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Open Space Funding  
Goes To the Voters

This June, many of you will have the chance to vote 
on whether to increase funding for the Midpeninsula 
Regional Open Space District (MROSD or 
Midpen). Midpen owns, protects, and restores over 

60,000 acres of land in 26 open space preserves in San Mateo 
and western Santa Clara Counties. If you have hiked in Rancho 
San Antonio, Sierra Azul, or Windy Hill Preserves, or your 
children have taken a field trip to Deer Hollow Farm, you 
have enjoyed some of Midpen’s work. Even if you have never 
set foot on one of their trails, you have still benefited from 
Midpen’s preservation of open space, which filters pollutants 
from drinking water and toxins from the air, sequesters 
greenhouse gases, provides flood protection, preserves land 
for agriculture, and benefits the economy as a whole.

THE BALLOT MEASURE IN JUNE WOULD MAKE 
IT POSSIBLE FOR MIDPEN TO: 

• Improve access by creating new trails, linking existing
trails, and opening new areas to the public

• Save old-growth and second-growth redwood forests

• Restore habitat for threatened species such as the
California red-legged frog and steelhead trout

• Create and preserve wildlife linkages

• Restore native vegetation and control invasive species

• Improve water quality in creeks and streams

• Preserve local agriculture on the San Mateo County Coast

• Reduce fire risk

• Create and improve educational facilities

Family enjoying a stroll at nearby Midpen preserve.
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• Earth Day in East Palo Alto: We’re looking forward 
to working with Canopy and Acterra, among others, as we 
plan an Earth Day celebration in the City of East Palo Alto.

We will eagerly follow all of these issues and campaigns in 
a pivotal year for Committee for Green Foothills and the future 
quality of life on our Peninsula, coast and valleys.

On a personal note, this will be my final missive as President 
of CGF, as I am terming off the board after 8 years. To say that 
my participation with this great organization has been a life-
changing experience would be an understatement. To have 
been involved with so many deeply intelligent and motivating 
folks has been a broadening experience. Certainly it has been a 
privilege and inspiration to work with our legends Lennie Roberts 

and Mary Davey, among so many others.
In coming to Committee for Green 

Foothills with no special connections or 
background other than a love for the natural 
wonders of our area, the collegial nature 
of our Board was welcoming and 
stimulating. I invite any of you who are 
delighted by the beauty and importance of 
our open spaces to consider joining the 
CGF Board, participate in our events and 
support our collective future. Special talents 

are appreciated, but any of you who are willing to consistently 
contribute your time will find great rewards. If you are 
interested, contact our esteemed Executive Director, Megan 
Medeiros (megan@greenfoothills.org, (650) 968-7243). I know 
she would be delighted to talk with you.

As we think ahead to the escalating challenges of our future 
generations, the prescience of our founders in 1962 becomes 
all the more admirable. With all of our support, Committee 
for Green Foothills will continue to think globally and act 
locally, vocally and effectively!

every person to form a rich, long-lasting 
connection with nature. 

I hope you get the chance to read Deep 
Roots, Green Future. If you do, let me know 
what you think (megan@greenfoothills.org).

WHAT YOU CAN DO NOW

1. Check out Deep Roots, Green Future on our 

website: www.greenfoothills.org/vision and share it 

with your friends. We can mail you a copy upon 

request.

2. Support the work you believe in. There will need 

to be many thoughtful, engaged citizens to make this 

vision a reality. Help us recruit 500 new members in 

2014. Become a member with an annual contribution 

and if you are already a member, invite a friend to join 

or consider a gift membership. Join us online at: 

www.greenfoothills.org/donate 

3. Join with others and let your voice be heard. We 

are so fortunate to live in an area with so many 

passionate, knowledgeable people working together 

to preserve and restore our open spaces and natural 

resources. Become a steward of your local stream, 

hillsides, forest, beach, or farm. Give our advocates 

call- (650) 968-7243- or send them an email to find 

out what you can do to protect these places. There 

may be a group of your neighbors working right now 

on a project or issue you are interested in that we can 

connect you with.

Alice Kaufman - alice@greenfoothills.org 

Julie Hutcheson - julie@greenfoothills.org  

Lennie Roberts - lennie@greenfoothills.org 

We are a grassroots 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization working to establish  
and maintain land use policies that 
protect the environment throughout 
Santa Clara and San Mateo Counties.

