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W
e did it! In November, we celebrated the permanent 
protection of 937 acres of wildlife habitat, floodplains, 
and farmland in North Coyote Valley. This victory was 
the result of the work of hundreds of people and 

organizations, from environmental activists to elected officials to 
generous donors to government staff to nonprofit partners. We thank 
everyone who had a hand in making this happen.  

Throughout the decades, Green Foothills persevered even when 
most insisted that the development of Coyote Valley was inevitable. 
So as we rejoice with our partners and community at the permanent 
protection of a significant expanse of Coyote Valley, we take a look 
back at some of the key efforts that brought about this wonderful 
achievement — and remember that there’s more work to do.

FIGHTING FOR COYOTE VALLEY THROUGH THE DECADES

Green Foothills has been engaged in the future of Coyote Valley since 
the mid-1970s when the proposal for the IBM campus first arose. 
Since that time, we consistently advocated for the preservation of 
lands in Coyote Valley and opposed proposals for sprawl development 
including those brought by the ROLM Corporation in 1981, the Tandem 

Corporation in 1983, Cisco’s Coyote Valley Research Park in 1999, the 
Coyote Valley Specific Plan in 2005, Gavilan College in 2008, and the 
Panattoni warehouse project in 2016. 

Despite our best efforts, the IBM and Gavilan College campuses were 

built, but none of the other proposals ever came to fruition. To be 
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Coyote Valley:
A Long-Awaited Victory
BY ALICE KAUFMAN LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY DIRECTOR

View of North Coyote Valley from Tulare Hill. We have been working to protect Coyote Valley for over 40 years.
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We are a grassroots 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization working to protect open 
space, farmland, and natural resources 
in San Mateo and Santa Clara Counties 
for the benefit of all through advocacy, 
education, and grassroots action. 

We envision a resilient region where 
wildlife thrive, everyone has natural 
beauty to enjoy, and communities live 
in balance with nature.
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H
appy New Year! Notice our new, shortened 
name, “Green Foothills”? See that shield on 
the top corner of this page? That’s our new 
logo.

We made these changes to reflect the evolution of 
our organization and to reach more people to join the 
movement to protect our local natural environment. 
Our new name expresses that we are no longer the 
group of volunteers we were at our founding but the 
professionally-staffed advocacy organization you know 
today. The shield shape of our new logo represents 
how we are the first line of defense for our region’s 
open space, farmland, and natural resources. The 
image contained within the shield symbolizes the 
many natural landscapes we have come to protect 
over the decades – grassland, Bay, coast, creeks, 
forests, farmland, and urban green space.

Even more exciting, we have adopted a robust 2020-
2025 strategic plan, updated our mission statement, 
created our first vision and values statements, and 
launched our new website. These changes are a 
culmination of 18 months of intensive listening 
and planning with focus groups, major donors, key 
partners, our board, advisory board, and staff. 

WHAT HASN’T CHANGED
Green Foothills is still the strongest champion for our 
region’s open space, farmland, and natural resources. 
Our unwavering core ideology continues to be that 
protecting open space and nature is not just a concept. 
It is the air people breathe, the water people drink, 
and protection from flooding and erosion. It is a source 
of our physical and mental well being. It is adaptation 
to climate change. If we protect the planet’s land, 
biodiversity, and ecosystem health, it will lay the path 
for climate resilience. Through our work, this region 
will serve as a model for how a community and an 
economy can thrive as a result of land use decisions 
made in balance with and respect for nature.

2020-2025 STRATEGIC PLAN
Through the implementation of our recently adopted 

We Are Now “Green Foothills”
BY MEGAN FLUKE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

2020-2025 Strategic Plan, we are committing to 
achieving and demonstrating even greater impact 
on our mission through our Advocacy Program and 
our Leadership Academy Program. This means saving 
more land for wildlife habitat, increasing access to 
experiences in nature close to home, and empowering 
more elected officials and community leaders to 
champion our mission. 

Our strategic plan for the next five years details three 
key priorities: 

1. Deepen and demonstrate impact,
2. Grow a more diverse and inclusive movement, 

and 
3. Build and cultivate an even more effective 

organization.

As we look toward celebrating our 60th year in 2022, 
these priorities celebrate our deep history, reflect our 
growth, and set a clear path of where we are going. 
Most importantly, they are grounded in our core belief 
that protecting open space and nature is vital to all 
people.

OUR FIRST VISION STATEMENT
This core philosophy outlined in our new Strategic Plan 
is embodied in our first vision statement: “We envision 
a resilient region where wildlife thrive, everyone has 
natural beauty to enjoy, and communities live in 
balance with nature.”

