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By Alice KAufmAn, LegisLative advocacy director

The Amah Mutsun Tribal Band know it as Juristac, a 
sacred place where healing ceremonies and dances 
took place for centuries. The public knows it as Sargent 
Ranch, 6,500 acres of nearly pristine open space at the 

tail end of the Santa Cruz Mountains, where the foothills slope 
down towards the broad agricultural fields south of Gilroy. To the 
Debt Acquisition Company of America (DACA), the property’s 
owner, it is a potential sand and gravel quarry.

Committee for Green Foothills has a decades-long history of 
fighting for Sargent Ranch, and our commitment to preserving this 
culturally and ecologically unique site has not wavered.  The land 
includes serpentine grasslands, oak savannah, sycamore riparian 
woodlands, and a unique natural tar spring.  It’s home to threat-

ened and endangered species such as steelhead trout, California 
red-legged frogs, and California tiger salamanders. Sargent Ranch 
is also a critical wildlife route, linking the Santa Cruz Mountains 
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Twenty-five years ago, the threat to Sargent Ranch was residential sprawl; today the threat is a gravel quarry.  Sargent Ranch stretches from 
Highway 101 to the ridgeline of the Santa Cruz Mountains, south of Gilroy
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Change can be good a thing. Committee for 
Green Foothills is strengthening its organization 
through promotions and new hires, positioning 
ourselves to serve you better and to protect even 
more effectively the places we all care about. We 
are also continuing our progress toward a more 
cohesive approach to our communications and 
advocacy efforts.

I am excited to tell you about these recent 
changes, since you, our dedicated supporters, 
make our work possible.

Strengthening Our cOllective 
vOice

Keeping members well-informed and engag-
ing more supporters, volunteers, and commu-
nity advocates strengthens our collective voice 
to protect local open space.  In February we 
welcomed Leslie Holder and Chris Sturken to 
augment these efforts. Leslie, our new Associate 
Director of Marketing, and Chris, our new Out-
reach and Administrative Associate, are leading 
coordinated efforts to grow our community of 
supporters and to enhance our communications 
with members.

Managing some of our biggest communi-
cation projects as well as fundraising is Ava 
Lindstrom. Ava, Executive Director Megan Me-
deiros’s Executive Assistant since October 2016, 
is stepping into the role of Development and 
Communications Manager.

Ava replaces Amanda Henry, who has served 
in this role for the past five years. Amanda is leav-
ing us to explore new ventures and spend more 
time with family, especially her young daughter 
Maya. We are grateful for all that Amanda has 
brought to Committee for Green Foothills and 
wish her well in her future plans to continue 
working with local nonprofits to help advance 
social and environmental change in our region.

cOmmitting tO greAter impAct

Our dedication to increasing our impact led 
us to create the position of Director of External 
Affairs and Advocacy. Filling this new role is 
Julie Hutcheson, our Santa Clara County Leg-
islative Advocate from 2010 to 2017.  Julie is re-
sponsible for coordinating efforts between our 
marketing, and advocacy staff and increasing 
our effectiveness, in addition to working on key 
campaigns in Santa Clara County. We warmly 
welcome Julie back.

We bid a fond farewell to Paul Ledesma, who 
served as our Santa Clara County Legislative 
Advocate from August 2017 (when Julie left) to 
March 2018. During his brief tenure, Paul was 
instrumental in advocating for the city council 
approval of the Climate Smart San Jose plan. 
Paul left Committee for Green Foothills to focus 
on his passions of family, home, and music.

plAnning fOr the future

On behalf of my fellow board members, I 
wish to thank Amanda and Paul for their service 
to our mission and welcome Leslie, Chris, Ava, 
and Julie to their new roles. I’m excited to see 
where the future takes us. 