Our mission is to protect the open 
spaces, farmlands, and natural 
resources of Santa Clara and San 
Mateo Counties through advocacy, 
education and grassroots action.
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BY MEGAN MEDEIROS

COMMITTEE FOR  
GREEN FOOTHILLS Imagine it’s 2062, and Committee for 

Green Foothills is turning 100. You have 
a bird’s-eye view of San Mateo and Santa 
Clara Counties -- what does it look like?

Can you see the towering redwood forests, 
restored wetlands, sweeping coastlines, and 
green foothills? Can you find abundant small 
farms, beautiful urban parks, and healthy 
populations of native wildlife?

It’s easy to imagine a vibrant and beautiful 
future for San Mateo and Santa Clara counties. 
But, it’s equally possible that our region will 
be something much different.

This spring we release Deep Roots, Green 
Future - our vision for the region over the next 
half century. This vision asks you to imagine 
yourself 50 years from now, exploring the 
baylands, bicycling along the coast, hiking 
through the hillsides and forests, visiting a 
farm, wading in the streams, and enjoying 
urban parks and green spaces.

At its heart, Deep Roots, Green Future is what 
Committee for Green Foothills stands for. It 
will serve as a guidepost by which we plan our 
strategy, prioritize our actions, and evaluate 
our successes for the next 50 years.

We have just entered an era defined by its 
environmental challenges. The threats to local 
open space, farmlands, and natural resources 
are greater than ever. We are going to need 
smart, committed people who love nature and 
understand our dependence on natural processes 
to see us through. However, a sense of 
environmental stewardship in a person doesn’t 
happen by accident. It is developed through 
meaningful experiences in natural, wild places.

Future generations deserve the sense of 
wonder that can only be provided by seeing 
fish swimming in our creeks, native wildflowers 
in bloom, old-growth redwood trees, migratory 
bird species in flight along the bay, and whales 
breaching in our ocean.

As a CGF member, you are making it 
possible to protect local open space and the 
wildlife that depends on it, and the right of 

While composing this letter, I am gazing out 
the window in mid-February and fervently 
hoping that our namesake “green foothills” 
will be present at the time of this reading. 

Our lifeblood of rain will be needed in torrents in order to 
achieve our annual verdant springtime. 

At Committee for Green Foothills, however, our 2014 is 
starting off with a full reservoir of optimism and renewed 
determination. Thanks to your wonderful support, our 2013 
Year-End Appeal exceeded our goals and previous year’s results. 
Because of you, our dedicated and talented staff of six are able 
to go above and beyond on a daily basis to protect the open 
space, farmlands and natural resources of Santa Clara and San 
Mateo Counties. 

As you read through this edition of 
Green Footnotes, please give yourself a pat 
on the back for our progress on these issues 
so far this year: 

• Martin’s Beach: I was honored to 
join Jerry Hill and our Advocate Lennie 
Roberts at a news conference where 
Senator Hill announced Senate Bill 968, 
new legislation that would reopen the road 
that leads to Martin’s Beach to the public.

• Morgan Hill’s South East Quadrant Annexation: 
Our advocates Julie Hutcheson and Alice Kaufman worked 
around the clock to analyze and submit comments on Morgan 
Hill’s Draft Environmental Impact Report for the annexation 
of these 759 acres of land. I know we will do everything in 
our power to stop this sprawl development from taking place. 
You can read more about this on page 8. 

• Uvas Road General Plan Amendment Application 
in Santa Clara County: Another project our advocates have 
been following closely and organizing community members 
around. We are working to stop this ill-advised application, 
which would overturn decades of established county policy 
that protects our hillsides from sprawl.

• Yes for Open Space Campaign: We are helping to 
spread the word and get this ballot initiative passed. This 
funding would enable the Midpeninsula Regional Open Space 
District to expand public access, preservation, and habitat 
restoration in our local preserves.

From the President

BY MATT BURROWS

Greetings from the Executive Director
Launching our 50-year vision: “Deep Roots, Green Future”

“To say that my 
participation with this 
great organization has 
been a life-changing 
experience would be 
an understatement.”