By 2040, we envision San Mateo and Santa Clara 
Counties as a model for a region that thrives as a result 
of land-use decisions made in balance with and respect 
for nature. We see functional and healthy ecosystems 
providing invaluable ecological services and habitat 
for native plants and wildlife. We see accessible and 
safe landscapes offering nature-based recreational 
opportunities, readily enjoyable and close to home. 
We see everyone benefiting from this enhanced 
environment, particularly those in previously 
underserved communities. We see the public, private, 
and nonprofit sectors actively supporting sustainability 

Green Foothills staff and board at our 2019 Nature’s Inspiration celebration.
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Megan joined Green Foothills as Executive Director in 
November 2013. She is a community organizer at heart 
and fiercely believes in the power of grassroots action. 
She lives in San Jose and enjoys running across hillsides 
and adventures with her daughter.

and climate resilience through equitable and inclusive nature-based 
planning processes. 

REVISED MISSION STATEMENT
Green Foothills’ Board of Directors added “for the benefit of all” to our 
mission statement to highlight that every person and species depend 
upon the planet as our life-support system. The updated mission 
statement now reads as “To protect the open spaces, farmlands, 
and natural resources of San Mateo and Santa Clara Counties for the 
benefit of all through advocacy, education, and grassroots action.” 

While Green Foothills’ focus is protecting our small corner of the planet, 
this updated mission statement—now more than ever—reflects our 
desire for the region to be a model for sustainability, climate resilience, 
and equity. 

OUR FIRST VALUES STATEMENT
A values statement is a set of beliefs and principles that guide decision 
making and culture. If our vision statement is the “Why” and our 
mission statement is the “What,” a values statement is the “How.” As 
a bonus, a board member pointed out before these were approved that 
“hey, our values are EPIC!” Green Foothills’ values are:

• Expertise: We advocate based on knowledge and  experience.
• Persistence: We pursue our vision courageously and resolutely.
• Integrity: We accomplish our mission with ethical and thoughtful 

action. 
• Camaraderie: We are inclusive and collaborative.

OUR NEW WEBSITE
While you can still visit us at greenfoothills.org, that’s about the only 
thing that remains the same. The new site has received a much-needed 
facelift, is mobile friendly, easier to navigate, and better communicates 
our impact and current work. I’d like to extend a big thank you to our 
Marketing Manager Leslie Lopez Holder and Director of Impact Julie 
Hutcheson, who led the charge on this project.

We’ve paired the launch with a transition to a new Customer 
Relationship Management system, so we can create customized and 
more responsive experiences with you across our communications 
platforms.

LOOKING FORWARD
All of these changes fill me with confidence about Green Foothills’ 
future and the positive impact we will make together in the coming 
years. I am prouder than ever to be a part of Green Foothills. I hope 
you are too. 

New Name

Green Foothills

Mission Statement

To protect the open spaces, farmlands, and natural 
resources of San Mateo and Santa Clara Counties 
for the benefit of all through advocacy, education, 
and grassroots action.

Vision Statement

We envision a resilient region where wildlife 
thrive, everyone has natural beauty to enjoy, and 
communities live in balance with nature.

Strategic Priorities 2020-2025

1. Deepen and demonstrate impact

2 Grow a diverse and inclusive movement

3. Build and cultivate an even more effective 
organization

Values Statement

How we work is just as important as what we 
are working toward. Our core values embody our 
culture and help us make decisions. Our values 
are:

We advocate based on 
knowledge and experience 

We courageously and resolutely 
pursue our vision 

We accomplish our mission with 
ethical and thoughtful action 

We are inclusive and 
collaborativeCAMARADERIE:

INTEGRITY:

EXPERTISE:

PERSISTENCE:
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sure, the state of the economy sometimes played a part in deterring 

development, but our steadfast advocacy ensured that the 

environmental arguments were front and center in the debate over 

the future of this invaluable natural landscape.

Of all the development proposals Green Foothills has opposed, the 

Coyote Valley Specific Plan (CVSP) was the most trying and the most 

egregious. This plan addressed both North and Mid Coyote Valley, 

envisioning not only sprawling tech campuses but an entire new 

residential community with schools, retail centers, and full urban 

services. The CVSP proposed 50,000 jobs and 25,000 homes — basically 

a new city with a population the size of Cupertino or Mountain View 

— where there are now acres of farmland and wildlife habitat on an 

important watershed. From 2005 to 2007, we were the active voice 

of opposition to the CVSP. We pointed out the conflict of interest with 

the consultants who were previously hired by the developers and 

then hired by the city in no-bid contracts, the inconsistency in the 

financial analysis with regard to housing and incomes, and the 

misrepresentation of environmental impacts. With strong opposition 

coming from the environmental community and residents alike and 

a recession on the horizon, the plan was withdrawn in 2008. 

In 2010, the City of San Jose undertook an update to their general 

plan. Through this process, we successfully advocated for the 

designation of mid-Coyote Valley as an urban reserve ensuring no 

urban development could be contemplated in this section of the valley 

until the year 2040. We were also able to have new policies and actions 

included that recognized the ecological value of mid-Coyote Valley 

and the need to study and protect wildlife movement there. However, 

North Coyote Valley, which contained some of the most ecologically 

sensitive land, remained available for industrial development.