Growing to Better Serve You
By rOn erSKine  Board President

We are a grassroots 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization working to establish  
and maintain land use policies that 
protect the environment throughout 
santa clara and san Mateo counties.

our mission is to protect the open 
spaces, farmlands, and natural 
resources of santa clara and san 
Mateo counties through advocacy, 
education, and grassroots action.
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A native Bay Area resident, Ron has volunteered for 
over 20 years at Henry Coe State Park and serves on 
the Board of Directors of Coe Park’s Pine Ridge 
Association. An avid outdoorsman and lifetime 
backpacker, he has twice hiked 
the John Muir Trail. Ron has been 
a homebuilder, a real estate 
agent, and founder and owner of 
Coast Range Brewing Company, 
a local microbrewery. He writes 
a regular outdoor column called 
“Getting Out” for the Morgan Hill Times and Gilroy 
Dispatch that he hopes will entice others to hike our 
local parks and preserves. 
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Coyote Valley. On one side, wealthy 
developers repeatedly propose to build on 
and forever change this unique and price-
less landscape in our region. On the oth-
er side, environmentalists and supporters 
with limited resources just as frequent-
ly try to stop them. In an effort to even 
the odds, Committee for Green Foothills 
launched Stand Up for Coyote Valley, a 
part of our broader Protect Coyote Val-
ley campaign with other environmental 
groups. Our goal is to educate residents of 
San Jose about Coyote Valley by sending 
volunteers door to door to explain why it’s 
at risk and how residents can help protect 
it from industrial sprawl.

Since April, we’ve visited over 600 homes 
with a team of 17 volunteers and received 
over 300 written pledges to Protect Coy-
ote Valley.  In conducting this outreach, 
we’ve been training our team of volunteers 

to become ambassadors for Coyote Valley 
in their communities, going door to door 
sharing the Protect Coyote Valley petition 
with their families, coworkers, neighbors, 
and community groups.

The purpose of the petition is twofold: 
to raise awareness of Coyote Valley’s im-
portance and threatened status in the com-

munities that surround it, and to demon-
strate to the San José City Council and 
Mayor that broad local support exists for 
the permanent protection and restoration 
of this landscape. While many community 
members already support the protection of 
Coyote Valley, our volunteers are filling an 
important role by educating those who are 
not aware of this special landscape and the 
need to protect it. 

The Community Stands Up for Coyote Valley

Grassroots outreach comes to San Jose to 
build public support for the protection of 
Coyote Valley

By chriS SturKen  outreacH and adMinistrative associate

By helen WOlter  LegisLative advocate

An undeveloped site directly adjacent to San 
Francisco Bay makes everyone sit up and pay at-
tention, especially if it’s publicly held. Such a gem 
exists in Burlingame, a short distance north of 
Coyote Point Park. California owns the 8.8-acre 
site, which is overseen by the State Lands Com-
mission, a government division that, among oth-
er things, manages and regulates access to water-
ways. 

The burning question of the moment: will a 
hotel or open space wetlands occupy this site? 
Committee for Green Foothills is working to 
make it permanently protected open space. 

The competing applications for the site has led 
to something new: the first ever “Public Trust 
Needs Assessment” by the State Lands Com-
mission. The outcome of this assessment could 

Bring Bay Marshes Back to Burlingame

This is a concept map of a proposed public use of the Burlingame bayfront site.

Continued on Page 4

A resident of Belmont, Chris 
is passionate about commu-
nity outreach and civic engage-
ment. He’s worked for a num-
ber of non-profits across the 
Bay Area on issues ranging 
from urban forestry to fair 
housing. Chris is excited to learn about land-use and 
open space preservation, and to put his community 
outreach skills to work for the Protect Coyote Valley 
campaign.
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determine whether the area receives more development or more 
restoration.

tOWArDS reStOrAtiOn

From our perspective, this is a remarkable opportunity to re-
claim shoreline habitat, as 79% of the Bay’s historic wetlands 
have been lost to development. Restoration of the parcel would 
assist with resilience in the face of sea level rise, filter run-off, 
and act as habitat for shorebirds and plants. Meeting with var-
ious key players while rallying the public and environmental 
groups to speak up for this site’s restoration has been high on 
the agenda for aligning those interests. The State Lands Com-
mission is expected to vote on the proposed Public Trust Needs 
Assessment at its meeting on in Southern California; this vote 
will decide what is considered the best use under the Public 
Trust for the site. 

The public’s right to use California’s waterways is protect-
ed by the common law doctrine of the Public Trust. Today the 
Public Trust refers to this right to use waterways to engage in 
commerce, navigation, fishing, swimming, boating, and the 
preservation of lands in their natural state. The Public Trust 
continuously evolves to protect the changing use of California’s 
waterways.