Megan joined Committee 
for Green Foothills in 2013 
after four years at the Sierra 
Club Loma Prieta Chapter. 
She was raised along the 
foothills of Fremont and 
now lives in San Jose  
with her husband, Mark 
Anthony, and dog, Atticus.

Matt Burrows developed his passion for 
our foothills as a lifelong Peninsula 
resident and hiking enthusiast. He 
manages the Frank Burrows Memorial 
Scholarship Fund, benefiting mathematics 
for the East Side Union High School 
District in San Jose. 
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These benefits are described in detail in Midpen’s recently released 40-year vision plan, 
which identifies 25 priority projects throughout the district’s jurisdiction. (For more details on 
this vision, see: www.openspace.org/imagine).

Midpen was created by the voters in 1972 and has played a fundamental role in stopping 
sprawl and preserving open space. In the past, Midpen’s focus has been mainly on acquiring 
lands for preservation. This ballot measure would make it possible for Midpen to implement 
projects to restore habitat and increase public access to its lands, as well as preserve new lands.

SANTA CLARA VALLEY OPEN SPACE AUTHORITY: POSSIBLE FUTURE BALLOT MEASURE

In addition to the Midpen ballot measure in June, the Santa Clara Valley Open Space 
Authority (the Authority) is considering placing its own funding measure on the ballot in the 
future, possibly in November of this year. As with Midpen, the Authority’s acquisition and 
preservation of open space lands not only 
provide hiking and biking opportunities, but 
provides all residents with the benefits of clean 
air and water, protection against flooding and 
wildfire risk, locally grown food, and the 
economic benefits of having open space and 
outdoor recreational opportunities so near to 
urban areas. 

The Authority has a particular focus on 
open space and has provided significant funding 
to urban parks such as Ulistac Natural Area in 
Santa Clara, and the Three Creeks Trail and 
Martial Cottle Park in San Jose. All told, the 
Authority’s Urban Open Space Program has 
allocated more than $10 million to 15 different 
urban projects in 5 cities.

Increased funding through a ballot measure 
would enable the Authority to increase its 
conservation efforts in several targeted areas. 

These areas include Coyote Ridge, with its rare and fragile serpentine grasslands supporting 
the threatened Bay Checkerspot butterfly, and Coyote Valley, with its unique and irreplaceable 
farmland that also provides critical wildlife linkages and flood protection. Additional conservation 
focus areas would include the South Bay wetlands, the foothills east of San Jose’s Alum Rock 
neighborhood, and the watersheds of Coyote Creek, Uvas Creek, Alameda Creek, and the 
Pajaro River. This Spring, the Authority will release its “Greenprint” for Santa Clara Valley 
which will detail these conservation efforts.

We will provide you with further information on the Authority’s ballot measure via our 
monthly e-newsletter. If you are not already receiving these, visit our website to sign up.

SUPPORT OPEN SPACE!

Our advocacy efforts at Committee for Green Foothills save open space from the threat of 
development, but for permanent protection, we need the local open space districts. Our vision, 
as expressed in Deep Roots, Green Future, aligns closely with the vision plans of Midpen and the 
Authority. The protected hillsides and grasslands, towering redwood and Douglas fir forests, 
restored baylands, coastal views, healthy creeks, farmlands, and vital urban green spaces that 
we envision will only be achieved if our partners’ work is supported as well as our own. Midpen 
and the Authority have the unique ability to permanently acquire lands for preservation, manage 
those lands to benefit wildlife and native plants, and create access through trails and other public 
facilities so that people can experience nature and thus grow to love and value it. These visions 
for the future of our region will not be accomplished without dedicated, passionate people. 
You’re going to hear a lot this year about the need for funding to implement the visions of CGF, 
Midpen, and the Authority. We hope you will get involved. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO:

To get involved with the campaign for Midpen’s ballot measure, go to: 
www.yesforopenspace.org or check out their Facebook page: www.facebook.com/
YesforMidPeninsulaOpenSpace

You can also contact Amanda Henry, CGF’s Development and Outreach Coordinator, 
to be part of CGF’s outreach for these efforts. Amanda can be reached by email: 
amanda@greenfoothills.org or phone: 650-968-7243 ext.314