WILDLIFE OR WAREHOUSES: THE PROTECT COYOTE 
VALLEY CAMPAIGN BEGINS

In early 2016 the Panattoni Company submitted a new development 

proposal for North Coyote Valley. Unlike the sprawling, ambitious 

tech campus proposals of the past, this application was for a 30-acre 

warehouse and distribution center that would have created only a 

few, low-paying jobs — the first sign that the City’s vision of 50,000 

tech jobs was never going to come true. As soon as we learned of this 

proposal, we raised the alarm. We deluged the San Jose Planning 

Department with phone calls and emails; we met with City 

Councilmembers; and we built a powerful coalition of advocacy 

partners prepared to fight for Coyote Valley. Our efforts paid off in 

both an outraged response from the environmental community to 

the proposed warehouse and in an agreement from the Planning 

Department that a full environmental review would be conducted. 

Together with other environmental groups, we took elected officials, 

candidates, and community leaders on tours of Coyote Valley to show 

them its beauty and explain its important natural value. After a 

community meeting in late 2016 at which over 100 people showed 

up to oppose the development, the Panattoni Company abandoned 

its warehouse plans and agreed to sell the land to the Peninsula Open 

Space Trust (POST).

Despite this victory, it was clear that this development proposal would 

not be the last. So we kept up the pressure, launching the Protect 

Coyote Valley initiative with ten other environmental organizations 

to help spread the word among local residents of the beauty and 

significance of Coyote Valley. Believing that if people knew how special 

Coyote Valley is, they would fight to protect it, we embarked on a 

broad public information campaign. We created the Stand Up For 

Coyote Valley effort, knocking on doors in San Jose neighborhoods 

near Coyote Valley to tell residents about the issue. We brought the 

Continued from Page 1

View of North Coyote Valley. Most of the 7,400 acre valley floor in Coyote Valley remains as privately held rural land, but recently almost 
1,000 acres were permanently protected.
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Alice Kaufman is our Legislative Advocacy Director 
and has been on staff since 2012. She leads Green 
Foothills’ Coyote Valley advocacy campaign.

issue to social media, we gave presentations to community groups, 

and we continued to raise it with the City Council and City staff at 

every opportunity. Our goal was to change the perception of Coyote 

Valley from a place that was either unknown or known as nothing 

more than a site for future industrial development into a place that 

was both loved and cherished.

MEASURES B, C AND T: VICTORY AT THE BALLOT BOX

In late 2017, an unexpected threat raised its head: the Evergreen 

Senior Homes Initiative, or Measure B. This ballot measure, while 

purporting to be about affordable housing for seniors and veterans, 

would in reality have rewritten San Jose’s General Plan to encourage 

suburban sprawl — including in North Coyote Valley. An unprecedented 

coalition formed to oppose Measure B, including both Democrats 

and Republicans, environmentalists and pro-business advocates, and 

every elected official in the San Jose area. We were part of the 

leadership of this campaign — a scrappy, grassroots group composed 

almost entirely of volunteers who tirelessly walked precincts and 

phoned voters to get the word out. The San Jose City Council, 

recognizing the danger Measure B posed to the City’s plan for infill 

growth, put Measure C on the ballot to severely restrict any residential 

sprawl of the sort facilitated by Measure B. When it came time to 

vote in June 2018, San Jose residents overwhelmingly voted against 

Measure B and for Measure C — thus proving that the $6 million 

spent on the campaign by the Measure B billionaires wasn’t enough 

to fool San Jose voters.

In November 2018, we had an opportunity to take a positive step 

towards protecting Coyote Valley. Measure T, San Jose’s infrastructure 

bond measure, included $50 million to conserve land in Coyote Valley 

for flood and groundwater protection. Once again, we turned out 

volunteers for this campaign, and the measure passed by a wide 

margin.

This proved to be the puzzle piece that was needed. The City of San 

Jose, no longer pushing development in Coyote Valley but now fully 

on board as a partner in the efforts to preserve it, entered into 

discussions with Peninsula Open Space Trust, the Santa Clara Valley 

Open Space Authority, and two of the largest landowners in North 

Coyote Valley. The result was the historic land acquisition that took 

place in November — 937 acres to be preserved from development 

in perpetuity and managed by the Open Space Authority for habitat, 

floodplain and wetland restoration, farmland, and public access.

OUR WORK IS NOT DONE

Although this transaction covers a large portion of North Coyote 

Valley, it doesn’t include all of it — including some areas that are 

prime farmland and others that form part of the historic freshwater 

wetlands. Since the 1980s, San Jose’s General Plan has slated North 

Coyote Valley for industrial development and Mid Coyote Valley for 

eventual residential development. We are seeking the re-envisioning 

of this old and outdated paradigm as the City undertakes a review of 

its general plan. The County of Santa Clara will play a role here as 

well, as Mid and South Coyote Valley fall under County jurisdiction. 

So while our effort to change the conversation about Coyote Valley 

has been successful, there is still work to do. 