AquAtic AcquiSitiOnS

The history of this parcel supports preservation. Normally  
real-estate entities buy plots of land.  In this case, however, George 
Keyston and his two sons bought “submerged real estate,” that is, 
a plot of water. According to From Frontier to Suburb, Alan Hyn-
ding’s history of the San Mateo Peninsula, the Keyston clan then 
formed the Anza Pacific Corporation fill the shallow bay to create 
buildable land, which they planned to develop into commercial 
projects. Hynding writes that with the city’s help, the Anza Cor-
poration eventually reclaimed more than 150 acres.

The state brought legal action against Anza Corporation, 
and reached a compromise that allowed the Anza Corporation 
to keep approximately 2/3 of the land, while the state main-
tained ownership over 46 acres along the Bay, many of which 
are leased to various endeavors such as the Embassy Suites and 
Kincaid’s Restaurant — and the undeveloped parcel. It seems 
only fitting that this last serve as the vital “real estate” it origi-
nally was. 

Continued from Page 3

Helen Wolter joined Committee for Green Foothills in 
2017 as our newest San Mateo County Legislative Advocate,      
after managing Anna Eshoo’s Congressional campaigns. 
You can often find Helen hiking in the mountains, reading, 
or chasing her son. A west coast native, she has lived in 
the Bay Area for over 30 years.
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MEMBERS ONLY: Coyote Valley by Moonlight
morgan hill- Saturday, Aug 25, 7-10pm
Join us for an evening hike in coyote valley open space Preserve. nocturnal enthusiasts will get a 
kick out of this moderately strenuous 4-mile hike through the grasslands and forests. if we time it 
right, you’ll catch the sun setting just as the moon is rising, a sight that left hikers in awe last year.

 

Nature’s Inspiration: Honoring Rue Mapp and Steve Abbors
Woodside- Sunday, September 23, 1-4pm
Join us for a special afternoon in celebration of committee for green Foothills’ 56-year legacy and 
two people who have dedicated their lives to protecting open space and connecting people to na-
ture. this fall, we honor two deserving individuals, retired general Manager of Midpeninsula open 
space district steve abbors and Founder and ceo of outdoor afro rue Mapp.

 

Coyote Valley Wildlife Tracking Hike @ Coyote Creek County Park
San Jose- Saturday, november 10, 9am - 1pm
Join committee for green Foothills on a hike and wildlife tracking demonstration at coyote creek 
county Park with Pathways for Wildlife.  Pathways for Wildlife co-principals tanya diamond and ahi-
ga snyder will lead us on a 1.5-mile hike to an underpass beneath Highway 101 and near coyote 
creek. Previously they have found skunk, gray fox, coyote, bobcat, frog, and bird tracks (plus more). 
We’ll check out their wildlife cameras. after the hike, tanya and ahiga will provide a wildlife tracking 
demo, show us how to make casts and finally draw out tracks on plexiglass track tracers.

Join Us for Our Upcoming Events
SpAce iS limiteD, pleASe rSvp  onLine at WWW.greenFootHiLLs.org/caLendar

Fifty years ago, the Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District 
was merely a gleam in the eye of conservationists on the Penin-
sula who had to repeatedly fight off proposals for sprawling de-
velopment in cherished open space land. Today, the District has 
successfully acquired and permanently protected more than 63,000 
acres of land in the Santa Cruz Mountains, the San Mateo coast, 
and along the Bay. 

Committee for Green Foothills was about ten years old when 
its members, along with other environmental leaders, realized that 
their goals for permanently preserving regional open space could 
not be accomplished using the existing structure and purposes of 
city and county parks. The 1971 spring issue of Green Footnotes was 
blunt about the prospect for conservation under traditional park 
governance, opining that “counties lack the political strength and 
commitment to take the required actions at the present time.”

Leaders of Committee for Green Foothills spearheaded the 
ambitious campaign to form a new open space district, which 
involved obtaining 5,000 signatures to qualify for the ballot and 
gaining approval from the Santa Clara County Local Agency For-
mation Commission and necessary support of the Santa Clara 
County Board of Supervisors. In November 1972, Measure R, the 

idyllically-named “Room to Breathe Initiative,” was approved by an 
overwhelming 67.71% Yes vote. The campaign was spearheaded by 
CGF board members Nonette Hanko, Mary Davey, Harry Turner, 
Lennie Roberts, and Tom Brown (who served as dual treasurer and 
fundraiser), as well as Fran Spangle, the wife of board member Bill 
Spangle—together they comprise six of the nine Founders of Mid-
peninsula Open Space District.