Continued from page 1 – Open Space Funding Goes To the Voters

Midpen’s and the Authority’s districts 

do not overlap. If you live in southern 

or coastal  San Mateo County or the 

western portion of Santa Clara County 

(this includes the cities of Palo Alto, 

Los Altos, Los Altos Hills, Mountain 

View, Cupertino, Sunnyvale, Saratoga, 

and Los Gatos), you are in Midpen’s 

district. If you live in the eastern 

portion of Santa Clara County (this 

includes the cities of San Jose, Santa 

Clara, Campbell, Milpitas, and Morgan 

Hill, as well as the unincorporated area 

of the county around and to the east 

of these urban areas), you are in the 

Authority’s district.

WHICH 
DISTRICT ARE 
YOU IN?

Alice Kaufman joined Committee 
for Green Foothills as a Legislative 
Advocate for San Mateo & Santa 
Clara Counties in 2012. She is 
a founding member of Redwood 
City Neighbors United, a 
community group working to 
oppose the massive Cargill/DMB 
Saltworks development on the 
Redwood City salt ponds.

Local youth enjoying an educational walk with a 
Midpen Docent.
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regenerated by sprouting along their 
trunks.

Russell emphasized it’s unwise to 
take a one-size-fits-all approach toward 
managing forests. For example, while 
it might be a good idea to thin pine 

forests in the Tahoe Basin to reduce fire 
hazard, pine forests are different from 

coast redwoods. Pines don’t sprout when 
cut and they don’t have fire-resistant bark.

To dispel the third myth -- that thinning 
redwood forests accelerates recovery of old-
growth -- Russell discussed his own recent 
research, which was inspired by his boyhood 
experience of observing clear-cut forests in 
Mendocino County.

Some forest managers advocate thinning 
such logged-over forests to more quickly 

move the forest toward old-growth. Russell 
explained that while thinning forests allows the 
remaining trees to grow bigger, old-growth 
redwood forests are very complex, and much 
more than just big trees.

Russell’s research analyzes how coast 
redwoods regenerate themselves. The 
research shows that different old-growth 
characteristics appear at different stages 
when forests naturally regenerate after 
being clear-cut. Yet, even after 100 years, 
some old-growth characteristics are still 

absent, such as the return of key native 
redwood understory plants.

“Restoration of redwood forests should 
focus on the soil and this understory recovery,” 
he said.

Forest Scientist Dispels Common Myths  
about Old-growth Redwood Forest

When the subject is coast redwoods, people 
seem to come out of the woodwork to hear 
a talk, especially when an expert is doing 
the talking.

On Dec. 10, Dr. Will Russell drew some 125 folks to hear 
his talk, “Logging, Fire, and the Recovery of Old-growth 
Coast Redwoods,” at Cubberley Community Center in Palo 
Alto. The Committee for Green Foothills sponsored the event.

Russell, associate professor of environmental studies at San 
Jose State, quickly took aim at three common misconceptions 
about redwoods. He and his research team investigate how 
redwood forests naturally regenerate after logging and fire.

“The first myth,” according to Russell, “is that young 

managed redwood forests sequester carbon faster 
than old-growth redwood forests.” The 
audience seemed intrigued, as if they had 
heard this claim before.

Until recently, scientists thought that 
old-growth redwood forests eventually 
just stopped growing and started slowly 
decaying. But a 2008 study published 
in the journal Nature found that old-
growth forests can indeed continue to 
grow and accumulate carbon.

Results of recent research by the 
Redwoods and Climate Change 
Initiative, sponsored by Save the 
Redwoods League, are even more 
dramatic. After measuring tree growth 
and carbon sequestration throughout the 
entire range of old-growth redwood forests, 
these scientists concluded, “Ancient 
redwood forests store at least three times 
more carbon above ground than any other 
forests on earth,” and “the rate of 
sequestration continues to increase with age 
of redwood trees.”

Russell used this recent research to shatter 
the myth that young forests store carbon faster 
than old forests.

The second myth, he said is that redwood 
forests need to be thinned to reduce fire 
hazard.

“It’s not true,” Russell said, explaining that 
unusual characteristics of redwoods need to be 
considered when managing them to address fire.

