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No Single Solution to
California Wildfires
BY BRIAN SCHMIDT LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY DIRECTOR

There are multiple reasons why the wildfire problem in
California is growing worse: climate change is increasing
the number of fires that burn more intensely and widely
than in the past, past patterns of fire suppression have
resulted in a backlog of fuel, and many people live in
forests in harm’s way. There is no single solution to the
California wildfire problem, but the good news is that
taking steps toward fire resilience will help reach broader
environmental goals.
Last year’s wildfire season was the worst on record for California
and our region suffered its devastating effects. From lost homes
and businesses to unhealthy air quality, all of us were personally
impacted on some level. We are thankful for the strength and
fortitude of those most affected and to all our first responders and
those who came to the aid of the victims of the fires.
Green Foothills has advocated on wildfire issues for decades, from
forest management to land use in areas prone to wildfires. We
believe a multi-prong approach may well be appropriate for fire
resilience in San Mateo and Santa Clara Counties. A major part of

that approach will be funding and protecting open space, stopping
increased development in harm’s way, and managing our lands
for better fire resilience. Our recent fires are harbingers of oncoming
impacts from climate change. Open space protection is key to
adapting to climate change, and stopping fires and greenhouse
gas emissions from sprawl.
Continued on Page 4
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We are a grassroots 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization working to protect
open spaces, farmlands, and natural
resources in San Mateo and Santa Clara
Counties for the benefit of all through
advocacy, education, and grassroots
action.
We envision a resilient region where
wildlife thrive, everyone has natural
beauty to enjoy, and communities live
in balance with nature.
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Lessons Along Our Equity
and Inclusion Journey
BY MEGAN FLUKE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

I

n 2019, I was invited to join the American Leadership Forum’s second diversity,
inclusion, equity, and liberation affinity group. Our now tight-knit group of 10
nonprofit leaders has explored what racial equity means for us personally, for
local nonprofits, and for the larger community. Each of us has been challenged
to answer the question, “What are we and our organizations doing that perpetuates
the belief that White cultural norms are superior to other cultural norms?”
This invitation into the anti-racist movement made a big difference to me. I didn’t
realize how much I had to learn (and still have to learn).
Toward the end of 2019, the Green Foothills board of directors and staff initiated
an equity and inclusion journey. We have read books and engaged in uncomfortable
self-examination. We recently retained a consultant with Edutainment for Equity
to help guide this work.
Environmental activist Leah Thomas tells us in Why Every Environmentalist Should
Be Anti-Racist, “the longer racism is not addressed, the harder it will be to save the
planet.” While we are still early in our journey, it is clear that we will be more
effective in reaching our mission and vision of protecting local nature as we become
a more inclusive organization and promote a more equitable society.
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Below are some of the books our board, staff, and advisory board
have read that we have found helpful in our discussions.
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So You Want to Talk About Race, by Ijeoma Oluo
How to Be an Antiracist, by Ibram X. Kendi
White Fragility: Why it’s so Hard for White People to Talk About
Racism, by Robin DiAngelo
The Making of Asian America, by Erika Lee
Community: The Structure of Belonging, by Peter Block
Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge,
and the Teachings of Plants, by Robin Wall Kimmerer

GUIDELINES FOR OUR CONVERSATIONS
Our team has had many moments of insight along this journey.
Here are the guidelines for conversations we are following. If
you are having similar conversations, these guidelines might
prove helpful.
1. Center BIPOC voices: Rather than
“empowering,” we should focus on listening to and
following the leadership of Black, Indigenous, and
People of Color.
2. Put relationships first: Be soft on people and
hard on systems. Be conscious of feelings of guilt,
shame, or blame (which are generally unhelpful in
this work).
3. Notice power dynamics: Be aware of taking
up too much space or disengaging from dialogue.
4. Create a space for multiple truths and
norms: Speak your truth and seek understanding
of the truths of others that differ from yours.
5. Be kind and brave and lean into discomfort:
Work to be explicit with your language about race,
class, gender, etc. This work is often messy. If you
are uncomfortable, you’re probably doing something
right.
6. Show what you’re learning, not what you
already know. Avoid playing devil’s advocate;

the devil has enough advocates.
7. Allow for space: Practice self-care and understand
and respect your boundaries.
8. Be okay not having the answers: Leaders of
Color are calling on us to pause and reflect before
diving into action.
9. Focus on our common goal: Remember that
our purpose is to achieve a resilient region where
wildlife thrive, everyone has natural beauty to
enjoy, and communities live in balance with nature.
We can’t do this alone, and we need your support on this journey.
Let us know (you can email info@greenfoothills.org) if you have
any input on this work, to share what books you are reading, or
let us know if you’d like to get more involved through our Equity
and Inclusion Committee. You can also support our Community
Advocates Leadership Academy, which is working to grow and
connect leaders who are advancing local initiatives that advance
environmental conservation and equity.

