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A Tale of Two Quarries
BY ALICE KAUFMAN AND LENNIE ROBERTS
LEHIGH PERMANENTE QUARRY

PILARCITOS QUARRY

PILARCITOS QUARRY

The Pilarcitos Quarry, located off Highway 92 in Nuff
Canyon, three miles east of Half Moon Bay, is a granite quarry
that produces rock, sand and gravel (called “aggregate” in the
construction industry). Although Pilarcitos Quarry has been
in operation since 1933 and thus predates San Mateo County’s
permit requirements, the quarry has always obtained the
necessary county permits rather than arguing that it has a
vested right to mine without local permits.
When the Pilarcitos Quarry proposed expansion of the
existing quarry, the owners contacted CGF and asked for
advice. Their initial plan was to expand quarry operations
throughout the pristine upper canyon, which would have
committed the entire 588-acre property to mining. Due to
concerns CGF and agencies had over impacts on wildlife and
sensitive habitats, the quarry revised their plan to limit expansion
to a much smaller 107-acre footprint. Additionally, the quarry
agreed to (1) grant a conservation easement permanently
protecting 192 acres in the upper canyon; (2) create new habitat
for the threatened California red legged frog; (3) “daylight”
and restore Nuff Creek, which currently runs through a
concrete culvert; and (4) capture rainwater to release into the

creek during the dry season for the benefit of endangered
steelhead trout and other species. (See sidebar on page 4 for a
complete description of Pilarcitos Quarry’s environmental
mitigations.)
Pilarcitos Quarry’s expansion was approved by the County
Planning Commission in January 2012, and no environmental
groups or public agencies appealed their decision.
LEHIGH PERMANENTE QUARRY

The Lehigh Permanente Quarry is located in Santa Clara
County, in the foothills next to Cupertino, directly south of
Rancho San Antonio Open Space Preserve. The quarry produces
limestone aggregate and also operates a cement plant.
Because of the high levels of mercury and selenium present
in the limestone at the quarry site, Lehigh’s operations result
in significant mercury air emissions from the cement plant and
selenium discharges to Permanente Creek, which runs through
the property. The quarry’s location directly adjacent to the
residential neighborhood of Cupertino has resulted in years of
complaints and protests from local residents about the dust and
pollutants emitted by Lehigh’s cement plant, the noise of the
Continued on page 4
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I am so happy to be joining Committee for
Green Foothills as your Executive Director.
I’ve been working down the hall from CGF’s
offices since 2009, at the Sierra Club Loma
Prieta Chapter, admiring the talented staff and
incredible community of people who share a
vision for our region with our hillsides, coast,
waterways, wildlife, and agricultural land
protected from sprawl.
I have been exposed to open space issues
since I was very young, having grown up along
the Mount Diablo Range foothills in Fremont.
When I was a teenager, a neighbor recruited
me to participate in a campaign against a local
measure to allow development on a steeper
grade of hillside in the city. Winning that
campaign was my first exposure to advocacy
at its best. I feel so fortunate having learned at
a young age that ordinary people working
together can make great things happen.
While at San Jose State University, I
interned at the Silicon Valley Land Conservancy
and organized hikes on Coyote Ridge in San
Jose. One of our volunteer docents who also
attended SJSU recruited me into a small student
group called Save Coyote Valley and I again
saw first-hand that people working together
can make great things happen. This volunteer
docent, Mark Medeiros, ended up founding
one of my favorite nonprofits, Veggielution
Community Farm in East San Jose. We were
married in 2012 on earth day, and took our
friends and family on a Coyote Ridge
wildflower tour the following day.
I’m telling you all of this to illustrate that
the local environmental movement defines so
much of who I am and joining Committee for
Green Foothills is really a dream come true.
CGF has accomplished so much over the past
five decades, but I believe our biggest successes
are still to come. The economy is revving up
at full speed, development is increasing, and
CGF is going to need to be as vigilant
and proactive as ever to protect our local
wild places.