For example, redwoods sprout when they are cut 
or scarred, while most other trees used for lumber don’t 
have this ability. When redwoods are thinned, the 
resulting sprouts around the cut stumps actually create 
fire hazard, Russell said, because the sprouts form a 
brushy mass that increases fuel on the forest floor.

Redwoods are also unusual because of their thick 
bark, which makes larger redwoods extremely resistant 
to fire. According to Russell’s documentation, the only 
redwood trees killed by the Lockheed and Martin fires 
of the last decade were less than 7.5 inches in diameter. 
The larger trees, though burned and fire-scarred, 

BY BETSY HERBERT
GUEST AUTHOR

Betsy Herbert is the San Lorenzo Valley Water 
District’s director of environmental programs and 
serves on the Santa Cruz County Commission on 
the Environment and the Sempervirens Fund board 
of directors. Contact her at:
features@santacruzsentinel.com.

Drawing by Robert Van Pelt from his 
book: Forest Giants of the Pacific Coast

Reprinted with permission from the author 
and the Santa Cruz Sentinel.

Top: A captivated audience listens to Dr. Will Russell at his talk on 
Dec. 10. Mid: Will Russell and his research team investigate local 
coastal redwoods. Bottom and Left: Local redwood trees.
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Impact Report for the SEQ plan. CGF’s comment letter and 
other information on the project can be found on our website 
under Current Projects.

At every opportunity, Committee for Green Foothills has 
advocated for the City to rethink this course of action. Yet the 
City maintains the SEQ would be better off under their 
jurisdiction than the County’s - a claim that is certainly not 
borne out by their proposal. 

Fragmentation of farmland, premature conversion of farmland, 
inadequate mitigation, substantial conflicts with City and County 
land use policies, and the costly extension of services are just 
some of the problems with the City’s proposal.  In the end, it 
doesn’t matter what title the City of Morgan Hill gives this plan. 
Nothing will conceal the reckless and untenable nature of this 
proposal. Committee for Green Foothills is committed to putting 
an end to this current plan and advocating for a more sensible 
approach to ensure farming remains a viable and significant part 
of the SEQ – and Morgan Hill - in perpetuity.Committee for 
Green Foothills will continue to actively follow and engage 
on this project. If you are interested in learning more or getting 
involved, let me know. I can be reached at: julie@greenfoothills.
org or (650) 968-7243 ext. 339

What’s in a Name? 
Everything, if your project is without merit.

Every once in a while, Committee for Green Foothills 
comes across a development plan so egregious it 
defies logic. One such plan is Morgan Hill’s 
development proposal for a 1290 acre area known 

as the Southeast Quadrant (SEQ).
“Morgan Hill’s Citywide Agricultural Preservation Program 

and Southeast Quadrant Land Use Plan.” Sounds rather benign, 
doesn’t it? One would think so until you peel back the layers 
and see it for what it really is: nothing more than unabashed 
sprawl that will devastate the last major, contiguous area of 
prime farmland within Morgan Hill’s environs.

In a nutshell, the City is proposing to bring two large areas 
of rural county lands totaling 759 acres into the city limits for a 
hodge-podge of development. Sandwiched between these two 
areas of the SEQ will be an erratic grouping of 552 acres of land 
designated as the Agricultural Priority Area (another lovely 
name). The City claims it will purchase agricultural easements 
in the Area to mitigate for the loss of farmland to development. 

Unfortunately, there is little chance of that occurring. For 
one, 329 of the 552 acres in the Area are proposed to be included 
in the City’s Urban Limit Line. This means that well over half 
of the Area is within a boundary ultimately slated for 
urbanization. This makes any of the parcels of prime farmland 
in the Area far less desirable candidates for conservation 
easements for a number of reasons, including the incompatibility 
of surrounding land uses with farming and an increase in the 
asking price of an easement based on the speculative value of 
the land. Moreover, the City wants to charge developers a per 
acre agricultural mitigation fee based on the cost of acquiring a 
conservation easement in Gilroy, which– by the City’s own 
estimation – is three times less than the cost of one in Morgan 
Hill. Given this, it is highly unlikely the City will ever have 
sufficient funds to purchase a viable amount of easements in the 
Area, or anywhere else in Morgan Hill for that matter.

