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Local . Vocal . Effective .

thanks to our
partners, members,
and volunteers
for making 2015 an
incredible year!
Dear Friends of Committee for Green Foothills,
Drive along Highway 280 and the Peninsula’s sweeping
hillsides take your breath away. Bike the coast in Half Moon
Bay and the crashing waves and salty air clear your head. Hike
San Jose’s rolling foothills in the springtime and the heady
scent of wildﬂowers ﬁ lls your senses.
We’ve protected these extraordinary places for over 50 years.
They are what make our region such a special place to live and
work. We accomplished a lot in 2015, but so much is still at stake.
Land conservation is an ultra-marathon, not a sprint. While
we’re proud of our successes in 2015, they are the result of
work started years ago. Our work can take years, even decades,
and last year’s efforts laid the foundation for wins yet to come.
This ﬁ rst-ever annual report illuminates what you made
possible and provides a summary of how we’ve invested your
gifts. Thank you for your ongoing generosity and your
commitment to protecting open space for future generations.
In service,

Megan Medeiros
Executive Director
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conservation
is a team sport
pG&e gas pipeline
threatens sensitive
habitat at edgewood
park

ensuring public
access and habitat
protection at
vallemar Bluffs

- Success!
- in progress

drones in BedwellBayfront park impact
birds and other wildlife

advocating for
urban open space
and parks through
East Palo alto’s
general Plan

reduced impacts
on “Big Wave”
housing
development,
compromise
reached

Preserving open
space, farmland,
and sensitive
habitat through
Half moon Bay’s
general Plan

Key:

protected
agricultural lands
and public access
trail along the
former ocean
Shore railroad
right-of-way

rezoning and timber
harvesting plans put old
growth redwoods at risk

caltrans exploring alternatives to broadcast
spraying of herbicides along highways 35
and 84 in San Mateo county

We advocated on 30 local land use issues in 2015,�
but we didn’t do it alone. We tackled every issue
with the help of committed community leaders.
this map illustrates the scope of our work; the
following pages highlight our key partners on
three important local issues.

Working to achieve
an ordinance
that will protect
creeks from
encroachment

Solar panel project
modiﬁed to avoid
harm to native
plants and wildlife

speaking
up for 771
acres of
farmland
under threat

Sprawl plans
jeopardize 721
acres of farmland
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partnering with
councilmembers to
preserve the coast
We all love the San Mateo County
coast: bucolic farmlands, sandy beaches,
and scenic vistas, dotted here and there
with small-town development. Over
ﬁve miles of coastline are within Half
Moon Bay’s city limits. When the city
began work on a new general plan,
it was a wildly open-ended process.
Without intervention, farm ﬁelds and
open space were up for grabs.
Together with local residents and
environmental groups, Legislative
Advocate Lennie Roberts encouraged
the city council to focus on conservation.
Lennie worked with the city council,
including Councilmember Debbie
Ruddock, to ensure that the city’s
general plan will preserve farmland
and open space. As a result, the new
general plan is much more likely to
preserve the farmland and natural
areas both residents and visitors love.
Lennie continues to work with the
city to make open space a priority.

“half Moon Bay’s vistas
aren’t just window
dressing; they provide
crucial habitat, and a
way of life for the people
who live here. i’m grateful
that committee for green
foothills works with
us, advocating for the
protection of our farms
and wilderness. Lennie
Roberts has a knack for
turning afterthoughts
into priorities.”
- debbie Ruddock
half Moon Bay city
councilmember
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Working with
Community Leaders
for Parks
Experiences in nature can be difficult to come by for urban residents,
especially in fast-growing cities facing increased development pressure.
We must not lose sight of the need for nearby nature. In 2015, Legislative
Advocate Alice Kaufman worked with residents and decision-makers in
East Palo Alto on the city’s general plan. Many of her recommendations
were accepted by city staff.
At Committee for Green Foothills, we
depend on residents who speak up for
their communities. This is why we
spearhead the Community Advocates
Leadership Academy (CALA), a program
that trains people to become more
effective local advocates. In 2015, CALA
had 34 graduates, including Kyli Arford
and Sharif Rosales-Webb, a young
couple who call East Palo Alto home.

“It is our job to be
stewards of this land.
We want our children
to be proud of our
city. We teach them
that every community
takes work from its
residents to make it
thrive.”

- Kyli arford
East palo Alto Leader

“CALA gave us the strength and breadth
of knowledge to advocate for open space,”
said Kyli. Kyli serves on East Palo Alto’s
General Plan Advisory Committee, and
she and Sharif continue to work with
Alice as the general plan moves forward.
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Saving Local
agriculture
with farmers
Michelle Lieberman and Gal Mariansky’s small bungalow in Morgan Hill
has a surprise in the backyard: a one-acre working farm. The industrious
couple delivers a steady diet of fresh produce to dozens of families in Santa
Clara County.
Gal and Michelle are committed to
maintaining agriculture in our region,
which is why they support Committee
for Green Foothills. Legislative Advocate
Julie Hutcheson is tirelessly working
to save the remaining farmland in what
once was known as the “Valley of the
Heart’s Delight.”
“My priorities are preserving agriculture
and open space here,” says Michelle.
“The work Committee for Green
Foothills is doing locally is incredibly
important, and I don’t see anyone else
doing it as successfully.”

“i often don’t have time
to personally attend
planning and city
council meetings. i’m
glad to have Julie
go for us,” says cgf
supporter and farmer
Michelle Lieberman.
She and husband gal
Mariansky welcomed
their first child in
november.

Michelle and Gal have cause for concern.
The recent development proposals in
Morgan Hill that would pave over some
700 acres of prime farmland are not the
ﬁrst such proposals, and they’re unlikely
to be the last.
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2015 By the numbers

30

25,600 pages

OF AGENDAS, STAFF REPORTS, PROJECT
PROPOSALS, AND ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT REPORTS READ

local land
issues monitored,
commented, and
advocated on

34

761 household
members

120

recruited in 2015

five-year
Strategic
Plan
finished

1,800
hours

Contributed
by volunteers	

environmental
leaders

each received 27 hours
of training in our
Community Advocates
Leadership Academy

3,344

people on our
email action
alert list

Expenses and Income April 2014 - March 2015
Total expenses: $437,003

$46,510
Fundraising
Membership
Recruitment and
Retention

$92,957
Administration
Insurance,
Accounting, Happy
Staff (HR)

Total income: $536,312

$297,536

$124,384

Program
Advocacy,
Education, and
Grassroots
Action

Raised from
Special Events

$171,660
One-Time
Bequests

$1,214
Investment Income

$239,054
Individual
Contributions
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“One cannot be pessimistic about the West. This is
the native home of hope. When it fully learns that
cooperation, not rugged individualism, is the quality
that most characterizes and preserves it, then it will have
achieved itself and outlived its origins. Then it has a
chance to create a society to match its scenery.”
Wallace Stegner
founding president

Committee for
Green Foothills

392 1 E a s t B ay s h o r e R oa d
Pa lo A lto, C A 943 03

www.greenfoothills.org
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