From the President
BY MATT BURROWS

In 2014, we will be diligently working to
protect San Mateo County’s natural shoreline,
continuing to push for the restoration of
Redwood Cit y’s baylands, stopping
development from encroaching on our creeks,
and advocating for strong policies in Santa
Clara County that protect rural areas,
particularly hillsides, from development.The
fact that we will fight and win many of these
battles is what makes us unique. But, in order
to stay relevant and effective, we are going to
need to adopt a few new strategies. I am happy
to say that we are already putting a greater
focus on growing and diversifying the pro-open
space movement. And this is just the beginning.
Very soon we will be releasing our 50-year
environmental vision, “Deep Roots, Green
Future,” and taking it on a bit of a tour around
the community. We will then be developing
a thoughtful strategy that outlines how we
intend to overcome the biggest threats to open
space protection.
We have a big year ahead, a year that will
be defined by growth and renewal, and I believe
many wins for the environment. And every
win will have been made possible because of
you. So thank you for your ongoing support
of Committee for Green Foothills. Please
stop by our office to say hello, I would love
to meet you.

A

s the late autumn days shorten, many of us make
a natural retreat into a dormant mode. However,
at Committee for Green Foothills a figurative
springtime is blooming with fresh faces and
forward planning. Our wonderful advocates Lennie Roberts,
Alice Kaufman and Julie Hutcheson are intently placing the
finishing touches on our vision for the next 50 years, titled
“Deep Roots, Green Future.” Our creative Development and
Outreach Coordinator, Mandy Henry, is immersed in our
Annual Appeal. Our talented and energetic new Program
Coordinator, Elizabeth Sarmiento (welcome Elizabeth!), is
plotting a 2014 filled with exciting hikes, tours and events that
will help our supporters stay up to date on the latest issues.
And, happily, this flurry of activity is taking place with the
enthusiasm and guidance of our new Executive Director,
Megan Medeiros. Megan, who officially embarked on her role
as our new Executive Director on November 1st, is a passionate
open space advocate. She comes to CGF after four dynamic
years at the Sierra Club Loma Prieta Chapter, where she was
most recently the Conservation and Development Manager.
During her tenure at the Sierra Club, Megan established herself
in the local environmental community as a charismatic,
tenacious leader who, among many other successes, orchestrated
record fundraising campaigns, founded innovative youth
leadership development programs, and inspired scores of
volunteers. Megan also volunteers on the Climate Reality
Project, the Coyote Creek Advisory Committee of the Santa

Clara Valley Water District, and has served on the Boards of
the San Jose Leadership Council and Silicon Valley Land
Conservancy. We are extremely fortunate and energized to
have Megan as our new Executive Director, and our Board is
confident that she will take Committee for Green Foothills in
wonderful and exciting directions. If you haven’t done so yet,
please give Megan a big welcome into the Greenfeet family.
Also, I hope you will consider making a generous
contribution to this year’s Annual Appeal in honor of a new
chapter of leadership at CGF. As the year ends and you ponder
your donation choices, consider CGF as an investment in the
future of our incredible local open spaces and in the future of
the environmental movement. With your support, Committee
for Green Foothills will remain a staunch defender of our
precious natural legacy, while creating an inspiring vision of
our region’s future. Thanks to your support, we are and will
continue to be local, vocal and effective!!
Finally, it’s more than appropriate at this point to express
our gratitude to Liz Snyder, who as our Interim Executive
Director for the past year has brought leadership, innovation
and passion to her post. Liz, who also co-founded Full Circle
Farm in Sunnyvale, is responsible for bringing our new website
to fruition, among many other accomplishments at CGF, and
we are in a better place because of her. Fortunately, Liz plans
to stay with us in a reduced role in support of fundraising and
grant writing. Thank you Liz from all of us at CGF!

Farewell from the Interim Executive Director
BY LIZ SNYDER

In the year that I have served as CGF’s Interim Executive
Director, I have felt privileged to come to know it’s talented
and dedicated Board and staff, and eternally grateful for all I
have learned from our exceptional advocates.
When I started my tenure, my only goal was to “hold down
the fort.” Quickly, though, I became so enamoured of CGF’s
mission that it seemed natural to jump in to the work feet first.
It was deeply rewarding, but wasn’t always easy. About six
weeks in to the job, I was on my way home from work and
had to pull over by the side of the road. The tears that came
were a powerful combination of grief and gratitude. Grief, in
facing the magnitude of what we have lost as a community to
the bulldozers and concrete. Gratitude, for the founders of
Committee for Green Foothills and Lennie Roberts for her