So what compelling reason drives Morgan Hill to grab up 
agricultural lands in the county so they can build on them? 
Has the city run out of residential, commercial, or industrial 
lands? No. As a matter of fact, it has a sufficient supply of land 
available for development within its current city limits. 

Furthermore, the City has an excellent opportunity to 
discuss the future of the SEQ within its current General Plan 
update process which is meant to decide its future growth 
pattern for the city. Yet it has excluded the SEQ plan from this 
process. Instead, the City forges ahead with this ill-conceived 
plan, most recently releasing a terribly inadequate Environmental 

Farming the rich agricultural land in the SEQ.

BY JULIE HUTCHESON
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVOCATE

private donations to acquire the Loma Mar property and transfer 
it to San Mateo County Parks. The property’s location adjacent 
to Memorial County Park make this site a high priority for County 
Parks to accommodate more visitors by providing trails, picnic 
areas, and dispersed camping. Protection of this forested land from 
logging or other development will help create future habitat for 
the federally threatened marbled murrelet, a small seabird that 
nests on the horizontal branches of old-growth redwood trees. 
The murrelet is known to nest in Memorial County Park, and 
scientists are hoping that as the second growth forest reaches 
maturity, the murrelets will have increased nesting opportunities. 

Coincidentally, in 2006 the YMCA had also prepared an 
NTMP to log the Camp 
Jones Gulch forest, in order 
to raise funds to upgrade 
the buildings at the camp. 
After an outpouring of 
opposition, including 
many people who had 
camped there thanks to the 
county’s outdoor education 
program, the YMCA 
withdrew their NTMP. 

Instead of logging  
the forest, the YMCA is 
now pursuing a partnership 
with Sempervirens Fund 

that could help with its capital needs. CGF hopes that the  
funds from the sale of the Loma Mar property can be used  
to help upgrade the facilities at Camp Jones Gulch, as  
well as to ensure a long-term future for outdoor  
education there.

Just as ripples spread into ever-expanding circles from a  
pebble dropped into a pool of water, we hope these innovative 
partnerships will not only protect two beautiful forests, but also 
benefit future visitors at Memorial Park and generations of kids 
at Camp Jones Gulch.

In a happy outcome for the long-term future of our redwood 
forests and outdoor education for school kids, the San Mateo 
County Board of Supervisors voted in January to acquire a 
beautiful forested site near Loma Mar as an addition to 

Memorial Park.
This 174-acre property had been purchased in 1976 by  

the County Office of Education that envisioned building a  
large outdoor education center there. Some $1.5 million  
was raised from taxpayers and building plans were created.  
Then the whole enterprise hit a snag due to insufficient  
water for such a large complex, and worries that sewage from the 
facility could pollute nearby Pescadero Creek.

Fortunately for the 
county’s youth, the Office 
of Education worked out 
an alternate arrangement 
with the nearby YMCA 
Camp Jones Gulch, and 
was able to continue  
its outdoor education 
programs on a year-to-year 
basis. 

But what to do with 
the Loma Mar property? 
The Office of Education, 
squeezed by state budget 
cuts in the 1980’s, turned 
to logging the redwood and Douglas fir forest as a revenue source. 
Initial harvesting of part of the property in 1984 and 1988 led to 
more ambitious revenue-producing logging plans. 

In 2002, the County Superintendent of Schools signed an 
agreement with Big Creek Lumber Company to prepare a “forever” 
logging plan, called a Nonindustrial Timber Management Plan 
(NTMP) for the Loma Mar forest. This plan, once approved, 
would have allowed the Office of Education to log the property- 
in perpetuity- as often as every 15 years. 

Committee for Green Foothills and others objected to the 
Office of Education going into the logging business, arguing that 
commercial timber harvesting was inconsistent with the stewardship 
of our forests. Fortunately, the County Superintendent of Schools 
withdrew this ill-conceived plan, and began negotiations with 
Peninsula Open Space Trust (POST) to protect the land through 
acquiring it for park purposes instead of logging it.