Megan joined Green Foothills as Executive Director in
November 2013. She is a community organizer at heart
and fiercely believes in the power of grassroots action.
She lives in San Jose and enjoys running across hillsides
and adventures with her daughter.
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TIME TO RETHINK BUILDING IN THE WILDLANDURBAN INTERFACE
The wildland-urban interface (WUI) is the area where residential
neighborhoods and open space intermingle — in other words, an
area with both a lot of wildfire fuels and varying levels of rural
development. The important work of fire researcher Dr. Alexandra
Syphard, Chief Scientist at Vertus Wildfire and professor at San
Diego State University, shows that areas with very few people have
fewer human-caused ignitions. The potential impacts are also
smaller there with less life and property at stake. At the other end
of the spectrum, areas with lots of people are more “urban” and
have fewer trees and brush. Also, they are close to fire stations.
The fire risk at both ends of the spectrum is relatively low.
In the middle of this spectrum are areas of widely-scattered
residences in the forest and chaparral that have lots of fuel and
provide many chances for human-caused ignition. They’re also far
away from firefighters. Unfortunately, this worst-of-both-worlds
situation, as described by Dr. Syphard, applies to much of the forest
and open space on the Peninsula and South Bay.
Large wildfires can be “zero percent contained” after several days
because firefighters must of course prioritize the rescue of people
and structures in those first few days instead of containment. Only
once people are evacuated — often after spending time trying to
either protect structures ahead of an oncoming fire, or even
stationing firefighters at a building until the fire passes through—
can those firefighters work on containment. The “zero percent
contained” description obscures the hard work of rescues and
building protection, work required by so much development
scattered in the path of the wildfire.

PROTECTING OPEN SPACE HELPS
Fortunately, the large areas of protected open space in our rural
areas have reduced potential fire impacts. In addition to reducing
potential ignitions, open space areas allow for better firefighting
responses. Instead of the necessity of focusing firefighting resources
on rescues and building protection, firefighters can more quickly
prioritize containing the fire. It is far easier to place a firebreak if
there aren’t homes and structures to avoid. Perhaps even more
important, large open space areas can be managed more efficiently
for fire resilience. While thinning and prescribed burns cannot solve
all problems related to fire risk, they can help and can be done
more easily on large, undeveloped tracts of land.
Funding for open space acquisition and protection will stop much
of the rural development that exacerbates fires. Of course, other
steps are also crucial to limiting the damage from wildfires.

CONDITIONS ON NEW DEVELOPMENT ARE
ESSENTIAL
Where land in the WUI is not protected and new development is
proposed, everything that could reduce the fire risk caused by that
development should be required as a condition for a permit. This
includes undergrounding power lines to avoid accidental ignition,
and building structures using the most fire-resistant techniques
and materials. It includes requiring every homeowner to maintain
their home in as fire resistant a way as possible (e.g. use of Class
A rated materials, spark arresting vents, and rain-gutter guards).
Homeowners should maintain defensible space with few brushy
plants and trees within a 100-foot radius of homes and a “shaded
fuel break” (an area with few brushy plants and with shade from
taller trees) up to 200 feet beyond.

Wildfires are Part of California’s Ecology
Wildfires have shaped the ecology of California and the west for
millennia. Until the mid-19th century, the redwood and Douglas
fir forests in the Santa Cruz Mountains burned as frequently as
every 15 to 25 years. While some fires were ignited by lightning,
many others were deliberately set by indigenous people to promote
growth of seed-bearing annuals. The Amah Mutsun Tribal Band
has a long, and long-interrupted, history of putting “good fire on
the land,” fire that burnt out grasses and understory while leaving
large trees alone. These managed fires were generally of lower
intensity due to their frequency and to their timing during favorable
weather conditions.
Fire frequency and intensity changed after Spanish missionaries
and Anglo settlers arrived. Indigenous tribes were forced off their
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traditional lands, and their land stewardship practices ceased. Early
ranchers cleared and fenced the land to graze cattle, and loggers
cut the old-growth forests. As networks of new roads were extended
into remote wildlands, more and more people built homes within
these fire-prone areas. The need to protect homes and lives led to
the adoption of nation-wide policies to suppress all wildfires. In
1957, Smokey the Bear’s popular slogan: “Only YOU can prevent
forest fires!” became our national watchword.
After decades of suppression, fire risk has become increasingly
severe. Climate change is now creating fire seasons in California
and the West that last seven months instead of five, resulting in
much more intense and extensive fires.