long-standing efforts. If not for them, the loss would have
been so much larger, so much more tragic.
While I appreciatively hand over the reigns to the capable
and visionary hands of Megan Medeiros, I will continue to
help in my own small way. As a writer, I am happy to have
the opportunity to continue working on powerful visionbuilding projects like “Deep Roots, Green Future.” I also
hope to continue to see you all at various CGF events!
Today, I stand in awe of our whole team at CGF. The
passion, dedication, and activism I’ve seen in the past year are
unparalleled. I am so happy to have taken part in saving the
beautiful green spaces that I credit for so much of my happiness
(and my sanity!). And I am proud to say that CGF’s uniquely
effective brand of advocacy has become part of my DNA.
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Continued from page 1 – A Tale of Two Quarries

PILARCITOS
QUARRY’S
ENVIRONMENTAL
COMMITMENTS:
• Permanently protect 192 acres in the
upper Nuff Canyon through a
conservation easement, which has
already been recorded. Funding for
monitoring and enforcement has been
provided. As new areas are disturbed,
the quarry will augment the conserved
areas at a ratio of 3-1.
• Create three new ponds and associated
wetlands in the conserved upper canyon
area to enhance the habitat for the
threatened California red legged frog in
the conserved upper canyon area.
• Open up and restore 350 feet of Nuff
Creek in the first phase of expansion.
The creek currently flows through a
culvert under the active quarry area
in the lower canyon. When the quarry
reaches its final phase, the remainder
of the creek will be “daylighted” and
restored, and a new riparian corridor
created. The upper slopes of the
quarry will be re-contoured and
planted to create a more natural
appearance than typical quarry
benching.
• Create up to 80 acre-feet of new
water storage in the completed quarry
areas by capturing rain water during
the winter season. The stored water
will be released during dry seasons to
supplement flows in Nuff and Pilarcitos
Creeks for the benefit of steelhead and
other aquatic species. A multistakeholder group that includes
resource agency representatives and
downstream landowners will guide
decisions about the timing and
amount of water to be released.
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truck traffic, and other impacts from the
quarry’s operations.
State agencies regulating air and water
pollution have issued multiple notices of
violation to Lehigh concerning the emissions
and discharges from quarry operations. Lehigh
filed suit in 2012 against the Bay Area Air
Quality Management District (BAAQMD)
over the air quality regulations applicable to
Lehigh’s operations, alleging that since Lehigh
is the only cement plant within BAAQMD’s
district, the regulations were unfair. The
quarry’s violations of the Clean Water Act,
were the subject of a lawsuit by the Sierra Club
that was settled in early 2013 when Lehigh
agreed to reduce its discharges of selenium to
Permanente Creek down to legal levels.
Meanwhile, a lawsuit by the Mid-Peninsula
Regional Open Space District (MROSD),
which manages Rancho San Antonio Open
Space Preserve adjacent to the quarry, alleges
that Lehigh’s recently completed Reclamation
Plan Amendment (which details the actions
the quarry will take to clean up the
environmental damage from its mining
operations) is inadequate and fails to address
the impacts to air quality as well as the dangers
from toxic metals and contaminants present
in the soil from the munitions and metal
manufacturing operations formerly conducted
at the quarry site. Yet another lawsuit, by Bay
Area Clean Environment, challenges the
decision by Santa Clara County that Lehigh
has vested rights to mine on this site and
therefore does not need to obtain a County
Use Permit for its operations.

Given that mining of aggregates will take
place in the Bay Area, what limits should be
placed on these activities? Should we encourage
mining in mineral deposits such as the limestone
of Lehigh Quarry, which contains toxic
mercury and selenium, or in granite deposits
in Pilarcitos Quarry, which does not have these
contaminants? Should we take into account
actions such as those committed to by Pilarcitos
Quarry to create new wetlands and stream
habitat, including habitat for threatened
California red legged frog, and permanently
protect many acres of valuable land? Should
we consider whether a quarry poses a health
risk to local residents, or even simply whether
its location relative to residential neighborhoods
causes a nuisance from noise and dust?
Quarries may be necessary evils, but there
can be little doubt that there are some quarry
operations that are more environmentally
friendly than others. It is impossible to ignore
these thorny issues when advocating for the
long-term protection of our environment and
our open spaces. As we work towards a future
in the Bay Area that embodies the values we
have represented for over 50 years, CGF will
continue to ask these hard questions and weigh
competing issues, so that future generations
may enjoy the beauty of our environment as
well as clean air and water.