It has taken a decade, but those negotiations have resulted in 
an agreement whereby POST will provide $3.9 million from 

Logger’s Axe Spared at Loma Mar Property
Board of Supervisors votes to purchase outdoor education site for addition to Memorial Park
BY LENNIE ROBERTS
LEGISLATIVE ADVOCATE

For more than 30 years, Lennie Roberts has 
been the voice of Committee for Green Foothills 
in San Mateo County. One of the Bay Area’s 
most respected environmental leaders, Lennie 
has led CGF in a number of critical open space 
battles on the San Mateo Coast and along 
Skyline.

YMCA youth hiking through Buckeye Grove.

Julie Hutcheson joined Committee for Green 
Foothills as our Environmental Advocate in 
2010. She is a member of the Santa Clara 
County Food System Alliance, serves on the 
Morgan Hill 2035 General Plan Advisory 
Committee and Santa Clara Valley Habitat 
Agency Public Advisory Committee. She is also 
the founder of Thrive! Morgan Hill. 
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Welcome to our Newest Board Member
Introducing Larry Ames

We are pleased to announce the newest addition to our Greenfeet team, Larry 
Ames. Larry has served on numerous boards and commissions, including the 
Santa Clara County Parks Commission, the Santa Clara Valley Water District 
Environmental Advisory Committee, the Los Gatos Creek Streamside Park 

Committee, the San Jose Neighborhoods Commission, the Lincoln Avenue Master Plan Task 
Force, and the Willow Glen Neighborhood Association. Larry has been a resident of the Willow 
Glen neighborhood in San Jose since 1979. His day job is as a physicist at an aerospace firm, 
where he works on projects such as designing satellites to search for habitable planets orbiting 
nearby stars.

Larry is interested in creeks, trails, parks, habitat, history, and neighborhood communities. 
The Los Gatos Creek Trail shows examples of his involvement, including his leading of the 
Urban Stream Restoration Project near Meridian Avenue 20 years ago. One of his current 
efforts includes his work to preserve the historic Willow Glen Trestle as a connection to the 
Three Creeks Trail. We are thrilled to have Larry onboard, along with his passion for- and 
knowledge of- our local environment. Welcome Larry!

Interested in meeting Larry and hearing more about our local creeks? Larry will be speaking at Silicon Valley Green Drinks  

on Friday, May 2 at 6:00pm. Check out the Green Drinks Silicon Valley’s website for location and other details at:  

www.greendrinks.org/CA/silicon%20valley

Larry Ames

In Santa Clara County:
CALTRAIN – which is planning repairs to a rail bridge over Los 
Gatos Creek that may impact the creek habitat and the San Jose 
trail system.

SANTA CLARA COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION – which is deciding 
whether the Preliminary Development Proposal for Young Ranch 
substantially conforms to the County General Plan. The proposal 
calls for a total of 36 units of residential estate homes on the highly 
sensitive hillside habitat of Coyote Ridge. Ultimately, the developer 
wishes to detach 4 parcels from San Jose’s jurisdiction to be able 
to increase the density of the development to almost 90 homes. 
In a letter dated February 2012, the City of San Jose Planning 
Department raised serious concerns about the project.

CITY OF MORGAN HILL – where the Final Environmental Impact 
Report for the annexation and development proposal for the 
Southeast Quadrant along with a Citywide Agriculture Preservation 
Program is expected to be released for public review.

In San Mateo County:
SAN FRANCISQUITO CREEK JOINT POWERS AUTHORITY — which is 
reviewing options for a flood control project on San Francisquito 
Creek between El Camino Real and Highway 101.

FITZGERALD MARINE RESERVE — where the San Mateo County 
Parks Department is proposing to thin the Monterey cypress forest 
and enhance habitat at San Vicente Creek by removing invasive 
species. 

HALF MOON BAY — where supporters of preserving the historic 
Main Street Bridge have announced a citizens initiative that will 
prohibit destruction of the bridge unless approved by voters. 

SAN MATEO COUNTY’S DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS — which is 
proposing to repair and repave the existing walking and riding 
path along Alpine Road, and will hopefully employ bioengineered 
solutions for three problem creek bank erosion sites.

The Committee is watching...

The Committee applauds...
In San Mateo County:
FORMER MENLO PARK MAYOR GAIL SLOCUM – who has served with 
distinction as a member of the San Mateo County Planning 
Commission from August 2006 through December 2013. We 
also give a warm welcome to her replacement, Manuel Ramirez, 
who is the former Chair of the North Fair Oaks Community Council.