The District has safeguarded many thousands of acres from ad-
vancing urban sprawl and allowed environmental advocacy orga-
nizations like Committee for Green Foothills to create enduring 
victories instead of merely holding off defeats for another year or 
another decade. We’re so glad to have the district as a partner. 

The Making of Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District
By lennie rOBertS  LegisLative advocate

As San Mateo County Legislative Advocate for 40 years, 
Lennie Roberts has led CGF in a number of critical open 
space campaigns on the San Mateo coast, including the 
passage in 1986 of Measure A, the first-ever county-wide 
citizen’s initiative that permanently protected the rural 
coast from sprawling development, and Measure T in 
1996, which mandated that Caltrans build a tunnel at 
Devil’s Slide instead of a growth-inducing freeway bypass. 
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with the Diablo Range to the east and the Gabilan Range to the 
south. Together with Coyote Valley, 25 miles to the north, it is the 
only viable path for wildlife to migrate into and out of the Santa 
Cruz Mountains.

The native Amah Mutsun ceremonies here were often attended 
by other tribal groups in the region. Juristac’s nearly pristine state, 
amidst so many irreparably altered Amah Mutsun living and gath-
ering places, makes it practically unique in its importance and in 
the urgency of its preservation.

Committee for Green Foothills has opposed Sargent Ranch de-
velopment proposals since 1993, including a plan to build four “vil-
lages” of over 12,000 residents, a proposal for two golf courses, and 
a luxury residential development.  Along with other environmental 
groups, we have fought to stop the urban development floodgates 
from opening on Santa Clara County ranchlands. Several years lat-
er, the owner of Sargent Ranch declared bankruptcy, and the land 
was acquired by creditors, including DACA.

neWeSt threAt: A quArry prOpOSAl

DACA has applied for a permit to operate a sand and gravel 
quarry on Sargent Ranch. The proposed quarry would cover over 
300 acres of hillsides and grasslands and excavate about 40 mil-
lion tons of sand and gravel over its 30-year life.  Where there are 
currently grassy hillsides and oak savannah, there would instead 
be 200-foot-deep quarry pits, a 14-acre processing plant, piles of 
“waste” rocks and dirt, a 1.6-mile-long conveyor belt to transport 
the quarried material, new roads for trucks, and a bridge over Tar 
Springs Creek. Operators would pump about 86,000 gallons of 
groundwater every day to work the processing plant and control 
quarry dust. The noise, lights, roads, fences, and disruption of the 
landscape could negatively affect wildlife migration, and erosion 
and runoff from quarry operations, roads, and waste piles could 

contaminate both Sargent Creek and Tar Springs Creek.
In addition to the likely environmental damage, the potential for 

cultural damage for the Amah Mutsun is unparalleled. Destruction 
of this ancient landscape is a disruption of the spiritual integrity of 
the land, something impossible to quantify or mitigate. It should be 
unthinkable to destroy even a small portion of an Amah Mutsun 
sacred site for any reason, let alone in order to obtain and process 
sand and gravel, easily available at other sites.

Conservation and land trust organizations have expressed inter-
est in acquiring and preserving Sargent Ranch. However, DACA 
has refused to sell the property, preferring to pursue the proposed 
quarry operation.  Committee for Green Foothills continues to 
work with partners to achieve open space protection for the entire 
6,500-acre property.

WhAt We Are DOing AnD hOW yOu cAn help

Santa Clara County is expected to release the Draft Environ-
mental Impact Report (DEIR) on the Sargent Ranch quarry pro-
posal this summer. Committee for Green Foothills will submit 
comments on the DEIR and work to bring the importance of this 
issue to the attention of county decisionmakers. Please help us by 
signing up for our email notifications, so that you’ll know when 
you can submit comments to the County or attend meetings to 
show support for preserving this unique landscape. 