PG&E Gas Pipeline Project
Threatens Edgewood Park
BY LENNIE ROBERTS

E

dgewood Park’s serpentine grasslands support
spectacular spring wildflower displays and are habitat
for seven species protected under federal and state
law, including the Bay checkerspot butterfly and the
San Mateo thornmint, a small plant found only at Edgewood.
PG&E is proposing to install a new 24” gas pipeline to upgrade
a non-standard 22” pipe, which dates from the 1930’s. Line 109’s
replacement would require digging a deep trench from Sunset
Way in Emerald Hills across Edgewood’s main serpentine grassland,
then crossing under I-280 and a small section of “the triangle” on
San Francisco Watershed land to reach Edgewood Road.
An 80-foot wide work area would not only disturb protected
habitat, but would also require closure of the park’s Serpentine
Trail for months. Longer-term concerns include the significant
potential for introduction and spread of invasive weeds, setting

back a 25-year program of habitat restoration by Edgewood’s
dedicated volunteers.
There are better alternatives to this massive disruption of
Edgewood’s sensitive habitats. There is also precedent for re-routing
utilities to protect scenic, recreational, and environmental values.
Back in 2003, PG&E proposed a new 230 kV transmission
line cutting through Edgewood Park and the San Francisco
Watershed lands. CGF, Friends of Edgewood and the California
Native Plant Society called for undergrounding the new lines
under Cañada Road and Skyline Boulevard. Ultimately PG&E
agreed to the alternative route, thus sparing Edgewood and the
Watershed from significant impacts.
The same groups are again urging PG&E to select an
alternative route for the gas pipeline so the goals of both safety
and environmental protection can be achieved.

Above and below: Edgewood Hills

Edgewood - Creekside Center for Earth Observation

ARE ALL QUARRIES CREATED EQUAL?

With all industrial land uses, the question
arises: is it better to prohibit the activity
completely or to allow it in appropriate
locations? When it comes to mining of
aggregate material, basic maintenance of roads
and structures in the Bay Area requires either
production or importation of some amount of
aggregate. Having a local production source
for this material can reduce greenhouse gases
and air pollution that would result from
importing the material (aggregate imports
generally come from Mexico and Canada).
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Nature’s Inspiration
BY MANDY HENRY

C

GF had an amazing time celebrating with friends
at our annual gala, Nature’s Inspiration. Mountain
Meadow Estate provided the perfect setting to
celebrate the work we do, as we were surrounded
by towering redwoods and endless natural beauty. Along with
the breathtaking property, we enjoyed wonderful wine, food,
and engaging speakers. We were delighted to have Senator
Jerry Hill, a speaker and Honorary Host of the event, to thank
CGF for all we had accomplished over the past year thanks to
the support of our dedicated members. We looked toward the
future of CGF by welcoming our new Executive Director,
Megan Medeiros. And, last but certainly not least, we honored
our keynote speaker, John ( Jack) Muir Laws.
We had all been looking forward to hearing what Jack had
to say, and we were not disappointed. With the help of his
adorable little girl, he delivered a truly inspirational speech
that left everyone in attendance energized and recommitted
to preserving and protecting our local resources for future
generations.
Jack began by explaining his approach to loving nature and
recommended we carefully consider our definition of the word
“love.” He defines love as “sustained compassionate attention”
and suggested we “think about that between yourself and a child,
between yourself and your partner, and between yourself and wildness.
The more that you can sustain and keep present with focused attention
- that is the act of love. And it changes who you are. By paying that