CGF FORMER BOARD PRESIDENT ZOE KERSTEEN-TUCKER – who 
has been appointed by Supervisor Don Horsley to the San Mateo 
County Planning Commission.

In Both Counties:
SENATOR JERRY HILL – who has been appointed to the State Coastal 
Conservancy, and in this new role will help provide legislative 
oversight to the work of the Conservancy.

THE MIDPENINSULA REGIONAL OPEN SPACE DISTRICT AND SANTA 

CLARA VALLEY OPEN SPACE AUTHORITY –  which both recently 
completed their visioning plans for open space. We will support 
both agencies as they explore funding to implement these visions.

Green Foothills Legacy Society - 
Why We Joined 

We have been involved with the Committee 
for Green Foothills for most of its 50 years, 
recently as members of the Board of 
Directors. Over that time we have seen both 

victories and defeats in our work to protect our nearby open 
spaces, fortunately more victories. From our initial struggle 
to stop inappropriate development in the Stanford foothills  
to the celebration after fighting for decades to help keep the 
San Mateo County coastline as pristine as we see it today, 
culminating with the recent opening of the Devil’s Slide 
Tunnels where there would have been a freeway. 

The challenges continue – from maintaining the strong 
policies which protect our forests and hillsides in San Mateo 
County to reining in the sprawl that so many are pushing for 
in the southern Santa Clara Valley. 

Without Committee for Green Foothills, our region would 
be a very different, much less beautiful place. As two of the 
thousands of people who have been a part of our local, grassroots 
community, we can’t emphasize enough how appreciative we 

are for what the organization has done and will continue to do. 
We try to help where we can, both by volunteering and 

by providing annual financial support. But we wanted to 
support future fights for open space as well. 

This is why we included Committee for Green Foothills 
in our planned giving, by making the organization one of the 
beneficiaries of our IRA plans. Using a retirement plan in this 
way has tax advantages, and is very easy to set up, usually not 
requiring the services of an attorney.

There are many other options for planned gifts that you 
can consider, including charitable gifts from your estate which 
may have tax benefits for the beneficiaries of your estate that 
can offset the “cost” of making a legacy gift to Committee for 
Green Foothills. 

We ask that any of you who value Committee for Green 
Foothills work as we do, to consider joining us and becoming 
members of the Green Foothills Legacy Society by giving a 
planned gift that makes the most sense for you.

BY PETER AND SUE LATOURRETTE

ABOUT THE GREEN FOOTHILLS LEGACY SOCIETY

The Green Foothills Legacy Society was formed to recognize the outstanding group of people whose long-

term support will help us continue protecting our local open space long into the future.

For more information about our planned giving program, you can visit www.greenfoothills.org/donate/bequests. 

If you don’t see the type of planned gift you wish to give or have any questions about how to make a planned 

gift, please contact Amanda Henry at: (650) 968-7243 ext. 314 or amanda@greenfoothills.org

Once you have decided to include Committee for Green Foothills in a planned gift, we hope that you will 

let us know. We would appreciate the opportunity to express our gratitude and welcome you into the 

Legacy Society. Of course, if you would like to be anonymous, we will respect your wishes.

Thank you for considering a lasting legacy for local open space and wildlife habitat. 
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C O M M I T T E E  F O R  

G R E E N  F O O T H I L L S

Upcoming Events

Space is limited, sign up today! For more info. visit: 
www.greenfoothills.org/calendar

Contact Elizabeth if you’d like to help out:  Elizabeth@greenfoothills.org

Check out our 50 Year Vision 
Deep Roots, Green Future 

Saturday, April 12, 2014 - SOLD OUT 

Saturday, May 31, 2014 | 9:00am- 1:30pm

Saturday, April 19, 2014 | 8:30am- 2:00pm

San Francisquito Watershed Tour

Mary Davey’s Bench Hike at Rancho  
San Antonio Open Space Preserve

East Palo Alto Earth Day

www.greenfoothills.org/vision

Have you renewed your membership for 2014?
If not, renew today www.greenfoothills.org/donate

Uvas Creek in Morgan Hill