These kinds of actions will at least mitigate to some degree the
WUI issue. However, a more effective long-term solution is to
significantly restrict or prevent new development in the WUI.

INCENTIVIZE RELOCATING VERSUS REBUILDING
Homeowners who have lost their homes to fires live in heartbreaking
circumstances. In many cases there is a desire to stay and rebuild.
Offering alternatives to these owners should also be part of the
solution. For example, buyouts of flooded properties allow people
to rebuild elsewhere. So far though, the fire recovery process has
not yet followed the flood recovery process in recognizing the
potential value of buyouts. The Federal Emergency Management
Administration generally has not used recovery grants to buy out
burned homes in the WUI. Perhaps current and foreseeable
circumstances will prompt FEMA to do so.
Private fire insurance can offer similar incentives. Currently, many
policies pay out more to owners who rebuild than to owners who
decide to relocate somewhere safer. These policies should be revised
to incentivize relocation over rebuilding especially in light of the
fact that private insurers increasingly are deciding they cannot
make a profit insuring homes in the WUI and are ending renewals.
Recent information from the state Department of Insurance shows
non-renewal notices from insurers dramatically increased in 2019,
nearly doubling to eliminate coverage to 42,000 homeowners, and
that is before the wildfires in 2020 (“Insurance companies abandoning
California at a faster rate, as wildfires wreak havoc,” Sacramento
Bee, October 19, 2020). California Fair Access to Insurance
Requirements Plan (FAIR) is an insurer of last resort created by
California law for homeowners that cannot get private insurance.
However, FAIR does not provide as much insurance as people may
need or want, indicating that it may be unwise to invest in a new
building in a fire zone. While homeowners in the WUI obviously
need insurance, the insurers should not be driving up the policy

costs for people living outside the WUI in order to subsidize insurance
for homes in the WUI.

PRESCRIBED BURNS AND UNDERSTORY THINNING
HAVE A LIMITED ROLE IN OUR AREA
Prescribed burning and careful thinning are often suggested as a
means of fire resilience. Prescribed “ground fires” burn less intensely,
stay low to the ground, and remove quick burning materials and
“ladder fuels” that otherwise allow fires to reach tree crowns.
Careful thinning of forests also manages fuels and promotes quicker
regeneration of a mature forest. Both can be helpful, but both are
problematic in our region.
There are few plans for prescribed burns around here. The only
current plan in San Mateo County is for a prescribed burn of 650
acres on San Francisco Public Utilities Commission land. Coyote
Ridge, a protected part of the broader Coyote Valley area, presents
an ideal place to burn non-native grasses to benefit native plants
and endangered species, but there are no plans to use burns on
the ridge.
Further actions on prescribed burns in our area depend on the Bay
Area Air Quality Management District reversing its past tendency
to shut down burns when people complain about the smoke.
Prescribed burns also require insurance, and in this case, insurance
subsidies from the broader public would be appropriate to help
protect against catastrophe. While these burns can help prevent
wildfires, and a return to natural fire regimes are vital in more
remote parts of California, conditions in our area will place a limit
on their use.
The primary problem with thinning forests is the temptation for
landowners to try to make money. This inevitably involves logging
larger-diameter trees. Thinning is also hard to do on hundreds of
small private parcels. One thing that would help is to remove nonnative, fire-prone eucalyptus and gorse; this would also protect
the habitat of native species from the invasive ones.
Green Foothills will be closely involved to ensure fire resilience
policies are grounded in sound science and share the goals of
achieving a healthy forest, clean cool streams, and abundant
wildlife. From local to state to national levels of government, there
can be room for improvement. One upcoming opportunity lies in
Santa Clara County’s update to its General Plan where Green
Foothills plans to advocate for revisions that emphasize fire
resilience.

FIRE SEVERITY ZONES
IN OUR COUNTIES
VERY HIGH (LOCAL RESPONSIBILITY)

Brian Schmidt first joined Green Foothills as
Legislative Advocate from 2003 to 2011 and then
as a Board member from 2015-2020. He has returned
to Green Foothills staff as a Legislative Advocacy
Director. Brian has obtained firefighter (“Red Card”)
certification from the National Park Service.