We thank everyone who has had a hand in bringing us here, and we 

are prepared to undertake the next phase of work with the help of 

our partners and supporters. Every donation you’ve made to Green 

Foothills and every email you sent to the City Council has made a 

difference. Let’s keep up the great work! 
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Welcome to Our New Members of 2019!
Sabra Abraham
Alicia Aguirre
Sara Ajayi-Dopemu
Laurie Alaimo
Suzie Allen
Amy Armstrong
Patricia Armstrong
Shashank Arora
Denise Avchen
Kathryn Bache
Tanya Baldwin
William Barnhart
Isabel Barrios
Gail Barton
Darlene Basch
June Baxter
Melanie Schnoll 
     Begun
Carolyn and Frank 
     Belknap
Zack Bennington
Manjeet Bhamra
Tim Bonnemann
Janet Brayer
Doug Brockmeyer
Mike Bromberg
Pegeen Brosnan
Harry Brown
Michael Brownrigg
Corrine Bucher
Angela Mae 
     Buenafe-Ze
Paul and Dianne M 
     Busse
Darla Calvert
Cathy Campbell and 
     Bruce A Eliashof
Lisa Castellanos
Jeff and Dlane 
     Centoni
Christi Cerna
Susanna Chan
Mary Ellen Chell
Carol Cherico
Eugene Chiang
Salvador A Chorro 

     Rivas
David Clark
Marsha Cohen
Katherine Cohn
Ronald Collins
David Cook
Heidi Cornelison
Nick Cortez
John Cremin
Geoff Crouse
Felix Dalldorf
James “Jack” Daulton 
     and Roz Ho
Lawrence De Young
M Kathryn Deboo
Gudrun (June) DeBuhr
Rachel Del Monte
Martin Delson
Barry Dennis
LaRita and Jim 
     Desimpel
Stacy Dever Levy
Sue Dileanis
Marshall Dinowitz
Jonathan Dixon
Aaron Dodge
Pamela Dougherty
Ken A Dow and 
     Angela Mark
Dennis Dowling
Doron Drusinsky
Terri Ducay
Renate Dykamn
Susan Ellenberg
Suzanne Elliott
Craig Ellis
Stephen Emami
Pamela Enkins
Laurence Erhili
Katherine Estrada
Luci and Chris 
     Evanston
Marion Farber
Paul J Fitzgerald
Marta Flores
Noreen Fortune

Tony and Betsy 
     Fraser-Smith
Megan and Tom 
     Fraysse
Nir Frenkel
Vic Froelicher
John Froley
Inman Gallogly
Jean Goldberg
Chip Goldstein
Natalie Goolsby
Elad Gottlib
Jane G Greenfield
Jan and Jeffrey 
     Greenhawt
Yuriy Grinberg
Eugenia Gutman
David Hackos
Russell Hancock
Jerry Hannan
Hilary Hannon
Richard Harris
Phillip Harter
Jeanne Haruta
Andrew Harwell
Rebecca Haseleu
Steve Hassid
Elizabeth Hawley
Kirsten Hayes
Katie Heaney
Ellen Hecht
Ross Heitkamp
Terrell Hernandez
Anne Hinckle
David Hinckle
Sonja Hoel Perkins 
     and Jonathan 
     Perkins
Joe Howard
Caryn Huberman
Kevin Ice
Charles Ingoglia
Peter Ingram and 
     Yvette Pirie
Peter Jackson
Robert Jacobsen

Billy James
Samuel Jeffery
Olivier Jerphagnon
Christina Sendejo 
     Johnson
Ahmet Karakas
Kristine Karnos
Deborah D. Kearney
Kathryn Kelly
Padraic Kelly
Carla Kenworthy
Johnny Khamis
Christina King
Robin King
Pamela Kirkbride
John Kocal
Christine Krolik
Sheila Kulkarni
Carol Kuster
Michael Kutilek
Paola Lancellotti
Carol Langston
Kelly Lanspa
Jennifer Lapcevic
Brian Larson
Don Larson
Kim Lathan
Cheryl Lavery
Lucinda Lawson
Susan LeClair
Juliet Lefevre
Deborah Lefkowitz
Jeff Levine
Lynda and Biff Levy 
Michele Lew
Leslie Lincoln
Thomas Lipkis
Sheri Lucas
Allyson Lynch
Miriam MacAllister
Michelle Mackenzie
Barbara Mackraz
Margaret Macres
Nancy Mager
Jerry Manoukian
Patricia Margaret 

     Blevins
James Marshall
Shelly Masur
Lisa J Matichak
Ann McCarty
Karen Mccreddin
Jean Mckenna- Ayer
Jane McLaughlin
Purvi Mehta
Elizabeth Menkin
Michelle Merrill
Jo Ann Marie Miller
Roger Miller
Henry Millstein
Carolyn G. Mitchell
Margaret Mitchell
Michelle Moyer
Randall Mrsny
Lisa and Edward 
     Munro
Lisa Murphy
Dennis Murphy and 
     Cynthia Hunton
Paul Myer
Lisa Myers
Monique Nakagawa
Sonia Nanez
Lisa Nash
Sara Nebeling
Laurie Neighbors
Cyndee Newick
Camille Nguyen
Iliana Nicholas
Arlene Nichols
Kris Nill-Snow
Nanci E. Nishimura
Pam North
Rachel Norton
Julia O’Connell
Steve Oliver
Al and Char Ortiz
Lori Otelsberg
Michael Pagano
Christopher Paine
Laura Parmer-Lohan
Janaki Patel