John ( Jack) Muir Laws presenting
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kind of attention you are fundamentally changed by that activity.”
Jack also spoke of the amazing work he does and how he
gets people of all ages to appreciate the nature around them on
his journaling field trips. During these trips he and his
participants “use drawing and sketching to get us to slow down,
observe more deeply, to focus on what’s happening in front of us, and
to fall in love with the world.”
Jack then went on to talk about how important this process
is for all of us who are working for change when he talked of
how “sometimes when you’re up against powerful, well-funded
development forces, it can start to affect your heart and you can feel
overwhelmed. One of the things that is there to prop you back up is
regular, deep, profound experiences with nature.” And “the more that
you are refreshed from the spring of connecting with wildness, the more
we’re going to be able to do the difficult work together.”
It is not only our relationships with nature that need our
sustained compassionate attention. We also need to pay this
attention to one another because “the more that the relationships
within this group, people that are sitting right here, the stronger that
that becomes, the more powerful together we are to effect change.”
CGF would like to thank John Muir Laws for his spirit,
life, and work. You are a true inspiration to us all!
For more information about John Muir Laws and
his classes, workshops, and field trips, please visit:
www.johnmuirlaws.com

Mountain Meadow Estate
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Saving Main Street
Bridge in Half Moon Bay

Ulistac Natural Area
Under Threat

BY LENNIE ROBERTS

BY ALICE KAUFMAN

H

alf Moon Bay’s Pilarcitos Creek Bridge, popularly
known as the Main Street Bridge, was built
across Pilarcitos Creek back in 1900. It was the
first concrete bridge built in San Mateo County,
and may well be the oldest pre-stressed concrete bridge in the
world. The design is a closed spandrel concrete arch with steel
reinforcement comprised of inch and a half braided steel and
hemp cable that had previously been used in San Francisco’s
cable system by the California Street Cable Car Company.
Today, 113 years after the bridge was opened, it continues
in largely unaltered form as the scenic and iconic gateway to
historic downtown Half Moon Bay. Residents and visitors
alike have a sense of arrival at a calmer, gentler place as they
drive, bicycle, or walk across the old bridge and enter the
shopping district.
The bridge is now threatened by an ill-considered decision
of the Half Moon Bay City Council, which voted 4-1 in
September to demolish the bridge and replace it with a much
wider, straighter structure. A wider, straighter bridge is not
only unnecessary, but it would actually encourage higher
speeds rather than calming traffic entering the historic
downtown. Demolition and replacement with a larger bridge
would also adversely impact Pilarcitos Creek and its riparian
area, whereas repair would be far less impactful. Agencies
including the California Coastal Commission, Army Corps
of Engineers, and California Fish and Wildlife will also have

to sign off on any project so this decision does not rest solely
with the Council.
While safety was the purported reason Council members
gave for destroying the bridge, they ignored recent independent
engineering reports that the bridge is structurally sound and
can be repaired and restored at relatively modest cost with less
disruption to downtown businesses.
Several fatal steps leading up to the Council’s decision may
well scuttle the demolition. The City is relying on federal
bridge grant funds, but failed to acknowledge its historic status
in its grant application back in 2010. Not only can the federal
funds be used for repairs of historic bridges, there is a specific
requirement that if an historic structure is proposed for
demolition, a local agency must first make the bridge available
for donation to the State, another local agency, or to a private
entity. Additionally, CGF, through a detailed letter from the
law firm Wittwer & Parkin, has pointed out to the Council
that by ruling out repair of the bridge, the Council has violated
CEQA which requires consideration of alternatives at the
earliest possible stage of decision making.
Half Moon Bay citizens of all political persuasions, the
downtown merchants, environmentalists and historic
preservationists have all vowed to “Save the Main Street
Bridge.” With such a broad coalition coming to its rescue,
there is little doubt that the bridge will indeed be saved. Yes
it will take a lot of work, but it’s well worth it!

U

listac Natural Area represents the last 40 acres of
undeveloped natural land in the City of Santa
Clara. It is the result of thousands of hours of
volunteer work by schoolchildren, Boy Scouts,
nature lovers, teachers, birders, and others who have devoted
time to planting, weeding, and helping to create the diverse
habitats of Ulistac. Wetlands, native grassland, sycamore and
oak woodlands, oak savannah habitat, coastal scrub habitat, a
bird and butterfly garden, as well as the adjoining Guadalupe
River corridor, provide a range of habitats for wildlife and a
wonderful natural area for schools to teach children about
nature and for residents to enjoy. It is also a culturally and
historically significant site for the Muwekma Ohlone, a local
Native American tribe.
Unfortunately, Ulistac is under threat due to a proposal by
the Santa Clara City Council to relocate the Santa Clara Youth
Soccer Park, which is currently located next to the new 49ers
stadium on a site that will be turned into a parking lot. The
City Council is considering several possible locations for the
soccer park, including Ulistac.
A soccer field, with its monoculture of non-native grass and
lack of tree- or shrub-size vegetation for nesting, foraging, or
hiding from predators, cannot provide the same quality of

