He encouraged everyone to “get to know and embrace 
the natural world where YOU live. It doesn’t have to include 
dramatic volcanoes or thundering waterfalls. It does have to 
include YOU.”

David then introduced his longtime friend Malcolm Margolin 
who is also the founder of Heyday, an independent, nonprofit 



FALL/WINTER 2015  |  7

González, to greatly expand their work in the Silicon Valley. 
José accepted the gift and said, “I am inspired by all of you 

and the work you’ve done—and will continue to do—and am 
excitedly looking forward to see how we can work in community.” 
He thanked his other partners including Midpeninsula Regional 
Open Space District and the Santa Clara Valley Open Space 
Authority. CGF looks forward to being a part of the effort to 
broaden the local open space movement.

We would like to thank Malcolm and David for allowing us 
to recognize their work and amazing spirits. To quote David, 
“When you’re inspired, you’re capable of doing special things.”

To subscribe to Bay Nature magazine, please visit: 

https://baynature.org/product-category/subscriptions-renewals/

To view Heyday’s book selection, view their catalog, please visit: 

https://heydaybooks.com/catalog/
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publisher. Malcolm enchanted the audience describing his life 
as a storyteller writing about the natural beauty and the Native 
American history of our region. He read a brief preview of his 
upcoming book about the Bay Area during the prehistoric age. 
He left us with a very powerful message about spiritual poverty, 
reminding us that our primary goal is to have better relationships—
both with the earth and with one another. 

After the speeches, it was all the more apparent why they 
were dubbed “inspirations.” As Board President Jeff Segall said, 
“Both David and Malcolm have a unique passion and perspective 
on the Bay Area, and a commitment to help us see our region 
with profound new insight.”

In honor of Malcolm and David, CGF made a $1,500 gift to 
Latino Outdoors, a national organization that connects and 
supports a more diverse leadership in the conservation 
community. CGF is working with the group’s founder, José 

Above Left: Anne and Phil Pflager, The Flatpick Sidekicks, shared their ambergrass music with guests at the event. Above Right: 
Filoili Estate in Woodside and great weather provided the perfect setting to celebrate all those who have worked to protect local 
nature. Opposite Page: Top: Over 300 guests helped us celebrate this year’s Nature’s Inspiration. Bottom: This year’s honorees, 
David Loeb (left) and Malcolm Margolin (second from left), with José Gonzáles of Latino Outdoors, CGF’s Executive Director 
Megan Medeiros, and CGF Board President Jeff Segall.
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PLANNING MATTERS

The actions of Morgan Hill and Gilroy are reminiscent of the 
outdated approach to planning, which has led to the sacrifice of 
copious amounts of farmland that once made up much of our valley. 
During the last two decades, our local farmland declined by 45%. 
With a projected 35% population growth, or 650,000 new people, 
by 2035, the county will soon be the fastest growing in California. 

Much pressure will come to bear on Morgan Hill, Gilroy, and 
San Jose to accommodate this growth given the amount of open 
space and farmland that surrounds their city limits. With 
approximately half of the county’s 27,000 acres of remaining 
farmland at risk of development, these cities must seize 
opportunities to grow more responsibly and protect the farmland 
at their urban edges. The question is: are they up to the task? 

The results are mixed and the outlook cloudy. The decisions 
we make today could ultimately decide the fate of 27,000 acres 
of farmland that currently grace our county’s landscape. Join us 
in speaking up for farmland preservation to secure a more 
sustainable future for the residents of Santa Clara County. The 
mistakes of decades past can’t be undone, but how we value 
farmland in the future is up to us—we need to let our leaders 
know that agriculture matters. 

a grant from the Sustainable Agricultural Lands Conservation 
(SALC) Program. This new California program seeks to reduce 
the state’s greenhouse gas emissions through the permanent 
protection and sustainable management of farmland. The grant 
funding will aid in the development of a regional framework 
focused on connecting farmland preservation to climate change 
mitigation efforts. 

On behalf of Committee for Green Foothills, I will be involved 
in the development of the plan and look forward to seeing how 
this endeavor, the first of its kind in the county, could help San 
Jose, Morgan Hill, and Gilroy better direct future growth and 
protect farmland as a climate change mitigation strategy. 