Richard Patterson
Richard Payne
Janet Pelinka
Brian Perkins and 
     Cathrin Callas
Kirk Pessner
Ellen Porzig
Penny Proctor
Lydia Puhak
Gloria Purcell
Diana and Bruce 
     Purucker
Lucas Ramirez
Ann Ravel
Erin Redfern
Karen Reeb
Dave and Shelley 
     Richanbach 
Fred Rinne
Barbara Riverwoman
Jennifer Roberts
Aviva Rochester
Kathy Rudy
Lisa Ryan
Justine Saffir
Oliver and Patricia J. 
     Saffir
Cara Sander
Steven and Lisa 
     Schatz
Madeliene Scheiman
Ann Scheuerell
Karen Schmidt
Harold Segelstad
Wei-Ken Seto
Patrick and Jacqueline 
     Shea
Linda Sheehan
Alexii Sigona
Doug Silverstein
Ida Sim
Court Skinner
Lee Slaff
Mark Smith
Carol Sontag
Mary Spangler

Lawrence Spivak
Heather Stanton
Jeff and Linda Starr
Susan Steinbrecher
Jan Stevenson
David Stone
Clay Storseth
Paula Strauss
Judy Strayss
Terry Tenzing
Lars Teppo
Jerry Terstiege
Joy B Thomas
Wendi Tibbets
Kristen Tinetti
Theresa Titus
Kily Tracy
Rose G Tribble
Shendl Tuchman
Michael Turzanski
Alen Voegtlen
Sabine Von Glinski
Aman Vora
David L. Walker
Mitsu Wasano
Teri Watkins
Lynn Watson
Alison Weiss
Wood Wendy
Susan Whitford
Neil Wiley
Ryan Wilmot
Robert Wilson
Rosa Wong and 
     Chie Truong
Nina Wouk
Anne Wright
Yuxi Yin
Karli Zarcone
Deborah Zimmer
Werner Zurcher

When you include Green Foothills in your estate plans, your love for open spaces, farmlands, forests, coast, and baylands is 
passed on to future generations. If you have a specific purpose in mind, please contact info@greenfoothills.org so we can 
assist you in planning a gift that meets your interests. You can also use the enclosed remit envelope to inform us of your 
interest in learning more.

How to make a legacy gift 
A simple gift through your will or estate will help us fight for our local nature today and long into the future. There are sev-
eral ways to support Green Foothills. 

• Through your will
• Through your living trust
• Using your IRA

Your Legacy Can Begin Today

“As an educator with a deep appreciation for our local natural environment, I want to do 
all that I can to pass on the wonderful quality of life I have enjoyed to the next generation. 
That is why I chose to be a member of the Mary Davey Legacy Society. Mary was a dear 
friend of mine and I know she would be proud of the organization Green Foothills is today.”

JERRY HEARN

Mary Davey Legacy Society Member
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L 
ast fall, we joined together with three other environmental groups and the State of California 
to bring suit against the Trump administration’s Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
over the Cargill salt ponds in Redwood City. Green Foothills has been working to protect 
these salt ponds from the threat of development for over a decade. This lawsuit is the latest 

battle in our long fight to achieve permanent protection and restoration for these former Bay 
wetlands.

EPA’S UNLAWFUL DECISION

The Trump EPA acted unlawfully when it ignored the facts, the law, and its own staff’s findings 
in determining that the Clean Water Act does not apply to the Cargill salt ponds. The Region 9 
office of the EPA in San Francisco concluded that the vast majority of those salt ponds are indeed 
protected by the Clean Water Act – but the EPA headquarters in Washington D.C. made the opposite 
determination, without addressing Region 9’s conclusions. 

Not only does this mean that there is one less barrier to development on the Cargill salt ponds, 
it could have ramifications for similar sites in the Bay Area and across the United States. That’s 
why the State of California, as well as Save the Bay, San Francisco Baykeeper, and Citizens 
Committee to Complete the Refuge, have joined in this suit with us – to defend the Clean Water 
Act against the Trump administration’s attacks on this historic piece of environmental legislation. 
As California Attorney General Xavier Becerra said, “We should restore the Bay, not build on top 
of it.”

HISTORY OF DEVELOPMENT THREATS TO THE CARGILL SALT PONDS

We’ve been fighting against Cargill’s attempts to fill and develop these former wetlands for 
years. In 2009, Cargill and its development partner DMB Associates put forward a proposal for a 
mini-city on the salt ponds that would have included 12,000 residential units and over 1 million 
square feet of office space. This proposal was met with such overwhelming opposition from both 
environmental groups and local residents that Cargill and DMB withdrew the proposal in 2012, 
stating that they would request a determination from the EPA about the Clean Water Act’s appli-
cability to the salt ponds. Trump’s EPA made its determination in March 2019 – and immediately, 
Cargill and DMB announced that they were going to “reimagine” the future of the salt ponds.