VERY HIGH (STATE RESPONSIBILITY)
HIGH
MODERATE
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Nature’s Inspiration 2020:
Music brought us together
BY JUSTYNE SCHNUPP COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT MANAGER

H

eld virtually, our 17th annual celebration was different this year. This
did not stop our community from having a great time and many
attendees shared that Nature’s Inspiration was the best online event
they have ever attended.

Music was key to the event’s magic. With musical performances from Grammy
award-winning Raul Pacheco and Ozomatli, Rock & Roll Hall of Famer Neil
Young, rising star Calina Lawrence of the Suquamish Nation, and Freddy Clarke,
the diverse mixture of rock, soul, hip hop, and flamenco guitar kept the lively
energy going throughout the evening.

Bright Words
Mandala
Our 2020 Nature’s Inspiration honoree
offered us the following bright words, “We
have a responsibility to honor our ancestors
and to fulfill our obligation to the Creator.”
Bright words can be a phrase that elicits a
sense of compassion that one would like
to reflect and settle into.
With this in mind, we invited the Green
Foothills’ community to create a bright
words mandala as a form of art, healing,
and meditation in advance of Nature’s
Inspiration. A mandala is like an offering
of intention to manifest compassion,
celebration, and healing. While everyone’s
experience in creating one is different,
many find themselves in a state of deep
peace with a sense of interconnection with
community.
If you didn’t try this activity yet, we still
invite you to do so. See greenfoothills.org/
brightwordsmandala

6 | GREEN FOOTNOTES

It was a privilege to honor Valentin Lopez for his leadership as the Amah Mutsun
Tribal Band Chairman. Solidarity was the anthem of the event and this was
emphasized by the program which included a land acknowledgement from
Chairwoman Charlene Nijmeh and opening
prayer by Vice Chairwoman Monica
“All Mutsun are
Arellano, both of the Muwekma Ohlone
inspired to take
Tribe of the San Francisco Bay Area.
We celebrated the importance of
protecting sacred lands, specifically
Juristac in Santa Clara County. It was
humbling to hear from Chairman Lopez,
“All Mutsun are inspired to take care of
Mother Earth so we can honor our
ancestors and fulfill our sacred obligation
to Mother Earth and to Creator. We are
extremely thankful to Green Foothills and
together we form a strong team for the
protection of both cultural and natural
resources.”

care of Mother
Earth so we
can honor our
ancestors and
fulfill our sacred
obligation to
Mother Earth
and Creator”

Most importantly, we are incredibly thankful for the support we received from
the Green Foothills community. Nature’s Inspiration is an extremely important
fundraiser for our organization and supports 25% of our operating budget. The
event exceeded our fundraising goals, raising over $300,000 in gross proceeds.
From sponsorships, ticket purchases, and auction bids, the Green Foothills
community stepped up to help us achieve our goal and to show that our work
protecting local nature is extremely valuable to our region.
As part of our continuing journey to be good allies with the Amah Mutsun Tribal
Band, together we raised over $22,000 for their non-profit organization the
Amah Mutsun Land Trust (AMLT). AMLT promotes traditional cultural and
spiritual indigenous stewardship of Amah Mutsun tribal territory through
research, conservation, restoration, and education. AMLT plans to invest the
funds from Nature’s Inspiration in programs dedicated to Amah Mutsun youth
which include a youth stewardship summer camp, a Native Stewardship Corps
summer internship program, and a year-round Native Stewardship Corps. These
programs allow AMLT to restore the path of learning and interaction with nature
that the Amah Mutsun have followed for millennia as well as intentionally
develop the next generation of Amah Mutsun land stewards through youth
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Our heartfelt and sincere thanks to all the wonderful people whose
generous sponsorships made the event possible!
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We couldn’t be happier with the support and success of Nature’s
Inspiration 2020 that was made possible by our generous
community. Now how do we top that next year? We started by
inviting the Green Foothills community to submit nominations
for our next Nature’s Inspiration honoree. Our Nature’s Inspiration
Award Task Force will review all nominations and make the final
selection. Our honoree will be announced in the early spring and
we’re looking forward to another great event this fall.

Justyne Schnupp, Green Foothills’ Community
Engagement Manager since 2015, engages our
community with compelling educational and fundraising
events including our annual Nature’s Inspiration. As an
environmentalist and mother of three young children,
Justyne places great importance on family time,
exploration of the outdoors, and the future of our planet.
Green Foothills prote

engagement in indigenous stewardship and ecosystem restoration
projects. The Youth Walk to Juristac event is just one Protect
Juristac campaign activity the funds helped support.
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The Ravenswood neighborhood in East Palo Alto, directly adjacent to thriving Bay tidal marsh, could become home to 8-story
office towers.