NATURE MATTERS 

In May I went with a representative of Greenbelt Alliance to 
visit San Jose City Councilmembers to encourage their support 
of the OSA’s nomination of Priority Conservation Areas (PCAs) 
within San Jose’s jurisdiction, especially those in Coyote Valley. 
PCAs are natural areas, recreational lands, farms, ranches, and 
urban open spaces that provide significant conservation benefits 
to the public and local economy. When the Association of Bay 
Area Governments (ABAG) designates an area as a PCA, local 
jurisdictions can qualify for grant funding from the Transportation 
Commission and others to promote conservation within the PCA. 
This potential funding encourages jurisdictions to value land for 
its natural benefits rather than only for its development potential. 
Our advocacy efforts resulted in the mayor’s office providing a 
letter supporting the San Jose PCA designations, which were 
adopted by ABAG in September.

LEADERSHIP MATTERS

Still we must contend with resistance to embrace these 
opportunities for more responsible planning and growth. Both 
Morgan Hill and Gilroy have development proposals on the table 
that, combined, would prematurely or unnecessarily convert 
more than 800 acres of farmland to urban uses. Each city claims 
the need to plan for the future among the reasons why these 
proposals must be approved, and city councilmembers point to 
their agricultural mitigation programs as suitable compensation 
for losing so much farmland. However, neither city’s program 
makes up for these permanent losses.

Furthermore, Morgan Hill declined to nominate PCAs in the 
Southeast Quadrant and portions of the Northeast Quadrant. 
This refusal is at odds with the city council’s rhetoric supporting 
agricultural preservation, and it runs counter to Morgan Hill 
residents’ desire to maintain the agriculture currently surrounding 
the city.

Morgan Hill City staff members have also downplayed the 
opportunity offered by the Sustainable Agricultural Lands 
Conservation Program grant, referring to it as nothing more than 
a mapping exercise. 

Julie Hutcheson joined Committee for Green 
Foothills as our Legislative Advocate in 2010. 
She is a member of the Santa Clara County 
Food System Alliance, serves on the Morgan 
Hill 2035 General Plan Advisory Committee 
and Santa Clara Valley Habitat Agency 
Public Advisory Committee. She is also the 
founder of Thrive! Morgan Hill. 

Continued from Page 3

The Southeast Quadrant of Morgan Hill, an area of farmland 
Advocate Julie Hutcheson continues to be the primary voice 
speaking up to protect.
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For nearly 10 years, Committee for Green 
Foothills and residents of rural San 
Mateo County have been pushing to 
replace broadcast spraying of herbicides 

along county and state highways with mowing 
and other nontoxic methods of weed control. 
The San Mateo County Board of Supervisors 
voted unanimously in 2012 to move in this 
direction for county roads, but Caltrans 
roadsides have been a bigger challenge. 

Finally, however, Caltrans has announced they 
will implement a two-year pilot program along 
Highway 84, in which they will mow or mulch to 
control weeds along one side of the road and 
continue spraying with herbicides on the other.

San Mateo County’s March 2012 landmark 
decision limited spraying along 315 miles of 
county-maintained roads to areas where difficult 
terrain or particularly noxious weeds require spot-spraying. The 
county’s reasons included potential impacts on the health of 
residents and visitors; health of the county’s sensitive habitats, 
including wetlands, streams, and watersheds; and the need to 
protect wildlife species, particularly endangered species.  

Despite letters and petitions from residents, until now Caltrans 
has agreed only to notify property owners in advance of spraying 
and to refrain from spraying areas where owners place signs 
along their roadsides. 

CGF AND OTHERS PRESS CALTRANS

Over the several months prior to Caltrans’ recent decision, 
we have garnered support letters from farmers, ranchers, residents, 
and environmental organizations to convince the agency to adopt 
mowing and other nontoxic methods along State Routes 1, 35, 
84, and 92. An impressive coalition including the Midpeninsula 
Regional Open Space District, Peninsula Open Space Trust, the 
Sierra Club’s Loma Prieta Chapter, California Native Plant Society, 
South Skyline Association, the Silicon Valley Bicycle Coalition, 
Vida Verde Nature Education, and 17 organic farms and ranches 
on the coastside, have written to Caltrans asking them to replace 
spraying with mowing.

The breakthrough came when State Senator Jerry Hill 
convened a meeting in September between Caltrans District 4 
Director Bijan Sartipi and representatives of Assemblymembers 
Rich Gordon and Kevin Mullin, County Supervisor Don Horsley, 
Committee for Green Foothills, and the Silicon Valley Bicycle 
Coalition.