Let’s be clear: the only plans Cargill should be considering for these salt ponds are plans for 
wetland restoration. The salt ponds are part of the Bay – they’ve just been diked off in order 
to allow the Bay water on them to evaporate for salt production. If the dikes are breached, the 
wetland vegetation and wildlife will return, just like it has in Cargill’s other former salt ponds, 
which now comprise the Don Edwards Wildlife Refuge. And even in their current diked-off state, 
the Redwood City salt ponds provide important habitat for migratory and resident shorebirds 
and waterfowl.

Furthermore, the Cargill salt ponds are the wrong place for development. We should not put 
homes and businesses out on those ponds – in the path of sea level rise, on an earthquake liq-
uefaction site, across from heavy industries, and far from transit connections. Our region needs 
to build more housing, but it should be transit-oriented infill housing, not sprawl development 
that’s literally in the Bay. 

We will continue to fight Cargill and the Trump administration in the courts and on the ground, 
to protect the Bay and restore the salt ponds to wetland habitat. 

Green Foothills Sues Trump Admininistration over 
Cargill Salt Ponds
BY ALICE KAUFMAN LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY DIRECTOR

Alice Kaufman is our Legislative Advocacy Director and has been on staff since 2012. 
She is a founding member of Redwood City Neighbors United, a community group 
working to defeat the massive Cargill/DMB Saltworks development on the Redwood 
City salt ponds.
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If you haven’t heard, we also launched the Lennie Roberts Advocacy 
Fund at the event. This fund supports our Advocacy Program to protect 
our region’s most critical open space and wildlife habitats. We were 
grateful to everyone who contributed and helped us raise $26,600 live 
at the event.

As we often do after a day spent with our supporters, we walked 
away with an overwhelming feeling of gratitude for the wonderful 
community that makes our work possible. Your continued sense of 
dedication and courage left us truly inspired.

T 
hank you to the 300+ people who joined us at our 16th annual 
Nature’s Inspiration on Sunday, September 22, 2019. With the 
breathtaking scenery of Wickett Ranch, talented musicians 
like Jerry Hannan, and our wonderful community, it was a 

beautiful day in so many ways. Thank you to those who sponsored, 
bought tickets, volunteered, and donated. A special thanks to Jim 
Wickett and Magdalena Yesil for hosting us on their gorgeous property.

The theme for this year’s celebration was courage. We were thrilled 
to have Joe Cotchett as our honoree and Congresswoman Jackie 
Speier as our emcee, two courageous leaders who fight for the 
environment and what’s right every day. 

A Day To Remember: Nature’s Inspiration 2019
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Didn’t get the chance to support our Fund-A-Need at Nature’s Inspiration but meant to? Make 
a donation online (greenfoothills.org/donate) or using the enclosed remit envelope and note 
“fund-a-need.” Every $50 gift supports our advocacy work on one acre of land for the next year.

SUPPORT FUND-A-NEED
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democracy, the environmental movement, and the entire region 
depend on diversity and inclusion.

So in addition to improving the advocacy training of CALA so 
that participants will be more effective advocates for the natural 
environment, CALA cohorts will now meaningfully explore how to 
recognize and address the need for inclusive civic participation in 
the leadership roles they will hold. 

ABOUT THE NEW CALA PROGRAM
The six-month CALA program kicked off in January 2020 and the 
20-person cohort is representative of the racial and economic 
diversity of the region. Our staff and the new Advisory Council of CALA 
alumni interviewed every candidate to ensure accepted participants 
were the right fit for this program. The powerful new curriculum 
was reshaped to ensure that graduates will be able to effectively 
work across sectors for the protection of the natural environment 
and increase the power of communities who historically have been 
disempowered.

By providing civic knowledge and skills training, intensively 
exploring systems of oppression, working with a diverse cohort 
to set civic leadership goals for themselves, and holding them 
accountable, CALA will be a model program to increase the diversity 

of civic participation in the conservation movement and beyond. 

E 
very year our staff takes on a few big projects to grow the 
organization. This past year was no different (see my letter on 
page 2 for one example). One of our most significant endeavors 
in 2019 was the reimagining of our Community Advocates 

Leadership Academy. It was challenging work but we were determined 
to realize its transformation into a more focused and more effective 
program. I’m pleased to say we did.

Why did we do it? There was a weighty issue the program wasn’t 
addressing. CALA was created in 2013 to empower people to 
effectively advocate on local land use issues and the protection of 
the natural environment. However, the program was not addressing 
the fact that most people who are engaged in civic leadership are 
not reflective of our region’s incredible diversity. 