East Palo Alto’s Bayfront at a Decision Point
BY ALICE KAUFMAN LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY DIRECTOR

T

he Ravenswood area in the northeast corner of East Palo
Alto, directly adjacent to the Bay marshlands, may
become the site of the next cluster of gleaming tech
offices. Several developers want to build millions of
square feet of office and commercial space here, including office
towers as tall as eight stories, fronting directly onto the
Ravenswood Open Space Preserve and the Baylands Nature
Preserve.
Development at this scale could fundamentally change the entire
East Palo Alto Bayfront. Today, this site consists mostly of industrial
buildings interspersed with storage yards and vacant lots (some
with legacy toxic contamination in the soil). While this is far from
ideal, are 8-story office buildings the best alternative for the
community of East Palo Alto? Green Foothills is advocating for a
robust community outreach process to ensure that the wetlands
and wildlife habitat are protected, residents have equitable access
to trails and open space, and the concerns of East Palo Alto
residents with regard to the future development in the Ravenswood
area are heard.
RAVENSWOOD BUSINESS DISTRICT SPECIFIC
PLAN
Development in the Ravenswood area is controlled by the
Ravenswood Business District Specific Plan, also known as the
Ravenswood/Four Corners TOD Specific Plan. When this plan
was adopted in 2013, it allowed for about 1.6 million square
feet of commercial development, of which about 1.2 million is
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not yet developed. However, the current development proposals
in the Ravenswood area add up to more than 4 million square
feet of commercial space – an expansion of more than triple
the current capacity of the Specific Plan (see map).
The city of East Palo Alto will be conducting analyses of
transportation and infrastructure (water supply, sewer systems,
stormwater) in order to determine whether to expand the
Ravenswood Specific Plan to accommodate some or all of this
additional development. This process is expected to take at
least 18 months.
The city has acknowledged that the analysis may result in the
proposed developments’ denial due to the thorny problems
posed by the constraints in this area. East Palo Alto already
suffers from extreme traffic gridlock due to its location at the
foot of the Dumbarton Bridge; adding the many thousands of
additional vehicle trips that would come with these huge
proposed projects may be more than the community can
accommodate. In addition, the lack of existing infrastructure
in the area and the limits on water supply may pose insuperable
problems.
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS INCLUDE BIRD HABITAT,
SEA-LEVEL RISE, AND ACCESS TO OPEN SPACE
East Palo Alto is bordered on the east side by thriving Bay
marshlands: the Ravenswood Open Space Preserve and the
Baylands Nature Preserve. These marshes are home to thousands

of birds, especially during the
community of University
“Too
often,
East
Palo
Alto
residents
winter migration season when
Village should be designed so
have suffered the problems of
the Bay wetlands are one of the
as to welcome those residents,
most important stops along the
rather than sending a message
expensive commercial development
Pacific Flyway. Two of the largest
of exclusion.
but have not received the benefits. If
proposals – the Emerson
Throughout this process, a
the community is truly a part of this
Waterfront and the 2020 Bay Road
robust community outreach
project – have included eightprocess, that pattern might change.” program is essential. Too
story office towers directly
often, East Palo Alto residents
adjacent to these marshlands. With a glass façade, as is typical
have suffered the problems of expensive commercial
for office towers, this would pose an extreme hazard for birds.
development but have not received the benefits. If the
This area is also vulnerable to sea-level rise. Plans are in the
works to protect East Palo Alto from flooding from rising seas,
but it will be expensive. Any development planned for the
Ravenswood area should be required to pay its fair share.

community is truly a part of this process, that pattern might
change.
Green Foothills will be monitoring the Ravenswood Business
District Specific Plan update process to ensure that open space
and wildlife are protected, sea-level rise concerns are addressed,
equitable access to parks and open space is achieved, and the
community is engaged in the process.