Accomplishments in

habitat for wildlife as the range of restored habitat areas Ulistac
currently supports. The soccer field would be placed in the
middle of Ulistac’s natural area, leaving the wetlands isolated
at one end and the bird and butterfly garden at the other end.
This fragmenting of habitat is as harmful as outright destruction.
Animals in the wild do not confine themselves to an acre here
or there, and limiting the range in which wildlife may roam
acts to severely limit the number and kinds of species that can
utilize the area.
In addition, one of the factors that makes Ulistac so valuable
to wildlife is the fact that it adjoins the Guadalupe River. Rivers
and riparian corridors, especially those in a natural state such
as the Guadalupe River, are rare and valuable resources for
plants and animals. In the semi-arid Bay Area, the great majority
of wildlife uses riparian corridor areas at some point, whether
for shelter, foraging, or migration, since riparian corridors host
a diversity and density of vegetation often found only near
water sources. Open space adjacent to riparian corridors has
great value for wildlife since it is accessible from the riparian
corridor and does not require travel through developed areas.
We hope that the Santa Clara City Council will decide to
keep Ulistac as the wonderful, natural, undeveloped area it is,
and find another location for the youth soccer park.

substantially, thanks to effective advocacy by CGF and parks
support groups.

2013

CGF expanded our community education through
our events and hikes, including our annual Farm Tour. This
year’s Farm Tour was a huge success in southern Santa Clara
County. Participants had the opportunity to visit a diverse
range of agricultural operations and saw firsthand some of the
unique opportunities and challenges of farming in our community.
We were also able to offer discounted student and senior tickets
for the first time, helping to make our events more inclusive.
PROGRAMS

The Tom Lantos Tunnel finally opened
in March this year. In March 2014, a wonderful new public
walking and biking trail will open along the old road, creating
a world-class new park for San Mateo County.
DEVIL’S SLIDE TUNNEL

FARMLAND PROTECTION CGF helped to stave off an annexation

that would have put further development pressure on farmlands
in southern Santa Clara County.
As an active member in both the San Mateo
and Santa Clara County Food System Alliances, CGF helped
to highlight the critical importance of protecting and preserving
FOOD SYSTEMS
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our local agricultural lands as part of a healthy food system.
AB 904 was an ill-advised “forever logging” bill
that would have curtailed the rights of affected neighbors and
downstream water purveyors to seek mitigations for logging
impacts. CGF advocated for an amendment that removed the
FORESTRY

“Southern Subdistrict” (San Mateo, Santa Clara, and Santa
Cruz Counties) from this bill, and was successful in getting
these counties exempted.
San Mateo County Parks Department was re-established
as a stand-alone Department and its budget augmented
PARKS

From left to right:
Devil’s Slide, Farm Tour, Farm Tour.
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CGF Welcomes New Staff Members!
Introducing Elizabeth Sarmiento, Program Coordinator

M

y journey started in Honduras, where I learned to appreciate the spiritual,
physical, social and cultural aspects of the natural world. Unfortunately, I also
witnessed the displacement of people from their land and subsequent
environmental destruction and negative health impacts. This early experience
convinced me of the crucial role we each play in the stewardship of our planet.
This journey continues. Now, as part of CGF’s team, I look forward to working together
to plan great events, including hikes, presentations and dialogs, farm tours, as well as our
wonderful annual Nature’s Inspiration gala. Through these programs we will continue learning
about the issues that impact the well-being of our environment, strengthen our advocacy
community, and celebrate our accomplishments.
Elizabeth Sarmiento
Imagine what it would be like if we brought in a major infusion of new supporters. An
expanded constituency would translate into more political victories, more public support, more
members, a larger volunteer base, richer partnerships, and overall deeper roots in the community.
I’m delighted to work toward this goal by creating programs to engage new audiences and
partnerships in the months and years ahead. I’m grateful for your support and I look forward
to meeting those of you I have not yet met, and to continuing my journey with those of you
I’m already fortunate to know.