A healthy democracy needs all its community members participating 
in the public policy process with influence over the decisions affecting 
their lives. Too many communities - people of lower incomes, people 
of color, immigrants, and young people - have no comfortable 
entry point to engage authentically in civic leadership. This lack of 
diversity in civic leadership is a barrier to achieving Green Foothills’ 
mission and vision.

Lack of diversity and exclusion in civic leadership plays out at Green 
Foothills in who signs petitions, attends city council meetings, 
volunteers, applies for employment, and runs for office. The result is 
that more often than not, the same small group drives government 
processes, and a very small part of the population makes decisions 
that affect everyone. 

We need a larger, more diverse base of community leaders 
working across sectors for the natural environment and taking on 
civic leadership roles. The future and vitality of Green Foothills, 

Reimagined Leadership Program for Equity and the 
Environment
BY MEGAN FLUKE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Megan joined Green Foothills as Executive Director in 
November 2013. She believes that local models help 
inspire larger global action. Megan is committed to 
bringing equity and inclusivity to leadership in the 
mainstream environmental movement.

Meet a member of the new CALA program

Roxana Franco, Environmental Justice Programs Advocate for Nuestra Casa

“We recently did a needs assessment survey with 700 East Palo Alto residents. One question 
we asked was “How often do you visit Cooley Landing and the Baylands trail?” Half of the 
respondents have never been because there are no signs communicated in their language or 
they are concerned there is a risk of somehow getting into trouble just by being there. This 
is an open space preserve minutes away from most people in my community and it should 
feel more welcoming to everyone in this community. I applied to CALA so that I can lead an 
effective campaign to make a difference on this issue and other environmental justice issues 
impacting my community.” 
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Preservation Task Force to use a funding system similar to the one 

that supports the county’s regional park system today: the County 

Parks Charter Fund.  The parks fund has protected over 50,000 acres 

of parkland for the public over the last 47 years. It required no 

tax increase, but instead set aside a small portion of the County’s 

general fund revenues for parkland protection and maintenance. 

This successful model was resoundingly reapproved by voters seven 

times. Replicating this model with a fund designated for farmland 

preservation would:

• Create a reserve for the purchase of agricultural conservation 

easements;

• Ensure the County stays competitive for state grants for 

farmland preservation;

• Leverage the limited funds our regional land trusts have for 

farmland protection. 

A Farmland Preservation Charter Fund could also compensate and 

incentivize farmers for climate-smart practices that benefit us all—

something the County’s Agricultural Plan calls for.

With its recently adopted climate emergency resolution in hand, 

it behooves the Board of Supervisors to take bold and necessary 

action to secure dedicated local funding for the protection of our 

agricultural lands. Inaction on the part of the County will only 

contribute to the loss of this valuable natural asset.    

R     
olling out from San Jose’s southern doorstep to the county 

line past Gilroy are the fertile soils of most of Santa Clara 

County’s remaining farmland. These lands provide us with 

groundwater recharge, wildlife habitat, flood protection, 

local food production and food security, and the rural character that 

contributes to our urbanized county’s quality of life. Most important, 

they sequester carbon. 

For decades, Green Foothills has fought to protect these lands from 

sprawl development. While we have had notable successes, 15,000 

acres of farmland has been lost in Santa Clara County in the past 30 

years and another 15,000 acres are currently at risk.

It is time for the County of Santa Clara to act, investing in the 

permanent protection of our local farmland, especially that acreage 

most vulnerable to development. It is simply a must in this age of 

the climate crisis.

PRESERVING FARMLAND IS A CLIMATE STRATEGY

According to the County’s 2018 Agricultural Plan, developing the 

more than 14,000 acres of threatened farmland could result in 

over 1.86 billion additional annual vehicle miles traveled, and over 

21 million metric tons of carbon emissions. This is the equivalent 

of burning nearly 2.47 billion gallons of gasoline or over 50 million 

barrels of oil. One acre of developed land in Santa Clara Valley can 

produce as much as 77 times more greenhouse gas emissions than 

farmed agricultural land.

That is why we are calling on the Santa Clara County to permanently 

protect our most vulnerable agricultural lands.

PARKS CHARTER FUND: A SUCCESSFUL EXAMPLE TO 
FOLLOW

We support a proposal put forward by the County’s Agricultural 

County Needs to Act on Farmland Preservation
BY JULIE HUTCHESON DIRECTOR OF IMPACT

Julie Hutcheson, Green Foothills’ Director of Impact 
since 2018, first joined staff as a Legislative Advocate 
in 2010. Julie has co-authored two publications on 
agriculture in the Santa Clara Valley: Small Farms, 
Big Potential: Growing a resilient local food system 
(2020) and Santa Clara County Food System 
Assessment (2013). 

Some farms in Santa Clara County (like Spade & Plow pictured above) lease their land short-term which is problematic for long-term 
investment in infrastructure and climate smart practices.
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San Mateo County
EAST PALO ALTO — where a 1.4 million square foot office 
development has been proposed directly adjacent to the Ravenswood 
Open Space Preserve and the Bay. Green Foothills is advocating 
for the project to be reduced in size and changed to reduce its 
harmful environmental impacts.