Equitable public access to parks and open space is another
concern. East Palo Alto lacks adequate public parkland for its
residents; the largest open space area within city limits, Cooley
Landing, is directly adjacent to these proposed developments.
Developers must ensure that the East Palo Alto community has
access to these parks and open space areas. This will require
thoughtful, community-led design that makes everyone feel
welcome, as well as programs designed to draw people to these
spaces. New buildings should fit into the landscape and be set
significantly back from the marshland so as not to overwhelm
trail users with looming 8-story office towers. In addition, the
development projects that border on the nearby residential

FO
WN

TO

ST

IS
INO

V INE S

M

ROGGE

TA R A

S PAR R O W

SALSA

C LA R K E

DONO HOE

T E R R A V I LL A

ON
D

LITA

DINES

CYPRESS

BEE CH

SHO R E BREE ZE

SAGE

M YRTLE

SY

DAI

GREEN

VERONICA

PA U L R O BE S O N

R O BIN

BLUEJAY
C A MP H O R H E NR Y

AL

D

CAPITOL

TEAL

1201 Runnymede
Condos

ME
UNNA

LINCO

GARDEN

CLARK

FE

E

E LA

SCHEMBRI

BELL

BRENTW OOD

LN

D E ME TE R

BAY LO R

ANNAPOLIS

E MME TT

FA R R I N G T O N

HIG
ST
AT
E

P ALO
V E RDE
ON

OO D

ADDIS

OA KW

AVELAR

Sobrato Phase
II Office

O'KEE

MA PL
RU

RUNNY ME DE

M AND

DUM BA
RTON

AR

GL EN

LTO

RALM

HIBISCUS

MOUTO N

UR

GAI

OAKS

HO

RE

ION

Light Tree
Apts Rehab
US

HIG

HW
AY
1

GA

S
CA MELLI A

R

AS T

S

01

VE

RB

EN

ER

E LI A

MIS

IA

L

BAINES

A

AB

W

BA
YS

A

INE
SM
JA

E

LL

S CO FIE LD

TE
R

TU

W IS
AZ
A LI

RD
IA

TINSLEY

LO

WILKS
Y

NIA

LE

DE

O

D LAND

LA

CO

MC N AIR

University
Circle Office

GATES

TAT E

N
MANHATTA

WO O

O'CONNO R

P

Euclid Improvements
(Woodland Park)

LAR K S

1788 Bayshore
Office

NE

LEY

ME NA

BRAD

AR
PO PL

LE

WEEKS
BUCHANAN

CONNOLLY

Planned projects

SACRAM ENTO

Harvest
Properties Office

EPA Center
Arts

Mid-Pen
Housing

TH

O A K DA

Ravenswood
Health Center

S

Clarum Corner
Mixed Use

Job Train
Office

BAY

CAROLE

LIL AC

2020 Bay
Road Office

A
LG
PU

IDG
E

EUCLID

BR

Emerson
Waterfront Office

ILL

GO
N

ZA

E

MICHIGA N

4 Corners
Mixed Use

PLE

S

GA

GE

R DU

HW AY 1 09

RE
LAU

JER

NE
W

GLORIA

CLARENCE

OO D

L

AY

R
VIS

HW

GA

HIG

TE

RA
TO

INS

SA

STATE

TM
WE
S

GRACE

LO

LL
AN
D

KAVANAUGH

HA ZE LW

11 4

KIRKWO OD

NI

EN

NO TRE DAME

GERTRUDE

A LB ER

EV

VA NC E

HU

TEM

OR

IER

ER
NT

XAV

PU

HO

Approved projects

AM
DH
DREW

NE

GE

TULA

L
ME

Major
Development
Projects in East
Palo Alto

R

RUTG

ER

S

Alice Kaufman is our Legislative Advocacy Director and
has been on staff since 2012. She leads Green Foothills
campaigns in both San Mateo and Santa Clara Counties,
including the Cargill Salt Ponds, Coyote Valley, and
Juristac.
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The Ultimate Gift
Simplified and Rewarding Legacy Giving Options
Green Foothills has teamed up with the Silicon Valley Community
Foundation to streamline for our donors the process of setting up two
popular legacy gift choices: a charitable remainder trust (CRT), and
a charitable gift annuity (CGA).
Here’s how it works:
• In exchange for a gift to a Green Foothills CRT or CGA, you’ll
get a fixed dollar amount for yourself or a designated family
member or friend for life.
• The amount depends on the size of your gift and the age(s)
of the person(s) receiving the payments. The income is
guaranteed, regardless of market fluctuations.
•

In addition to receiving a charitable deduction for a portion
of the gift at the time it is established, a portion of CGA
income may also be income-tax-free.