While Caltrans’s move is an encouraging first step, there is 
much more to do. Clearly a more comprehensive approach to 
sustainable and environmentally protective weed management 
is needed. The long-term effects of herbicides are poorly 
understood. Even when carefully applied, herbicides persist in 
the soil and eventually can be washed from roadside ditches into 
streams, where they can affect aquatic species. Spray drift can 
void the organic designation of nearby crops. Residents and 
visitors who walk or bicycle along the roads may suffer health 
effects from herbicide residue. More and more childhood 
neurological disorders are being linked to chemicals. Reducing 
this source of chemicals while still meeting Caltrans goals for 
roadside maintenance is in the long-term best interest of people 
as well as the environment.

We will keep pushing Caltrans to adopt a comprehensive 
program that uses alternatives, including mowing, brushing, 
mulching, and seeding with noninvasive low-growing grasses to 
control vegetation along all the state highways in San Mateo 
County—and, with any luck, beyond.

Skyline Blvd. in March, 2015 showing the dead zone created by broadcast spraying.

For nearly 40 years, Lennie Roberts has been 
our voice in San Mateo County. One of the Bay 
Area’s most respected environmental leaders, 
Lennie has led countless critical open space 
battles on the San Mateo county coast and 
along Skyline Boulevard.

BY LENNIE ROBERTS LEGISLATIVE ADVOCATE

Caltrans to Initiate Herbicide Alternatives  
along Highway 84
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The torch was passed from one generation to the next 
this spring in the form of a handwritten note from 
Jeffery Allyn along with a generous gift from him and 
his wife Sharon. He wanted to continue his parents’ 

support of Committee for Green Foothills and made the gift in 
their memory. Betsy and Nathaniel Allyn were longtime 
supporters of Committee for Green Foothills, and Betsy was a 
member of the board a decade ago or so. 

Jeff writes of his upbringing: 

Betsy was “the tireless advocate for all causes related to the 
betterment of the Palo Alto community and Bay Area open space,” 
says Jeff. She “grew up in Palo Alto in the 1930s; she often would 

speak fondly about her childhood … about the green foothills 
surrounding the Stanford campus and beyond.” Betsy volunteered 
countless hours supporting Committee for Green Foothills. 
“When it came to her love for Palo Alto, no cause was too small 
or too formidable for her support,” says Jeff. She “was a passionate 
advocate for our environment as a whole; Committee for Green 
Foothills gave her a platform and a voice to be heard.” 

Nat loved the outdoors, particularly the oak trees in our area, 
about which he would say, “We are so lucky to enjoy this beauty.” 
Both Betsy and Nat were committed to making sure their children, 
and their children’s children, could enjoy the beauty of nature as well.

Jeff’s memories of his childhood and of his beloved parents 
motivated him to join Committee for Green Foothills. 

Here at Committee for Green Foothills, where we know that 
the open space battles of the past are just the prelude to the battles 
of the future, we are looking for the next generation of open 
space champions. We are so glad that Jeff has taken the baton 
and joined us as a member. 

On behalf of everyone at Committee for Green Foothills, we 
thank Betsy and Nat for their years of service and support, and 
we thank Jeff and Sharon for choosing to continue that support 
in their memory. We’re grateful and humbled by this generous 
gift. We hope Jeff’s story will inspire more people from his 
generation, the children of all the open space advocates who 
came before us, to join our efforts.

Elizabeth and Nathaniel Allyn, A Lifetime of Support
Jeff and Sharon Allyn share their commitment to our Open Space

Betsy and Nathaniel Allyn, longtime supporters of Committee 
for Green Foothills.

Betsy, former CGF board member and open space advocate, 
with her son Jeff. 

“When I was a kid in the 1950s, the hills around 
Stanford and Palo Alto were my playground, my 
retreat. At the farm between California Avenue and 
what is now Page Mill Road, we would build bales 
of hay into forts. The large oak trees on the property 
provided lookouts for us. Snakes and lizards were 
there for chasing and attempted capture. Days hiking 
to Searsville Lake to fish, swim, and carry on, as 
only kids can do, were common. We had a glorious 
childhood inventing games, climbing, and hiking our 
days through the foothills.” 
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San Mateo County:
SAN MATEO COUNTY COAST — where three separate major planning 
efforts are slowly grinding along.
PLAN HALF MOON BAY  — which after two years of gathering public 
input through neighborhood listening sessions, open houses, and 
workshops, the city’s consultants are focusing on enhancing the 
historic downtown area in addition to preparing a state-mandated 
Conservation and Open Space Element, addressing traffic 
congestion, and developing strategies for sea level rise, which will 
be impacting beaches, bluffs and dunes, and some low lying 
developed areas. Legislative Advocates Lennie Roberts and Alice 
Kaufman continue to push for the preservation of scenic views, 
agricultural lands, and environmentally sensitive habitat areas.
CONNECT THE COASTSIDE — which is intended to create a 
Comprehensive Transportation Management Plan (CTMP) for 
the Midcoast area and Half Moon Bay in order to ensure that 
traffic from new residential development will not impact the 
ability of the public to access the coast on Highways 1 and 92.  
Legislative Advocate Lennie Roberts is continuing to weigh in to 
ensure that the plan is based on accurate forecasts of traffic at 
“buildout” of the area, and strategies to reduce traffic are incorporated 
into the plan.
PLAN PRINCETON — which is an update of the Local Coastal 
Program for the Pillar Point Harbor and adjacent industrial 
waterfront that supports the fishing industry and is also a popular 
destination for visitors. Without careful planning and zoning,  
visitor serving uses could spell the demise of the working 
waterfront and commercial fishing interests. Public hearings on 
the Draft Preferred Plan will be coming up in 2016.  
REDWOOD CITY — where the draft Inner Harbor Specific Plan may 
allow for up to 1.2 million square feet of office space on the east 
side of 101. Comments on the EIR are due January 25.