Continued from Page 1

Jeremy and Idania Barousse
Emily Beach
Jessica Blair
Donna and Eric Colson
Jordan Eldridge
Kimberly Hernandez
Douglas Kim
Kris Lannin Liang
Wesley and Chantu Lee

Kim Lemmer
Jean-Philippe Loison
Bonnie Mace
Melissa Mahar
Beckie Zisser

new members Summer 2018 

Alice Kaufman is our Legislative Advocacy Director 
and has been on staff since 2012. She is a founding 
member of Redwood City Neighbors United, a 
community group working to defeat the massive 
Cargill/DMB Saltworks development on the Redwood 
City salt ponds.

“As community members, it is our duty to preserve and 
protect our open space and natural resources for 
generations to come. We fight so that our daughter 
Avianna, and all our children can access green 
foothills, open space, and have the best quality of life. 
We owe it to them.”

Join Jeremy and idania and become a 
member today.  
For more information, see:  
www.greenfoothills.org/donate

Jeremy AnD iDAniA BArOuSSe 

New Members
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San Mateo County
StAte SenAtOr Jerry hill —  who has successfully added 
$1 million in funding to the State Budget as well as a provision 
in the Budget Trailer Bill to allow the State Lands Commission 
to acquire a public access easement to Martin’s Beach using 
eminent domain if necessary.  

eASt pAlO AltO city cOuncil — for voting for improved 
policies in the city’s new Development Code that ensures that 
any land dedications under the Quimby Act impact fees are of 
high quality and reasonable in size, shape and topography for 
recreational purposes.  

Santa Clara County
SAn JOSe vOterS — for voting to defeat Measure B and pass 
Measure C, preventing residential sprawl on the outer edges 
of San Jose. Sixty percent of voters voted No on B and Yes on 
C, proving that San Jose voters care about protecting open 
space and preventing sprawl!

The Committee is Watching...

The Committee Applauds

San Mateo County
hAlf mOOn BAy — where an immense proposal has been 
submitted for a 200-unit luxury hotel/conference center and 
170-space RV park at Surf Beach/Dunes Beach. CGF’s Lennie 
Roberts is weighing in early on this proposal, which is also 
generating a tremendous amount of opposition from residents.

hAlf mOOn BAy — where a single family luxury home has been 
proposed in the middle of some of the best prime farmland on 
the coast that has been farmed for generations.   CGF’s Lennie 
Roberts  has pointed out that the location of this non-agricultural 
house would interfere with ongoing agricultural operations and 
would be subject to extraordinary hazards — from both Sea Level 
Rise and catastrophic flooding if the upstream dam on Pilarcitos 
Creek were to fail. 

Santa Clara County
SAntA clArA cOunty — which is reviewing Stanford 
University’s proposed General Use Permit (GUP) and will be 
holding hearings in the fall of 2018. CGF’s Alice Kaufman has 
submitted comments requesting that the requirement of a four-
fifths vote by the Board of Supervisors to move the Academic 
Growth Boundary, which prohibits development in the Stanford 
foothills, be made permanent.

gAvilAn cOmmunity cOllege DiStrict — which is 
proposing to expand development on its Coyote Valley campus. 
As a result of advocacy by CGF’s Julie Hutcheson and other 
environmental groups, Gavilan College agreed to change the 
wording of its bond measure (slated for the November 2018 ballot) 
to limit the funding for the Coyote Valley campus to just one 

new building on its existing 15 acre campus footprint. Should 
the voters pass the bond measure, CGF will be watching to ensure 
the funding is used as intended and that Gavilan’s development 
does not impact the sensitive wildlife habitat and wetlands in 
Coyote Valley. 

SAntA clArA cOunty — where the Cordoba Center, a project 
previously approved in 2012, submitted a revised proposal that 
substantially increases the footprint and use intensity of the 
facility. CGF’s Julie Hutcheson submitted comments on the 
project’s draft environmental impact report.

Stanford is expanding, and we’ll be attending hearings on its General 
Use Permit this fall.
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Join Us Online!
Sign-up for our action alerts today at: 
www.greenfoothills.org/action-alert-sign-up

3921 East Bayshore Road 

Palo Alto, CA 94303

C o m m i t t e e  f o r  
G r e e n  f o o t h i l l s