• Green Foothills will receive a donation at the end of the
contract’s term.
For more information on charitable giving options, please contact
Will Wyman, Development Director at will@greenfoothills.org or 650
968 7243 x 314

“Helen and I have supported
Green Foothills since
1977, an essential part
of our ecosystem of local
environmental groups. The
region would look much
different today without the
organization, with sprawl
instead of some of our
favorite open spaces.
The need for Green Foothills
continues today, from the
baylands to Coyote Valley to
the coast – and we want to
continue our support. These days, we look to tax-efficient ways
of giving that can yield a greater benefit with the same aftertax cost to us. And since we want to leave a legacy, we have
investigated tax-deferred annuities as well as naming Green
Foothills the beneficiary of an IRA.”
- Dan Quinn, Advisory Board Member

Welcome New Donors! July 1, 2020-December 31, 2020
David Abel
Steve Allen
Daniel Alvarez
Elizabeth Alvarez
Lisa Ames
Juan Carlos Araujo
Victoria Armigo
Kate Ashley
Bill Barnhart
Antoinette Bauer
Smedberg
William Baumgartner
Karen Beck
Kathleen & Serge
Bonte
Alexis Butler
Colleen Cabot
Thomas Carlino
Sharon Carlson
Kathryn Carpenter
Susan Casentini
Morgan Chaknova
Kathryn Chirgotis
David Clark
Susan Curran
Adam De Monet
Helen Deng
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Angelee Dion
Allison Dykens
Danya Epstein
Nazy Fahimi
Austa Falconer
Sudha Fatima
Teri Felix
Pauline Ferrito
Kate Finn
Melissa Frank
Anne Galli
Yvette Garcia
Kathy Goldmacker
Jill Grant
Judith Greenberg
Tama Greenberg
Jeff Greenfield
Jason Grimm
Amy Guzules
Diana Hall
Richard Hamner
Clora Hanley
Arthur Hansen
Dane Hansen
Gretchen Hayes
Jere Henderson
P J Hirabayashi

Reed Holderman
Rebecca Holland
Maika Horjus
Diane Howard
Chris Hyland
Katja Irvin
Bill Johnson
Mike Kahn
Flora Kaplan
Jerry Kent
Scott Knies
Charles Knowles
Pamela Koch
Jerri & Rob Koplowitz
Natasha Kramskaya
John Langbein
Valerie Lee
Annette L. Legallet
Frey Leigh
Mike Liebhold
Kent Lightfoot
Angela Ling
Erin Lise Wood
Dennis Lozano
Michael Lovelady
Charlie Lum
Natalie Luna Ramirez

Melinda
MacNaughton
Jessica Maier
Margie Matthews
Jane Mark
Barbara Marshman
Dan Martin
Catherine Martineau
Pete May
Marjorie McCarthy
Chris McCoy
Cynthia McLaughlin
Robert Means
Jennifer Medeiros
Linda Millard
Norene Moldonado
Lizabeth Morell
Danna Moreno
Holly Munro
Zachary Pallin
Karen & Steve Parker
Sajeemas Pasakdee
Scott Paul
Luz Perez
Gregory Piligian
Denny Plank
Sharon & Edward

Prentice
Kent Putnam
Emily Quinn
Stephanie Reader
Diane Reddy
Rob Rennie
Jerame Renteria
Joseph Richardson
Eric Richert
Judy Rickard
Phil Rockey
Alberto Rojas
Melissa Ropp-Lane
Erika Rosenberg
Glenn Rudolph
Londa Schiebinger
Margaret Schink
Alan Scott
Emily Sellers
Sue Serrone
Carol B. Shaw
Ruth O. Sherer
Jan Shriner
Margaret Sielert
Ekongkar Singh Khalsa
Kenny Solorio
Jane Sooby

Barbara & Seth
Spalding
Padmini Sriinivasan
Bob Staedler
Lynn Stegner
Cheryl Strong
Kathy Sullivan
Tracy Grubbs & Richard
Taylor
Derek Tennant
Paula Tharpe
Amari Thomas
Aaron Tinker
Bruce Tolley
Catherine Trejo
C Tsao
Alexandra Vonfeldt
Laura Weiden
Jacqueline Wender
Lauren Weston
Diane Wexler
Robert Whitehair
Wayne Wiebe
Casey Wyman

Green Foothills is Watching...
San Mateo County

been advocating for measures to reduce local vehicle trips in order
to ensure there is sufficient capacity on Highways 1 and 92 for
CITY OF EAST PALO ALTO — which is considering proposals for visitors to the coast.
massive office development next to the Bay wetlands (see article
on p. 8 for details).
Santa Clara County
which will be SANTA CLARA COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS — which will vote
considering the long-awaited Comprehensive Transportation on whether to amend the County General Plan to allow an 8-home
Management Plan, also known as Connect the Coastside. We have subdivision on Open Space Reserve land near Santa Teresa County Park.
SAN MATEO COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION —

Green Foothills Applauds...