Santa Clara County
GILROY 2040 GENERAL PLAN — City Council will be deciding on 
the draft text for the new General Plan. Legislative Advocate Julie 
Hutcheson called on the Planning Commission to recommend 
to city councilmembers more robust prerequisite conditions for 
urban service area amendments and annexations in the new 
Gilroy 2040 Genera Plan. The commission did recommend some 
of Julie’s suggested language changes, specifically the request that 
developers provide funding to the city to conduct certain analyses 
rather than the developer hiring their own consultant to provide 
the analyses.
NORTH GILROY NEIGHBORHOOD DISTRICTS — City Council will 
be voting on a proposal to bring 721 acres into the city for 
residential and commercial development. The Planning 
Commission has unanimously recommended to Gilroy City 
Council that it deny the proposal. We are opposing this proposal 
as (1) the city has sufficient land within its boundaries to 
accommodate its housing needs for the next 10 years and (2) the 
project would prematurely affect over 450 acres of farmland.
LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION COMMISSION — which will vote on 
the City of Morgan Hill’s annexation request for a portion of their 
Southeast Quadrant proposal. Legislative Advocate Julie 
Hutcheson will advocate for the commission to deny the city’s 
request as it will result in the unnecessary loss of important 
farmland to growth which could be accommodated within current 
city limits. It would also continue the pattern of illogical and 
sprawling city boundary lines.
CITY OF SANTA CLARA — which is considering a massive mixed-use 
development on what is currently a city-owned golf course. The 
project would cover 239 acres and build over 9 million square 
feet of office, retail, residential, hotel and entertainment space. 
Legislative Advocate Alice Kaufman is reviewing the project and 
will be advocating for mitigation of loss of open space and 
recreational resources, among other impacts.

The Committee is Watching...

The Committee Applauds...
Santa Clara County
GILROY CITY COUNCIL — for unanimously voting to eliminate 
from their Agricultural Mitigation Policy the in-lieu fee as a 
mitigation option for the loss of farmland to development. 
Advocate Julie Hutcheson supported this staff recommendation 
because in-lieu fees do not provide sufficient funding for the 
purchase and long-term administration of agricultural easements. 
The policy does allow for two other options: the direct purchase 
of agricultural land or the purchase of development rights on 
agricultural land.

SANTA CLARA COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS — which voted 
to purchase the Coyote Highlands and Coyote Canyon properties 
east of Morgan Hill and include them in the County Parks system. 
Legislative Advocate Julie Hutcheson opposed a proposed 
development on this property back in 2013 on account of the 
important wildlife, habitat and other resources on the site. We 
are glad that this beautiful landscape will now be preserved.
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Join Us for Our Upcoming Events 

A New Way to Support Our Work

Edgewood Park

Baylands to Cooley Landing Bird Walk 
Palo Alto Baylands Saturday, January 23, 2016
Enjoy a leisurely nature walk from the Palo Alto Baylands to Cooley Landing and back, led by 
docents from Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society. 

Committee for Green Foothills can now accept vehicle donations. For more 

information please see: 

www.greenfoothills.org/donate/donate-your-vehicle  

or contact Amanda Henry at: Amanda@greenfoothills.org or 650-968-7243 x314

Edgewood Park Member Hike and Picnic 
Redwood City Sunday, April 3, 2016
To thank our supporters who give $500 or more annually, we invite you to a special day at 
Edgewood County Park.

For more information about these and other events, please see our complete 
events calendar on page 5 inside, or online at: www.greenfoothills.org/calendar