Introducing Mandy Henry, Development and Outreach Coordinator

A

s a relatively new staff member, I am still in awe of the fact that I get to come to
work everyday and be part of this organization, one that has such deep roots in
both the community and its history of open space preservation. Beginning my
position with CGF during a time of great transition is extremely exciting. With
our visioning process well underway, and our upcoming strategic plan, I see this as an incredible
opportunity for me to be part of shaping the future of CGF, and in turn the future of our local
environmental movement as a whole.
As a strong believer in the importance of doing work locally, I am thrilled to be able to put
my knowledge and skills to work for my own community. I am extremely passionate about
working for the environment and to promote social justice; and even more so in areas where
these two issues intersect. My hope for CGF, and the entire environmental movement, is to
become more inclusive and representative of our wonderfully diverse community and world.
If we are truly going to achieve a sustainable future and healthy environment, it is crucial that Mandy Henry
we engage all voices in the process. I see CGF making strides in this area and am excited to be
a part of this effort as we continue to work towards a healthier environment for all.

The Committee
is watching...
In San Mateo County:
SAN MATEO COUNTY OFFICE OF EDUCATION — which

has declared
a beautiful forested 174-acre property next to Memorial Park
surplus land. The property was acquired in 1976 for the specific
purpose of building an outdoor education facility, but due to
concerns about impacts of water and sewer systems on Pescadero
Creek, plans for construction were dropped. CGF hopes this land will
be added to Memorial Park so trails and picnic areas can be expanded.

The Committee
applauds...
JIM NANTELL, OUTGOING SAN MATEO COUNTY INTERIM PARKS

— for an outstanding job of overseeing the separation
of the Parks Department from Public Works. CGF is grateful for
Jim’s leadership and dedication to making the Parks Department
an effective, responsive organization. Thank you, Jim!
DIRECTOR

MAUREEN FINLEY, SAN MATEO COUNTY’S NEW PARKS DIRECTOR
– Maureen has decades of experience in the National Park Service

and the U.S. Forest Service preserving natural habitats while
providing for visitor enjoyment, and is a champion of partnerships
SAN MATEO COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT — which has initiated
and collaboration with volunteers. Welcome, Maureen!
a Local Coastal Plan update for the shoreline and waterfront area
SAVE ULISTAC — a community-based organization working to
next to Pillar Point Harbor in Princeton.
protect Ulistac, a 40-acre open space park and an Ohlone cultural
PACIFICA’S CALERA PARKWAY — where citizens are challenging
heritage site, owned by the City of Santa Clara.
the flawed EIR for a major widening of Highway One in
southern Pacifica.
CITY OF HALF MOON BAY — which has become the “project sponsor”

for improvements to Highway 92 outside the city limits, potentially
creating a significant jurisdictional issue since San Mateo County
has sole authority over approval of Coastal Development Permits
for projects in this area.

In Santa Clara County:
which will be
considering a request to allow increased development on a rural
site in South Santa Clara County.
SANTA CLARA COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS –

which is working through the growth
alternatives process of its General Plan update.
CITY OF MORGAN HILL –

SANTA CLARA COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION – which will review

the Young Ranch preliminary development proposal for
conformance with the County General Plan and Zoning Code.
The proposal calls for a total of 37 units of residential estate homes
on the highly sensitive hillside habitat of Coyote Ridge. Ultimately,
the developer wishes to detach 4 parcels from San Jose’s jurisdiction
in order to increase the density of the development to almost 90
homes. The City of San Jose has not yet indicated that it is willing
to consent to the detachment.
LOS GATOS CREEK – where

issues of repair or replacement of two
bridges have the local residents concerned about possible impacts
to the riparian habitat.
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Our website has a new look!
www.greenfoothills.org

Upcoming Events
Join CGF and the Sierra Club Loma Prieta
Chapter for A Presentation and Dialog with
Will Russell on Redwood Forest Ecology
6:30 - 8:30pm December 10, 2013
Cubberley Community Center, Palo Alto
For more information please visit our events calendar at:
http://www.greenfoothills.org/calendar/

Keep an eye out for CGF’s long-term
vision for the future

Deep Roots, Green Future:
An Environmental Vision for
the Next 50 Years
Coming soon!

Redwoods