The Cargill salt ponds in Redwood City were found by a federal court to be subject to the Clean Water Act because they are wet and
have important interconnections to the Bay.
for Santa Clara County
finding that the Cargill salt ponds in Redwood City are subject to
the Clean Water Act. Cargill and the Trump administration have SANTA CLARA COUNTY VOTERS — for approving Measure T by over
appealed Judge Alsup’s ruling to the Ninth Circuit. Green Foothills 80%. Measure T will provide a secure source of funding for the
and our co-plaintiffs will be urging the Biden/Harris administration Santa Clara Valley Open Space Authority’s work to protect and
to dismiss the appeal.
restore natural areas such as Coyote Valley.
JUDGE WILLIAM ALSUP, NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA —

for defeating Measure N, which SAN JOSE PLANNING STAFF AND GENERAL PLAN TASK FORCE —
would have approved the massive Strada Verde sprawl project on for their recommendation to change the land use designation for
2,777 acres of open space in San Benito County.
North Coyote Valley from industrial development to open space
and agriculture. If this change is approved by the San Jose City
Council, it will create a new vision for Coyote Valley that is focused
San Mateo County
on wildlife habitat and connectivity, flood and groundwater
CITY OF HALF MOON BAY — for approving a strong Local Coastal protection, farmland preservation, and climate resilience.
Program Update that calls for long-term protection of farmlands
and open space, and emphasizes location of new housing, including SANTA CLARA COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS — for approving
affordable housing, within the Town Center. The next step is for an update to the agricultural employee housing ordinance to increase
the Coastal Commission to certify the Update as consistent with farmworker housing options and streamline permitting, and an
update to the State mapping of County farmland that will allow
the Coastal Act.
more farmland to qualify for voluntary landowner incentives and
CITY OF REDWOOD CITY — for including a goal to develop a climate grant funding for conservation. These actions will help to preserve
change adaptation policy in the 2020 Climate Action Plan.
farmland in Santa Clara County.
SAN BENITO COUNTY VOTERS —
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Join Us For Our Upcoming 2021 Events
COMMUNITY NIGHT: HOSTED BY GREEN FOOTHILLS BOARD
Thursday, March 18th and Wednesday, June 2nd, 6-7pm
Join Green Foothills’ Board of Directors for music and community to learn about our
organization including behind the scenes details regarding advocacy issues our staff and
Community Advocates Leadership Academy graduates are currently championing.

VIRTUAL EARTH DAY
Thursday, April 8th, 11am-12:30pm
This year’s Earth Day theme is “Restore our Earth.” Join us as we explore restoring our Earth locally
including our work to protect Dunes Beach and Juristac. A local artist will join us for some awesome
tips for how to create nature-based art inspired by the local outdoors.

LEADERSHIP ACADEMY ALUMNI: MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Thursday, April 22nd, 6-7pm
Join us to support the amazing work of the Leadership Academy alumni community whose
impact spans our region and beyond. Alumni and community members are invited to connect
with one another, share, and learn about the inspiring work of local change makers.

NEW VISION FOR COYOTE VALLEY
Wednesday, May 5th, 6:30pm-8pm
With the General Plan Task Force’s recommendation to prohibit future industrial development
in Coyote Valley, will San Jose act to become the first city in California to reverse decades of
sprawl-inducing policies? Join us for a lively and interactive event focused on permanently
changing San Jose’s vision for Coyote Valley to one of open space conservation, habitat
restoration, and climate smart farming. Find out how you can make this happen.

PLANTING SEEDS FOR THE FUTURE: MARY DAVEY LEGACY SOCIETY
Wednesday, May 19th, 6-7pm
Mary Davey was a passionate advocate for social justice and the environment serving as a
Green Foothills board member from 1968 until her passing in 2010. The Mary Davey Legacy
Society celebrates those wonderful people who have included Green Foothills in their legacy
planning. Join Development Director Will Wyman to learn more about the Mary Davey Legacy
Society and legacy giving.

LEADERSHIP ACADEMY REFRESHER: CAMPAIGN PLANNING
Friday, July 23rd, 6-7:30pm
We invite Leadership Academy alumni for an opportunity to be a student again! Part one of our
refresher series, you will have a chance to experience core concepts from the Leadership
Academy experience in a brand new way. Bring a concept campaign, community issue, or big
goal you have in mind and we’ll work together to develop your campaign plan. Part two of the
series, Leadership Academy Refresher: Cultural Humility in Advocacy, will take place in
November.
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