HALF MOON BAY — which will be considering an update to its Local 
Coastal Program (LCP) in early 2020. Green Foothills has been 
commenting on the draft LCP to ensure it contains strong policies 
protecting sensitive habitats, open space, and farmlands.

Santa Clara County
COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA — where the Board of Supervisors will 
consider proposed amendments to the Zoning Ordinance for small-
scale agricultural worker housing and for development standards 

for non-residential uses in rural districts. Green Foothills is generally 
supportive of the direction the County is taking with both 
amendments that are anticipated to come before the Board in late 
winter and early spring, respectively.

COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA — where the long-delayed Draft 
Environmental Impact Report for a sand and gravel mine on the 
Sargent Ranch/Juristac property is expected to be released this 
summer. This mine would destroy hundreds of acres of land that 
is sacred to the Amah Mutsun Tribe and is part of a critical wildlife 
corridor. Green Foothills is working with the Amah-Mutsun leaders 
to defeat this proposal and ensure permanent conservation of the 
land.

SAN JOSE — where the General Plan 4-year Review Task Force will 
be discussing Coyote Valley in February.

Green Foothills is Watching...

Green Foothills Applauds...

San Mateo County 
CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION AND CALIFORNIA STATE 

LANDS COMMISSION— for suing Vinod Khosla, owner of Martin’s 
Beach, to secure public access to the beach under California’s long 
established legal precedent called implied dedication. The Coastal 
Commission has collected photographs, journal entries, letters, 
and personal declarations from 230 families who used the beach 
for picnicking, fishing, swimming and other recreation dating back 
to the 1920’s. Under the legal doctrine of implied dedication, if 
the public has regularly used an access to the beach for five years 
or more, a permanent right of passage is established.

CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION — for requiring a Coastal 
Development Permit (CDP) for a proposed residence in a wetland 
riparian area. Green Foothills advocated that because of the wetland 
characteristics of the site, the proposal should not be exempt from 

the CDP requirements, and the Commission agreed.

CALIFORNIA STATE LANDS COMMISSION— for unanimously voting 
to approve an initial 3-year lease for the proposed Burlingame 
Shoreline Park that would improve shoreline habitat, and enhance 
Bay access and recreational opportunities.

Santa Clara County 
CITY OF SAN JOSE, SANTA CLARA VALLEY OPEN SPACE AUTHORITY, 

PENINSULA OPEN SPACE TRUST (POST), BRANDENBURG 

PROPERTIES, AND SOBRATO ORGANIZATION— for successfully 
working together to permanently preserve over 900 acres of at-risk 
land in Coyote Valley. 

The California State Lands Commission voted unanimously on October 24 to approve an initial 3-year lease for the proposed 
Burlingame Shoreline Park.
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(650) 968-7243

3921 East Bayshore Road, 

Palo Alto, CA 94303

DONOR APPRECIATION HIKE AND PICNIC
Russian Ridge Open Space Preserve — Saturday, March 14, 9am-12pm
Calling on all 2019-2020 donors to join us for a 3.5-mile loop walk at Russian Ridge Preserve 
just across the street from Skyline Ridge Preserve. Enjoy stunning views of the ocean, a full 
sweep of San Francisco Bay, and massive first growth canyon oaks that have stood for 
centuries. Hikers and nonhikers are welcome to join us at 11:00am for a catered brunch. 
Bring a picnic blanket. We look forward to a serene day in the woods and to show our 
appreciation for those who gave to Green Foothills in 2019 and 2020.   

Space is limited, please RSVP online at greenfoothills.org/calendar

THE FUTURE OF COYOTE VALLEY
San Jose Woman’s Club — Wednesday, February 26, 6:30pm-8:30pm
Last year we celebrated the permanent protection of 937 acres in Coyote Valley but there 
are 7,400 acres in all of Coyote Valley. What’s ahead for this important open space area? 
Join us for a celebration reception and panel discussion on the future of Coyote Valley and 
why we need to continue working to protect it. Speakers include: Barbara Marshman 
(Moderator), Supervisor and Board President Cindy Chavez, San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo, 
San Jose Councilmember Sergio Jimenez, Chris Reefe - Chief of Staff for Assemblymember 
Ash Kalra, Santa Clara Valley Open Space Authority General Manager Andrea Mackenzie, 
and Green Foothills Executive Director Megan Fluke.

MARY DAVEY LEGACY SOCIETY BRUNCH
Jasper Ridge Biological Preserve — Saturday, March 28, 9am-12pm
Join us for our 2020 Mary Davey Legacy Society Gathering at Jasper Ridge Biological Preserve 
for the wonderful people who have chosen to include Green Foothills in their legacy plans. 
We will have exclusive docent led hike options for those who would like to arrive early for 
a tour and a scrumptious brunch for hikers and nonhikers at 11:00am. 

Join Us Online!

Subscribe to our email updates at
greenfoothills.org/subscribe/

Join Us for Our Upcoming 2020 Events


